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first look
During morning services, the students’ backpacks 
line the walls of the Central Circle. From laptops 
and tablets to books for math, history, science…to 
snacks, water, pens, paper, and other school supplies, 
backpacks contain all of the essentials. Here, they wait 
patiently for their owners’ return.
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ON THE COVER
A time of growth. Roses 
lingered throughout 
the warm fall months, 
adding a lovely splash 
of color and a touch of 
elegance to campus. 
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School Store
Under the direction of School Store 
Manager, Heather Marshall, the store is 
looking great and attracting customers of 
all ages. This campus venue is the place 
to be.

Honor Code Signing
“On my honor, I will not lie, steal, or cheat, and I will report anyone I 
witness doing any of the three.” On September 2nd, students convened in 
Chapel for the auspicious signing of the Saint James Honor Code.Drake Marshall ’16 and Paul Jin ’16 

were named "Commended Students" 
in the 2016 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. This award recognizes 
the exceptional academic promise 
demonstrated by their outstanding 
performance on the qualifying test used 
for program entry.

nAtionAl meRit 
sCholARship pRogRAm

Campus Renovations
The Claggett steps received a facelift over the summer. Kemp Hall and the 
Kerfoot Refectory now have new roofs. And, the brickwork was replaced in 
front of the Cotton Fine Arts Building. Coming soon: campus security gates.
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sJs lAunChes new website
We have been working hard through the summer and fall seasons to develop a new and improved Saint James School 

website. This enhanced site includes brand new navigation, content, and better functionality. We hope you will enjoy the 
site, and that you will find the pages easy to navigate and full of helpful information and resources. We are most grateful 
to the members of our web working group for their hard work and leadership over many months as well as to members 

of the School’s faculty and administration for their guidance and input.

If you have questions or comments about the website, please contact us at webmaster@stjames.edu. 

Big Brother, Big Sister
The School’s Big Sibling program was 
created in 1986. Today, this popular 
mentoring program continues. Upper 
classmen are matched with students who
are new to Saint James. Here are snapshots 
of some of our big and little siblings.
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oRientAtion
Opening Day, held on August 22nd, saw the arrival 235 students,

including 81 new students from eight states and 13 countries.
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student AChieveRs
In their free time, many of our students engage in very interesting activities—

many of them philanthropic. What have these students been up to?

William Chiang ’17  (back, center) volunteered
to work with endangered Asian elephants at the

Elephant Nature Park in Thailand.

Giuliana Gentile ’17 spent nine weeks volunteering at Camp 
Sunshine, a camp for children and adults with developmental 

disabilities in New Jersey.

Hayden Lyles ’17 learned how to fly a plane.
He made a solo flight on his 16th birthday in August.

 Tessa Douglass ’19 (left) traveled to Adeta, Togo,
West Africa to spend time with her cousin
who has been serving in the Peace Corps.
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seRving sAint JAmes: 
SAGE Dining Services Steps up to the Plate

S tudents, staff, and faculty 
members are dishing about 
the food on campus—and, for 

good reason. The Kerfoot Refectory 
has taken on a new life, along with 
a new chef and staff. In July, SAGE 
Dining Services® replaced Sodexo 
as the School’s dining vendor. The 
changing of the guard has marked 
a transformation in the types foods 
served, and in the core philosophy 
guiding the production, purchase, 
and preparation of each ingredient. 

These days, a trip to the dining 
hall is a multi-sensory experience. 
Sturdy, quartz-topped buffet stations 
are dispersed throughout the 
Refectory—each topped with fresh, 
colorful, vegetable dishes, and an 
array of salads, soups, fruits, and 
other nutritious fare to suit nearly 
every taste. 

Gabriel “Gabe” Shaffer, the Food 
Service Director at Saint James has 
been with SAGE for 10 years. The 
graduate of Le Cordon Bleu in 
Scottsdale, AZ transferred to Saint 
James from Wilson College where he 
worked as a SAGE chef for five years. 
Shaffer, who has a wife (Kimberly) 
and two young daughters, assumed 
his new position in July. “We have a 
great combination of staff we brought 
from Wilson, and staff from SJS,” 
he said. “In addition, the students, 
staff, and faculty at Saint James are 
extremely friendly. That makes the 
experience even better.” 

When asked about the changes 
SAGE has made to the Refectory, 
Shaffer replied, “We want kids to have 
access to fresh, healthy food. SAGE 
also evolves with trends and cares 

about appearances. We want people 
to feel welcome and to feel that our 
service is current with the times.” 

Chef Cody Sheppard, a native of 
Martinsburg, WV and a graduate 

of L’Academie de Cuisine in 
Gaithersburg, MD, was hired in the 
fall to work closely with Shaffer. His 
passion is elevating soul food and 
simple dishes—for example, making 
a cheeseburger with excellent beef, 
fine cheeses, and artisanal bread. “I 
like to add my own flair,” he shared.  

In addition to the regular menu, 
SAGE offers options that include: 
portable, trendy street foods, Latin 
foods, Asian-inspired options, and 
vegetarian and vegan fare. The goal 
is to provide a variety of proteins and 
options for vegetarians as well, with 
an emphasis on seasonal items. 

In addition, a color code sign 
system helps guide students. Green 
is for variety; yellow is for balanced; 
and red is for moderation. The idea 
is for students to fill their plates with 
50 percent green items (veggies & 
lean proteins), 25 percent yellow 
(fruits), and 25 percent red (pasta, fat, 
protein). 

SAGE aspires to teach good eating 
habits so that students are able to 
make informed food decisions, 
according to Shaffer. He is also 

proud to point out that digital signs/
tablets will soon be available in 
the Refectory. The signs provide 
information about ingredients for 
diners with allergies and dietary 
restrictions. Foods with wheat, 
gluten, egg, and milk, for instance, 
are highlighted. The company 
also puts recipes and nutritional 
information online. The SJS menu 
is available at: www.sagedining.com/menus/
saintjamesschool.

Shaffer will also issue a survey to 
the SJS community and has set up 
a board for written feedback and 
suggestions. Recent feedback from 
several students included, “less fish,” 
and more panini press grills (a very 
popular addition). “We want to 
continue to refine our work here,” 
said Shaffer.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: THE 
SAGE SUSTAINABILITY PROMISE 
ENSURES HEALTHY FOOD 
SOURCES & HUMANE PRACTICES

• SAGE works closely with local 
merchants, state farm bureaus, and 
other community resources to feature 
fresh, regional products. The goal is 
to purchase as much local product as 
possible, safely, and within budget.

• SAGE supports the humane treatment 
of animals, purchasing only shell 
eggs that are cage-free and Certified 
Humane.

• Milk is 100 percent antibiotic-free and 
hormone-free.

• Wherever possible, SAGE grows 
fresh herb and vegetable gardens and 
incorporates this produce into menus.

• SAGE buys local and organic products 
wherever possible. Organic food is 
produced with only organic pesticides 
and fertilizers, is not genetically 
modified, and prohibits the use of 
antibiotics or hormones. 

“Let food be thy medicine 
and medicine be thy food.” 

—Hippocrates
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pARents’ weekend
Despite predictions for chilly temps, heavy rain, and strong winds, parents showed up

with smiles for Parents’ Weekend, October 2nd-4th. They were treated to mini-classes,
Choir and music performances, and an afternoon of sports. 
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A seAson of ChAnge: 
Introducing Our New Faculty & Staff

Change is good” is a popular, 
if overused euphemism 
in the workplace. Anyone 

who has experienced change of any 
kind knows that it often brings both 
challenge and opportunity, and that 
it doesn’t always come easily.

Yet, for Saint James, the summer 
brought change that has been 
refreshing, ushering in a sense of 
optimism and renewal. From welcome 
technology upgrades to enhanced 
food services to talented new staff and 
faculty, the School has been blessed 
with many favorable changes. 

Our new Director of Information 
Technology, Casey Hoffman arrived 
last spring from the Department 
of Defense, where he worked as an 
IT contractor at the Pentagon. The 
Hagerstown native and accomplished 
IT expert worked throughout the 
summer to replace our wireless 
technologies and to enhance our 
email system. In June, he was joined 
by Brian Higgins, who serves as the 
assistant director of IT, and comes 
from Christ School in Arden, NC. 
He and his wife Jenna Skarda-
Higgins, employed as an associate 
in the Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations, reside in the back 
apartment of Pennington House with 
their son Dominic.

James Itell ‘09 an Elon graduate 
(’13), is now the Assistant Director 
of Development and Alumni 
Relations. Mr. Itell replaced Gyra 
Chan ’08, who served in this 
position for three years. 

Roland Young (whose wife Dona 
serves on the Board and whose son 
Taylor graduated in ’09) served last 
year as our major gifts and planned 
giving consultant, helping us 
reorganize our staffing and focus our 
development strategies. This was a 
labor of love for Mr. Young. We have 
benefited greatly from his experience 
and expertise, particularly as we lay 
the groundwork for a new fine arts 
and athletics center.

Ms. Chan was not the only beloved 
member of staff to say goodbye. 
Registrar, Pat Zimmerman retired 
after 21 years of devoted service. 
Janice McWilliams also retired 
after 15 years of service as our nurse. 
Jennifer Martirano now serves as 
Registrar. Aimee DeWeese, who 
was one of our weekend nurses, has 
assumed Mrs. McWilliams’ position. 
She is a R.N. with a B.S. in nursing 
and twenty years of experience. 

Heather Marshall, known as 
“mom” to Drake ‘16 and Chandler 
’17 (and affectionately called “mom” 
by many of our students as well), 
is managing the School store. This 
generous parent has extensive 
expertise in retail and is doing a 
superb job. Adam Robertson now 
serves as the School’s equipment 
manager, assisting Mr. Lachut (now 
the head of Claggett Hall) in the 
Athletics Department.

Nathan Zawie joined the faculty 
last January as our Latin teacher. 
His wife, Veronica Zawie serves as 
Director of Academic Support. Mr. 

Zawie earned a B.A. from Loyola 
University (MD) and a M.A. from 
the University of Virginia. Mrs. 
Zawie holds a B.A. from Dartmouth 
University and a M.A. from the 
University of Alabama. They have 
been strong additions to the faculty. 
The couple resides in Barr House. 

Anne James, who has lived on 
campus for four years with her 
husband, Jim James and three 
children, joined our faculty this 
summer. She is teaching history and 
coaching field hockey and lacrosse. 
This accomplished educator holds a 
B.A. in History from Bates College 
(where she met Mr. James) and an 
M.A. in Liberal Arts from Wesleyan 
University. We are fortunate to have 
her. She served as a seventh and 
eighth grade teacher at the Trinity 
School in Frederick. Mr. James 
now heads the Trinity School. He 
is greatly missed. The couple will 
continue to live in Stimson House.

Finally, Saint James welcomed 
three new faculty members and a 
chaplain. Ben Heebner worked 
for the Morristown-Beard School 
in New Jersey. He holds a B.S. in 
Mathematics from Penn State and 
has served as an assistant soccer 
coach at Mercersburg Academy, and 
as a counselor at a camp for abused 
children. He is teaching AB Calculus 
and Precalculus and resides on 
Maddox Hall. He is also an assistant 
coach for the varsity boys' soccer 
team. Andrew Howard joined Saint 
James from New York University 

“
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with a B.A. in Spanish. He has 
served as a Resident Advisor, as a 
tutor at the Boys' Club of New York, 
and as a program director for the 
Boy Scouts of America. The Spanish 
teacher assisted with the junior 
varsity boys' soccer team this fall and 
calls Onderdonk home. Cody Pillow 
hails from the Virginia Military 
Institute where he earned a B.A. in 
History. This history teacher also 

assists with basketball and lacrosse. 
He lives in Claggett. 

Our new Chaplain, Father Sam 
Keyes served as Priest-in-Charge 
of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in 
Greensboro, Alabama. Father Keyes 
earned a B.A. in English from the 
University of Richmond and a M.Div. 
from Duke University. He also trained 
at Nashotah House and is pursuing 
a Ph.D. in Historical Theology at 

Boston College. He and his wife 
Gretchen live in Buckingham with 
their two children Mary and James.

Behind the School’s established 
character is a dynamic institution 
with fluctuating needs. This is 
what makes our work so vital and 
engaging—ever-changing responses 
to ever-changing circumstances. 
Sometimes, the truth is that change 
really is good.

Benjamin Heebner Brian Higgins Casey Hoffman Andrew Howard James Itell

Anne James Father Keyes Heather Marshall Jennifer Martirano Cody Pillow

Jenna Skarda-Higgins Nathan Zawie Veronica Zawie
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meet ouR new fACulty & ouR ChAplAin 
We’d like to introduce several new additions to our faculty in a more personal way.

Here is a little more about them, in their own words.

Anne James: History
1. What do you enjoy most about teaching?
 Aside from the subject (history), which I’ve always 

loved, I most enjoy the kids. They are so full of energy 
and personal discovery. I love how much they enjoy 
sharing their stories. It’s very rewarding to work with 
our students and to get to know them. I also enjoy 
collaborating, connecting, and discussing ideas with 
my peers.

2. What drew you to this profession?
 I’ve had many great teachers. They were definitely an 

inspiration. I am still in touch with some of them. I 
always wanted to be a teacher. When I was in second 
grade, I used to give my classmates tests. I never 
wanted to do anything else. My mother was also a 
teacher (math). It was 100 percent what I wanted to 
do.

3. What are some of your passions (personal, 
professional, or both)?

 My family is my biggest passion—my husband, Jim 
and my three kids. Mary, our eldest, is a new Third 
Form student. My job is also a passion. It’s something 
I get really enthusiastic about. In terms of activities, 
I enjoy early morning walks, having a good cup of 
coffee with my husband, and working on New York Times 
crossword puzzles. I love to travel. I hope to make it 
to all 50 states. I’m in the “30s” right now.

4. What is your experience of Saint James so far?
 It’s a real community. I’ve lived in boarding schools 

with, and without, kids. And, there is such a generous 
spirit here. I would say there is an underlying respect 
which is very appealing. I’m grateful for this—for both 
my kids and for myself.
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Ben Heebner: Mathematics
 1. What did you do over the summer that was 

meaningful to you?
 Each summer I spend a week volunteering at a 

summer camp for kids who have faced abuse, neglect, 
or abandonment. Most of these kids have spent the 
majority of their childhoods bouncing from home to 
home. It is really rewarding to work with them in an 
atmosphere that allows them to be kids without any 
worries, where they can just have fun.

2. What drew you to this profession?
 Since I grew up in a family of teachers, it is always 

something I had thought I would like to do. As I got 
older and started working at camps and coaching, 
I realized how much I enjoyed working with young 
people, specifically teens.

3. What kinds of activities do you enjoy?
 I am a huge Penn State fan and sports fanatic in 

general. I love playing just about any sport. My 
favorites are soccer, basketball, and tennis.

4. What is your experience of Saint James so far?
 It has been absolutely amazing. I am surrounded by 

faculty members who are all willing to guide me as a 
new teacher. The students are respectful. And, I really 
enjoy the time spent with them in and outside of the 
classroom.

Father Sam Keyes
1. What do you enjoy most about your work?
 I love those moments when you see a light bulb going 

off on a student’s face, when they get that flash of 
insight, and “get it.” But I also just love the content. 
I can’t imagine teaching a subject that I don’t find 
interesting. For me, the enjoyable thing is to share 
something that I find enjoyable. 

2. What drew you to this profession?
 Well, I’m a priest. In the Church, we speak of this 

more as a “vocation” than a “profession.” It’s a 
role and an office to which God calls us. However, 
I will say that my call to the priesthood has always 
been closely associated with a call to teach. I was a 
teacher (in Hungary) when I first began to think 
about Church ministry. I think what drew me to 
school chaplaincy was this combination of pastoral, 
sacramental, and academic work. 

3. What are some of your passions (personal, 
professional, or both)?

 I love cooking and baking and I love cooking for 
people and sharing food. For a couple of years now, 
I’ve also been really into gardening—mainly vegetable 
gardening, because I love food. In terms of both 
Church and academy, I’ve always been drawn to the 
Middle Ages. I always tell people that my imagination 
has been formed by a 19th-century Englishman’s 
fantasy of the 13th century (which is Anglo-
Catholicism in a nutshell). 

4. Where did you grow up? How big is your family? 
 I grew up in Mississippi, though I’ve lived all over the 

place in the last decade. My wife Gretchen is from 
Maine and we have two pre-school children (James 
and Mary). We have a dog (Tallis) and a cat (Moxie).

Read Father Keyes' sermon on page 16.
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ConstRuCtion begins
on ColumbARium

Alumnus John Turner '62 
and Trustee Mrs. Dona 
Young have been devising 

a plot that will lead to a happy 
ending for many in our community. 
For years, they have envisioned a 
columbarium (a wall with niches 
designed to hold funeral urns), at 
Saint James School so that alumni, 
faculty members, Trustees, and their 
families may be interred at their 
alma mater. They can now put their 
dreams to rest—eternally.

Turner visited campus on 
October 21st to meet with the 
contractors who will build the 
structure. The columbarium will be 
constructed of brick, with room for 
60 niches, and will form a semi-
circle behind the Chapel. Each 
niche will hold two urns, or as the 
gregarious alumnus quipped, "two 
thin people and a dog."

Turner’s company, based in 
Roanoke, VA, has provided supplies 
and materials for the architectural 
pre-cast. Recently, footers were 
poured and masons began the block 
work. The project is scheduled for 
completion over the winter holiday, 
weather pending.

Art Show
This year, Saint James students once again placed in the Washington County High School Juried Art Show. Will Shin ’16 
(shown) was awarded first place in painting. Coco Peng ‘16 was awarded third place in painting for her work featuring two 
people walking at night under an umbrella (shown). 
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Halloween always brings out our students’ creativity. This year did not 
disappoint. From blue ghosts (so Father Dunnan could see them) to the 
Maroon Five (five boys wearing maroon) to a box of popcorn (Lydia 
Radley—see the story on our news page www.stjames.edu/news/news-
stories), SJS students assumed a variety of colorful characters. Here are 
some of the highlights.

hAlloween 2015
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In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today we mark the feast of 
St. Michael and All Angels, or 
Michaelmas if you want to be very 
English about it. Who is St. Michael 
and why do the angels matter? This 
morning I’d like to offer three points 
of reflection about the angels. 

One
I don’t spend a lot of time in 

a normal day thinking about St. 
Michael and the angels, so when I 
hear of St. Michael my mind pretty 
quickly goes to one place where I do 
hear about Michael, and that is in 
a small prayer which I say at every 
mass with incense. Father Dunnan 
will use this prayer, or something 
very similar, in a few moments when 
we prepare to offer up bread and 
wine in the Eucharist. You’ll see the 
thurifer come up to the Celebrant 
and have him bless incense when 
it is put on the coals. You wouldn’t 
normally hear what he says, because 
it’s hidden under the hymn, but 
the prayer goes like this: “At the 
intercession of St. Michael the 

Archangel, who standeth at the right 
hand of the altar of incense, and of 
all the elect, may the Lord vouchsafe 
to bless this incense and accept it as a 
sweet-smelling savor.”

What’s going on there? Michael 
the archangel is in heaven, and we 
ask him to assist our prayers as they 
rise like the incense to the throne 
of God. By invoking the archangel 
we remember that this Eucharist, 

this Mass, this service of prayer 
and offering, is not fundamentally 
a group of people assembled in a 
School chapel in Maryland: it is 
a brief moment in the constant 
and eternal worship and praise 
happening in heaven. Later, before 
the choir sings, the celebrant will 
say, “Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven…” In our song, and in our 

St. Michael and All Angels 2015
(tr. 9/30)

The Revd. Samuel N. Keyes, Chaplain
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sacrifice, we’re joining something 
that is already happening all the time. 
In this Chapel we are surrounded on 
every side by invisible presences: the 
angels, the prayers of the saints in 
heaven, and the prayers of the saints 
on earth. 

And what I take from that picture 
is this: think higher thoughts. We are 
people of significance, and what we 
do participates in realities far beyond 
ourselves. We live in a world imbued 
with significance; we are radiant 
creatures made in the image of God. 
Though we occupy ourselves day to day 
with problems of food and clothing 
and tests and sports, our citizenship is 
ultimately above. It may be tempting 
to think that the most important 
thing at any given moment is what 
blazer to wear, or how to get that boy 
or girl’s attention, or how to eat six 
hamburgers rather than five — you 
know who you are — or how not to 
flunk Algebra. Think higher thoughts.

I don’t mean to say that we should 
go around staring at the sky; if you 
do that you will probably bump into 
a tree, or a door, or a teacher, and 
embarrass yourself. Earthly things 
matter. But there is more. There is 
a whole cosmic realm of powers and 
ideas and virtues that exist above 
and behind all that we see. Think 
higher thoughts.

Two
The other prayer that I know 

about St. Michael is rather 
different. It’s usually just called the 
St. Michael prayer, and it goes like 
this: “Saint Michael the Archangel, 

defend us in the day of battle; be 
our safeguard against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do 
thou, prince of the heavenly host, 
thrust down to hell Satan and all 
evil spirits which wander the world 
for the ruin of souls.”

Some prayer, eh? What I take from 
this is that trying to think higher 
thoughts, trying to participate more 
deeply in the world of truth and 
beauty and goodness that lies just 
under the surface — to attempt such 
a thing brings us immediately onto a 
battleground.

Angels are warriors. Despite 
the images that we see from time 
to time of cute little chubby baby 
cherubs, and despite the fact that 
we refer to everything from cake to 
toilet paper as somehow “angelic,” 
the Biblical concept of angels, the 
Biblical concept of being angelic, is 
terrifying. When people meet angels 
in the Bible they don’t stand there 
and say how cute they are: they fall 
down and wet their pants in fear. 
They cower before forces and powers 
that are beyond them.

When I was in seminary in 
Wisconsin, we had a giant bell on 
campus called Michael, and every 
student was required to spend some 
time ringing it as part of the daily 
schedule. And, to be honest, it was 
a scary experience. You’re standing 
there in this rickety old belfry that 
looks like it’s made of sticks, and 
above you is this giant metal bell that 
weighs a couple thousand pounds at 
least, swinging back and forth and 

looking like it could come crashing 
down on your head at any minute.

That, friends, is the weight of the 
angelic world. It’s invisible, but it’s 
heavy. It’s beautiful, but it’s terrible 
to behold. Think higher thoughts. 
But know that these thoughts are 
not safe thoughts. They are not easy 
and comfortable.

Three
It’s a battle, but the battle is over.
If you heard that reading from 

Revelation, you’ll notice that 
Michael defeated the devil. And, in 
Christian conviction, Christ has 
defeated death and evil. We know 
the ending of the story.

And this is why the angels are not, 
in the end, an occasion for fear, but 
an occasion for joy. The battle is 
won. And so we fight for the winning 
side. We may lose a battle here or 
there, whether in our own minds or 
in the world, but God wins, in the 
end. Love wins. Truth wins. Beauty 
and goodness win. 

There are demons lurking around 
every corner, there are temptations 
lurking around every corner, but 
there are also angels; there is the 
power and the assistance to resist, 
there is the knowledge that God is 
infinitely more patient with us than 
we ever are with ourselves or with 
each other. Because of all this, there 
is, in the most mundane of things, 
the potential for eternal consequence 
and greatness. That is something very 
exciting. And so we give thanks for 
St. Michael and all the angels.

Amen.
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THE MUMMER’S SOCIETY 

This fall, the Mummers’ Society 
presented an ambitious play 
that showcased the talents (and 
memorization skills) of our student 
actors. The plot is as follows: A 
prospector believes he has located oil 
under the streets of Paris. A group 
of promoters plan to tear up the 

City of Light in order to unearth 
the oil. However, the Madwoman 
of Chaillot discovers this nefarious 
plan. Although considered eccentric, 
she proves herself to be the essence 
of practicality, goodness, and 
common sense. She sees through the 
prospector, declaring that thieves 

and scoundrels who are greedy for 
worldly goods and power are turning 
the world into an unhappy place. At 
a tea party attended by other "mad" 
women of Paris, she brings together 
the money-mad despoilers and has 
them tried and condemned to death 
in her cellar.

The MadwoMan of ChailloT
debuts At sAint JAmes
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THE PLAYERS

The Waiter .......................................Amanda Reyes

The President ................................ William O’Leary

The Baron ....................................... Lev Oykhman

The Prospector ..................................Levi Schindel

The Little Man/2nd Prospector ..................... CJ Duff

The Street Singer ................ Jun Hyun “Casey” Kwon

The Flower Girl/ ..................... Maxine Adjei-Dadson
    Shoe Lace Peddler

The Ragpicker ..................................... Jack Harvey

The Deaf Mute ................................Liam Rousselle

Irma ............................................... Alexia Tiches

The Broker ...................................... Robert Walker

The Juggler .................................Benjamin Herrera

Doctor Jadin .......................... Thomas Carter Bruns

The Madwoman of Chaillot...............Giuliana Gentile

The Doorman .................................  James Cheung

The Policeman ....................................... Nade Bai

Pierre ............................................ Noel Patterson

The Police Sergeant ...............................Lukas Pank

The Sewer Man ............................. Armando Alvarez

The Madwoman of La Concorde ..........Carissa Falanga

The Madwoman of Passy .................. Aimée Egwudobi

The Madwoman of St. Sulpice .............. Olivia Windle
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fAll ReCitAls
In addition to the much-anticipated Fall Recital, held on November 8th, our student musicians and 

choristers had several opportunities to showcase their talents to appreciative audiences this season. To 
enjoy several videotaped performances (posted to Facebook and YouTube), please visit our website: 

www.stjames.edu/about/socialmediapublications.
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fAll ARt ColleCtion
Mr. McDonald challenges his students to see the world through new eyes. This fall, his artists sketched campus buildings 

from unique angles, painted some of the world’s most infamous despots, and experimented with symbols and multimedia.
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This fall, we were privileged to interview two exceptional 
alumnae: Kirsten E. Logan ’00 and her sister, Kourtney R. 
Logan ’02. These likeable and engaging siblings exemplify the 

School’s mission, demonstrating what it is to be “leaders for good in 
the world.” Both are pursuing high-power careers well-suited to their 
unique skills and interests, while also contributing to a greater good. 
One sister is helping to solve “real IT threats that challenge the world in 
which we live.” The other is training in pediatric dentistry and will serve 
the children of military families in order to “have a direct impact on their 
health, and to help shape how they see themselves…” Following in their 
father’s footsteps, the young women have served in the United States 
Armed Forces. They have lived throughout the world. They have put 
their Saint James educations to work. And, in the pages that follow, we 
hope that you too will take inspiration from Kirsten and Kourtney. They 
set the bar high, demonstrating through their choices and pursuits, that 
passion, purpose, and altruism are not mutually exclusive.

The sisters enjoy time together in China. 
Kirsten Logan (now Kirsten Bolinger) is shown 
on the right in the teal shirt. Kourtney Logan is 
pictured on the left in the white and grey shirt.
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1. Where did you grow up?  
 As an Army brat, I enjoyed 

growing up in many places 
in the U.S. and abroad. I was 
born in Sacramento, CA. Over 
the next 18 years, my family 
lived in Harker Height, TX; 
Newport, RI; San Francisco, 
CA; Seoul, Korea; Ft. Lee, VA; 
Luxembourg; Chambersburg, 
PA; Hagerstown, MD; and 
finally, Crownsville, MD.

 2. Can you share a little about 
your family: What is/was your 
family like? Do you live near 
them now?    

 I come from a wonderful, warm, 
nourishing, and goal-oriented 
family. Besides my parents 
(Kenneth and Dianne), I have 
two older brothers (Kenny 
and Kyle) and a younger sister 
(Kourtney). My family is active 
in the community and placed 
emphasis on scholastics, athletics, 
and Christian growth. Given 
our frequent moves during my 
childhood, I consider my sister 
and brothers not just siblings, 
but friends. My sister lives in 
Dallas, TX; but we frequently talk 
by telephone or Skype.      

3. What were some of your favorite 
things to do (or, places to go) 
when you were growing up? 

 Amongst many things, I 
enjoyed meeting new friends 
and learning new cultures, 
particularly in Europe and Asia. 
I found the Asian cuisine very 
different, but delicious when 
I lived in San Francisco and 
Seoul.  My favorite experience 

was attending the American 
International School in 
Luxembourg, and getting to 
know students from 30 nations.    

4. Could you share a particularly 
fond childhood memory? 

 One of my fondest childhood 
memories involves my parents 
teaching me how to drive the 
family van so that I could get 
my Maryland driver’s license. 
I made note of this incident in 
1999 during my SJS Sixth Form 
speech in Chapel. Although 
my siblings passed the road 
test on the first try, it took 
me a staggering four attempts 
before passing. My parents had 
complete confidence that I would 
pass, even though I doubted 
myself throughout the process. 
This was a milestone event in my 
life that gave me the confidence 
to never give up on what I want.

5. What were some of the values 
that your family instilled that 
are important to you today?  

 My family has instilled many 
values. The four that are the 
most important are: a strong 
work ethic, Christian faith, 
and an emphasis on health, 
and learning. These values 
help balance me personally and 
professionally.      

6. How did Saint James prepare 
you for college, and for 

 your career? 
 I came to Saint James School 

because of the School’s academic 
reputation for preparing 
students for demanding work 
opportunities. Saint James lived 
up to my expectations. In class 
overviews, I remember teachers 
emphasizing that there would 
be many writing assignments, 
especially in English and 
Developing Nations. At the 
time, I was thinking short-
term about just completing the 
assignments. Little did I know 
how important these skills would 
be after graduation. I use these 
communications and analytical 
skills every day in my career. 
Further, the skills I developed as 
a prefect and a leader on various 
athletic teams helped prepare me 

for intensive 
leadership 
training in 
my college 
U.S. Army 
Reserve Officer 
Training 
Corps (ROTC) 
program. 

kiRsten logAn

continued on pg. 24  
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  The Logans (continued from pg. 23)

These skills also proved to be 
valuable while I was on active 
duty in the U.S. Army, leading 
individuals, squads, platoons, 
and teams of soldiers on 
important missions in both the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars. My 
skills honed at Saint James have 
also given me a competitive edge 
in the private sector since leaving 
the military.

7. What did you enjoy most about 
attending the School? 

 I enjoyed and benefited from the 
inclusive community, especially 
as a boarding student. It really 
made me feel like the School 
was a home away from home. 
I enjoyed having the staff and 
faculty members invite us over 
for movie nights, or letting us 
use their kitchens to cook a meal.   

8. What was it like to attend SJS 
with your sibling?

 I really enjoyed having my baby 
sister, Kourtney with me at SJS. 
We have always been close and 
each other’s best friend. It was 
good know that I had a family 
member with whom I could 
share as only family members 
can. Even though Kourtney 
now lives in Dallas, TX and I 
live in Maryland, we try to see 
each other as often as possible. 
When we get together, we enjoy 
running, trying out different 
cuisines, and most importantly, 
having a sisterly gabfest.   

9. Looking back from your 
perspective now, what did you 
gain from SJS?  

 I think one of the biggest 
things that I gained at SJS was 
time management. Anyone 

who has attended SJS knows 
students must participate in 
extracurricular activities each 
trimester. At first, I found 
it challenging to handle the 
workload and the extracurricular 
activities. But, I learned to 
manage both well. Undoubtedly 
this skill has proven to be key 
in the fast paced world in which 
we live. Time management is 
the path to success. Speaking of 
which, I have been multitasking, 
balancing my full-time job while 
planning my wedding.

10. What advice would you give to 
current SJS students? 

 Do not be afraid to go outside of 
your comfort zone.  

11. Where did you attend college? 
 I received my B.S. in Business 

Administration with a major 
in Information Systems from 
Xavier University (OH).  I 
received my M.S. in Information 
Technology from the University 
of Maryland, University College.  

12. Tell us about your career 
direction? What inspired you 
to choose IT security?  

 While at Xavier University, 
I decided to pursue a career 
in Information Technology 
(IT) because I saw the world’s 
appetite for technology growing 
exponentially. Because I 
received a U.S. Army ROTC 
scholarship to attend Xavier, I 
had a commitment to serve in 
the Army after college. During 
my five years as an Army officer, 
reaching the rank of Captain, 
I spent the first two years as a 
Chemical Officer for 2-17th Air 
Cavalry Squadron in the 101st 

Airborne Division. I assisted 
in mission planning operations 
during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. For the last three years 
of service, I was a Signal Officer. 
In this role, I was responsible 
for providing, installing, and 
managing radio and electronic 
communications for my 
organization at Ft. Campbell, 
KY, and during Operation 
Enduring Freedom.   

 
 As a Signal Officer, I gained 

valuable insight into the IT 
world and into IT security. 
After completing two wartime 
combat support deployments 
(one year to Iraq, and one year 
to Afghanistan), I wanted to find 
stable work in one location while 
still supporting my country. I 
saw becoming a government IT 
security consultant as a way to 
accomplish these objectives.        
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13. Can you share a little about 
your career as IT Security 
Consultant at Booz Allen 
Hamilton supporting 
Department of Defense

 (DoD) projects? 
 I have been with Booz Allen 

Hamilton for a little over 
six years as an IT security 
consultant. I have been able 
to support a variety of security 
engineering projects critical to 
national defense. My work allows 
me to work on cutting edge 
technology that is used to design 
secure information system 
architectures.

14. What’s it like—e.g. a typical day/
week in the life at work?   

 I can definitely say that being an 
IT consultant keeps you on your 
toes. Each day is different. On 
any given week I could be reading 
documentation, researching new 
IT concepts, participating in 
stakeholders meetings, working 
in the lab testing proofs of 
concept, and writing a test report 
on findings. I help solve real IT 
threats that challenge the world 
in which we live.  

15. What do you enjoy doing for fun? 
 I enjoy exercising, trying out 

new recipes in my kitchen, 
exploring new restaurants, and 
hanging out with my friends, 
family, and my husband (on 
September 26, 2015, Kirsten 
wed Michael Bolinger).

16. What’s your favorite word?  
 Hope 

17. Do you have a favorite city in 
the U.S.? Any favorite travel 
destinations in, or outside of, 
the U.S.? 

 I have two favorite cities: 
Charleston, SC and Seattle, WA. 
For travel destinations outside 
of the U.S., I would have to say 
Paris, France, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, and Beijing, China.  

18. Whom do you most admire 
 and why?   
 I most admire my parents. What 

I learned from my parents is that 
sometimes things do not come 
easy, and to not give up.   

19. In terms of world events, what 
most excites you? And, what 
most concerns you? 

 I am most excited about the 
“internet of things” (the 
network of physical objects 
embedded with electronics, 
software, sensors, and network 
connectivity, which enables these 
objects to collect and exchange 
data). I am fascinated about 
how technology is constantly 
facilitating a more productive 
life. At the same time, the 
privacy aspect concerns me.     

20. What one thing can people do 
make the world a better place?  

 Empathy is something we can 
cultivate to make the world a 
better place. I think that people 
don’t often take the time to walk 
a mile in their neighbor’s shoes, 
or to be mindful of another’s 
struggles.    

21. Do you have any pets?   
 I have a pug named Roscette. I 

got her from the Mid-Atlantic 
Pug Rescue Agency when she 
was four-years-old.  I have had 
her for six years. She constantly 
amazes me with her expressions. 
I sometimes think she believes 
she is human when I observe her 
range of facial expressions when 
we are playing together.    

22. Sloth or puma? 
 Puma.

continued on pg. 26  
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1. What were some of your favorite 
things to do (or, places to go) 
when you were growing up?

 I really enjoy travel. Recently, 
I have visited Turkey, Spain, 
and Germany. I also visited 
Katie Tuider ‘03 in Hawai’i. 
In addition, I enjoy running 
because it is very therapeutic and 
brings you back to the present 
moment. Last May, I ran a 
marathon with my older brother.

2. Does your family have any 
special traditions (e.g. 
holiday traditions, or special 
celebrations) you'd like 

 to share?
 We do not have any distinct 

traditions, but I grew up in a  
basketball-loving family. Both of 
my brothers played in college. 
In fact, our family has fond 
memories of the Saint 
James Invitational 
Tournament (the 
SJIT will be back in 
March 2016). Although 
my brothers did not 
attend SJS, one played for 
Goretti and the other played 
for Mercersburg Academy. I 
remember visiting the Saint 
James campus before I was a 
student and experiencing such a 
fun, action-packed environment 
during a tournament weekend.

3. What were some of the values 
instilled by your family that are 
important to you today?

 They taught me so much. 
The two values that have had 
the greatest impact on my 
development are integrity and 

discipline. Because I have lived 
in so many different places, it 
has always been important to 
me to stay true to the manner in 
which I was raised. 

4. Could you share a favorite 
Saint James memory? 

 There are a ton! Looking 
back on all of my educational 
experiences, my time at SJS 
was by far my favorite. I really 
enjoyed playing on athletic 
teams. Even though some of 
our teams may not have been 
as successful, I really enjoyed 
the bonding experiences we 
shared. I can remember our 
field hockey team cheering 
loudly together as we crossed 
the railroad tracks returning 
to campus after a game. I can 
also remember Mr. Camp 

taking our basketball team to 
McDonalds after suffering 
a very lopsided defeat. No 
matter the outcome, I will 
always remember feeling 

an overwhelming sense of 
community and teamwork.

5. What was it like to attend SJS 
with your sibling? 

 I am so happy that we both 
attended SJS because we shared 
an awesome experience that 
shaped us in many ways. Even 
though my brother also boarded 
(at Mercersburg Academy), he 
does not understand the special 
environment that SJS cultivated. 
I am truly blessed to have shared 
this experience with my sister.

6. What did you gain from SJS?
 The lifelong friendships have 

truly enriched my life. Since 
I am on active duty, my life is 
still very transient. However, I 
can still call my SJS friends on a 
moment’s notice and know that 
they understand and support me.

7. Where did you attend college?
 The University of Pennsylvania 

for undergraduate. Columbia 
University for Dental School.

8. How did Saint James prepare 
you for college, and for 

 your career?
 The classical education gave 

me a strong foundation. SJS 
encourages your curiosity, 
whereas other secondary 
educations want to specialize 
your learning at a young age. I 
took that philosophy with me 
to college. Although I was not a 
science major, I applied to dental 
school. My broad education gives 
me a more humanistic view when 
treating patients.

9. Tell us about your career 
direction? What inspired you to 
choose pediatric dentistry?

 I graduated from dental school in 
2010. I then served as a general 

kouRtney logAn
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Dr. (Capt.) Kourtney Logan (rt.) performs oral 
surgery at the Camp Casey Dental Clinic.
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dentist for four years while 
on active duty in the Army. 
The Army then selected me 
to train at Baylor for two 
years in pediatric dentistry. 
After graduation, I will return 
to active duty in the army as a 
pediatric dentist. As a high school 
student, I never imagined that I 
would become a dentist. Yet, the 
chance to help people one-on-
one, to have a direct impact on 
their health, and to help shape 
how they see themselves is such an 
awesome experience. In addition, 
I am so excited to serve the 
children of the service members. 
In a way, I feel like I have come 
full circle since I also was a 
patient of the military health care 
system growing up.  

10. How are you enjoying your 
residency?

 I really enjoy my residency. It 
is such a diverse program. No 
two days are the same. Although 
a typical day is from 8-5, I get 
the chance to work at different 
facilities throughout the Dallas 
area. I may spend one day 
rotating at Children’s Medical 
Center or Texas Scottish Rite 
Hospital during which I treat very 
medically complex children who 
are too sick to be seen in a regular 
dental clinic. Another day, I may 
rotate to a community dental 
clinic that treats underserved 
populations. In addition, I also 
teach the undergraduate students, 
which I really enjoy. 

11. What do you enjoy doing for fun?
 I really enjoy traveling, reading, 

and exercising.

12. Could you share your favorite 
foods?

 Korean barbecue is delicious! 

I am partial to Korean food 
because my dad was stationed 
there when I was younger. I also 
was assigned to Korea for one 
year before I came to Baylor.

13. What’s your favorite word?
 Discipline.

14. Any favorite musicians 
 or authors?
 Janis Joplin, Etta James, and 

Erykah Badu. Team of Rivals by 
Doris Kearns

15. Any favorite travel destinations 
in, or outside of, the U.S.?

 I love NYC. My favorite place 
that I have ventured to recently 

 is Turkey. 

16. Whom do you most admire 
 and why?
 My parents. They came from 

such humble beginnings. Yet 
they had the love, support, and 
foresight to place their children 
in environments that nourished 
us and broadened 

 our perspectives.

17. What causes do you support? 
Why?

 Education is the cause that ties 
together my volunteer activities 
over the past few years. Whether 
as a dental student teaching 
college students who were 
interested in dentistry; or later 
on, when I was involved in an 
adult literacy program, I have 
always believed that education 
can dramatically improve 
anyone’s life.

18. In terms of world events, what 
most excites you? And, what 
most concerns you?

 I enjoy following the primary 
elections and presidential race. 

What I find most concerning 
is the increasingly isolationist 
stance that so many countries 
have adopted. The dialogue 
around the current Syrian 
refugee crisis makes me sad 
because I want my children 
to live in a diverse world in 
which people embrace their 
differences.

19. What one thing can people do 
make the world a better place?

 Listen.

20. What do you hope to be doing 
in five or ten years?

 I hope to finish serving my 
commitment to the army and 
to have my own pediatric dental 
practice.

21. Sloth or puma?
 I am partial to pumas. But 

I admittedly have sloth-like 
tendencies.
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Like many parents and some of my 
colleagues in Chapel this morning, 
I am a child of the seventies, 
graduating from high school in 1977, 
and one of the distinguishing marks 
of someone raised in the decade 
of disco and polyester, Watergate 
and Vietnam, the Carpenters and 
Olivia Newton-John, is that I like 
television shows. Mr. Collin and I 
both grew up in front of the tv set 
in a family of boys (my apologies 
to my sister who had a hard time 
getting viewing time for Little House 
on the Prairie with four brothers), so 
we share the same childhood plot 
lines which we reference often 
when we are together. In fact, his 
classroom is room 222, which we 
both find hilarious. For those of you 
not blessed by a childhood in the 
seventies, that was the name of a tv 
show about a cool history teacher at 
a public high school in Los Angeles, 
his colleagues and his students.  
So every time Mr. Collin makes 
an announcement to meet him in 
“room 222,” I start humming the 
tune, which is very catchy and seared 
in my musical memory.

Now, as you would expect, I love 
Downton Abbey and am waiting with 
eager anticipation for the final 
season, and I also enjoy all those 
tasteful British mysteries on PBS:  
especially Inspector Morse,  as it is 

set in Oxford. But I also like the 
American “shoot-em-up shows” 
that bring me back to the shows of 
my childhood:  Hawaii Five-O, which 
is of course really just a high tech 
remake of the original, NCIS, NCIS 
Los Angeles, and Blue Bloods. I don’t like 
NCIS New Orleans, by the way, because 
I find the fake accents insufferable.  
True to my generation, I enjoy the 
plots, love the pace, and completely 
fail to appreciate how many people 
get killed on these shows, because 
of course the good guys always 
survive, and they are the only ones 
we care about. But here is my real 
confession: I love “sitcoms” too.  The 
Big Bang Theory, Modern Family, and The 
Middle are my favorites.

Recently, my nephew Ethan stayed 
with me on his way to Davidson, 
where he goes to college, and we 
found ourselves at that awkward 
“who gets the remote moment” in 
that final hour before bedtime.  
True to form, he wanted to watch 
some obscure game on ESPN, 
even though neither of us had any 
connection to either team, and it 
suddenly dawned on me that he had 
probably never really watched a tv 
show, because he just watches sports 
all the time. “Ethan,” I said, “I am 
going to introduce you to drama 
on television,” and I made him 
watch NCIS, which meant nothing 

to him because he did not know the 
characters or the continuing deeper 
plotline. But I did not care, because I 
had not seen the episode, so this was 
a chance for my nephew to grow.

So where am I going with all of 
this? My point is that the reason that 
television shows grab and keep our 
attention is that they are built upon a 
gathering of characters, a friendship 
or working group or family, a village 
or neighborhood, or all of the above, 
and thereby draw us into community, 
making us vicariously part of the 
company, engaging our sympathies 
and antipathies for the characters 
presented to us with whom we bond.

Thus for those of us who watch 
Downton Abbey, we started “liking” 
and “disliking” the different 
characters upstairs and downstairs. 
We admired the Earl of Grantham 
(Mr. Camp especially admires the 
Earl of Grantham), barely noticed 
his wife, Lady Cora, and were 
greatly amused by his mother, the 
Dowager Countess. Lady Mary came 
across as arrogant and mean, so we 
felt sorry for Lady Edith. We liked 
Carson the butler, Mrs. Hughes the 
housekeeper, Mrs. Patmore the cook, 
and did not like Thomas the footman 
at all.

But as the seasons progress and the 
plot develops, we feel connected to 
them all, and it is no longer a matter 
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of simply “liking” and “disliking” the 
characters, but actually coming to 
know them, even to care about them; 
so having a better sense of “where they 
are coming from,” their own stories, 
even the baggage they are carrying 
from their pasts, we can adopt a more 
balanced view. The Earl of Grantham 
is not always as clever as he needs to 
be; his wife is much more interesting 
than we thought, even brave and 
wise; his mother can be kind and is 
really intelligent, which makes her 
more than just funny. Lady Mary has 
good reason to be annoyed with Lady 
Edith, but she is still too mean about 
it; there is a lot more to Carson, 
Mrs. Hughes, and Mrs. Patmore than 
we realized; and Thomas is not just 
a villain, but loyal and helpful in a 
crisis, and complicated, oppressed, 
and wounded.

Similarly, on all the other shows, 
the characters become more 
developed and the relationships 
between them (and therefore 
between them and us) deeper and 
more subtle. We come to know their 
quirks and eccentricities and to feel a 
part of the group: we are part of the 
NCIS team obsessing about Gibbs, 
in the lab with Abby or Ducky; we 
know all about DiNozzo’s difficult 
childhood and his rakish father. We 
are in the cool car with McGarrett 
and “Dan-o” feeling included in 
their “bromance,” or in the living 
room with Sheldon, Leonard, and 
the gang enjoying their nerdy banter 
and clever humor. For that is what 
we do in community; we come to 
know each other and to accept and 
support each other with humor and 
understanding.

And notice how nobody is perfect 
and everybody is accepted, how 
each finds his or her role. This is 
especially true in the “family” shows, 
which is why Modern Family and The 
Middle are not just hilarious, but also 
encouraging. The whole point of 
Modern Family is that each one of them 
is more neurotic than the other, but 

that they love each other and support 
each other fiercely. In The Middle, each 
episode is a gently inspiring story of 
dysfunction redeemed by love. One 
of my favorites is when the mom 
takes Brick and his “special needs” 
pals trick-or-treating like a mother 
duck with her wayward ducklings, or 
when the dad “coaches” Sue’s soccer 
team and is frustrated to learn that 
it is more about “relationships” than 
winning, a concept he finds difficult 
to accept.

I think that one of the reasons 
why I remember the tune from Room 
222 so well is that it accompanied 
the gathering of the cast at the start 
of each episode: the teachers and 
students arriving at the beginning 
of school, greeting each other on 
their way to class, visibly flowing 
into community, just as we do every 
morning in chapel, which is why 
I like to sit in the back when I am 
not leading the service. It is gently 
encouraging, even uplifting to watch 
the community of the school flow 
into the sanctuary of God, each 
student and teacher quickly greeting 
each other and then finding his or 
her place.

And notice this: there is often a 
meal at the end of the episode, when 
the characters gather to be together 
and to be that group, which they all 
so clearly need to be a part of, and 
which we are now a part of as well:  
the family dinner in Blue Bloods, the 
picnic by the food truck in Hawaii 
Five-O, Thai food on the couch in Big 
Bang Theory; Christmas at Downton.

When you think about it, Saint 
James would make a great tv show, 
with a plot line somewhere between 
Downton Abbey, The Middle, and Modern  
Family, and a work environment 
somewhere between Room 222 and 
NCIS, because we are, in fact, a 
particularly strong community with a 
remarkable assortment of characters 
with varied gifts and from different 
backgrounds who receive and give 
a great deal of love, as we live, 

work, and play together. I think of 
yesterday’s football game, for instance, 
which would have made an episode 
in itself, as would many of our games 
yesterday and all of our seasons, 
because there is always a back story 
and subplots and different characters 
involved. But the moral of the story 
is always the same: none of us are 
perfect, so we all have need of each 
other, and even more of God.  Win 
or lose, this is the truth we learn and 
relearn over and over again together.

And this of course is exactly the 
truth of which our readings this 
morning remind us: we are called 
as people to live in community. 
This is why Adam needed Eve and 
all that came with Eve: friendship, 
love, and children. This is why 
Jesus speaks so fiercely about the 
commitment of husband and wife 
in marriage: because marriage is a 
commitment to begin and build a 
family, and therefore a relationship 
to be honored by all people. This 
is how we as humans can join the 
angels in the life and work of God: to 
build community. And we can only 
do this as Christ himself has taught 
us: if we are like a little child, open 
to the love of God, ready to give and 
to receive that love, to grow as we are 
challenged.

So may we do that here, may we 
be open to love and grow in love 
with courage and good humor, 
commitment and humility, and 
thereby become a community of 
love gathered each morning in this 
chapel, at meals in the refectory, and 
games both on the field and in the 
bleachers, in plays and concerts both 
on the stage and in the audience, in 
class as students and teachers, in the 
dormitory as hall mates, prefects, 
and hall masters.

May we be in short the community 
of Saint James, into which all of us 
are welcomed and by which all of 
us empowered, each as we are, and 
together strive to be.

Amen.



| chalk talk |

30     Review   •   Fall 2015

five students sign nAtionAl letteRs of intent

On Sunday, November 15th, Saint 
James School held a ceremony in 
honor of student athletes who have 
committed to play college sports. Five 
Sixth Form athletes signed letters of 
intent to play Division I or II baseball 
and basketball next year.
    Athletic Director, Jim Fahey praised 
each of the athletes, recognizing their 
hard work and dedication. “It’s a 
tremendous accomplishment for these 
student athletes to reach this level 
of success. This is a proud moment 
for Saint James athletics and for our 
community as a whole.”

Surrounded by family, friends, and 
coaches, the students signed their 
letters, officially accepting athletic 
scholarships from the universities they 
will attend next fall. Congratulations to:

1. Ryan Brown: Ryan will 
play Division I baseball with 
Charleston Southern University. 

2. Grant Golden: Grant will play 
Division I basketball with the 
University of Richmond. 

3. Craig LeCesne: Craig will 
play Division I basketball with 
Pepperdine University. 

4. Colton Repp: Colton will 
play Division II baseball with 
Fairmont State University.

5. Mitchell Wilson: Mitchell will 
play Division I baseball with 
the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County.

Grant Golden was beaming 
following the event. “It was really 

exciting to get the offer from 
Richmond. I knew when I visited 
that it was the right school for me,” 
he shared. “My parents were beyond 
excited when I chose Richmond.”

“I have had an enjoyable experience 
here at SJS,” he continued. “I’ve 
met and made friendships with kids 
from all over the world.” The student 
also had high praise for his coaches. 
“It’s unreal what Coach Prete and 
Coach Shopland can do. They have 
connections around the country.”

Mitchell “Mitch” Wilson, who plays 
both varsity basketball and baseball, 
also had kind words for Coaches Dan 
Prete (basketball) and Christopher 
Abbott (baseball), commending both 
for their leadership, vision, and 
exceptional coaching skills. He also 
had high praise for SJS athletics in 
general. “Our athletics program has 
gotten better and better. Students 
are taking more pride in their sports 
across the board,” he said.

“A few years ago,” he continued “I 
would never have thought I would be in 
this position. Saint James has provided 
so many opportunities for me.” Wilson 
has played baseball since he was six-
years-old. He grinned and added that 
his parents sometimes joke that his 
younger brother has big shoes to fill. 

“I’m excited that all of our signees 
have embraced the importance of being 
students and athletes. You can see this 
based on the level of universities they 
are choosing,” said Coach Prete. 

Coach Abbott added, "The SJS 

student athlete experience is one 
in which character, academics, and 
athletics are blended together to 
develop tomorrow’s leaders. It’s no 
accident,” he continued “that many 
of society’s leaders in business, 
medicine, military, law enforcement, 
law, and politics come from the ranks 
of former student athletes."

Congratulations to these 
exceptional athletes and to their 
coaches and families.

Ryan Brown Grant Golden Craig LeCesne Colton Repp Mitchell Wilson

Coaches Prete and Abbott 
Comment on the Signees
Coach Prete: 
 “Grant (Golden) is a tremendous thinker. He 

is always thinking ahead. He always wants to 
be prepared for each game, and even for each 
practice. He is a joy to coach and to know as 
a person.”

“Craig (LeCesne) is the ultimate gym rat. He 
never wants to leave practice. He has a passion to 
become better.”

“Mitch (Wilson) is the competitor. He constantly 
figures out ways to overcome challenges. He is 
pure energy, and pure desire. He plays hard.”

Coach Abbott:
“ Ryan (Brown) is a leader by example, and 

does so in a calm and confident manner. He 
establishes a positive tone for his teammates 
through his example.”

“ Colton (Repp) is an inspirational leader 
through his ability to persevere and overcome. 
His true grit was revealed when he played 
this entire past season at catcher with physical 
limitations due to back issues. Now that he is 
fully recovered, we are witnessing a player who 
continues to ascend in performance.”

“ Mitch is a vocal peer leader and fierce competitor. 
He is the type of leader who wants to put his 
teammates on his back and carry them to victory.”
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CRoss CountRy

The cross country team 
was coached by Ms. Kate 
Cerruti (Head Coach) and 
Mr. Sam Swartz. The team 
consisted of 12 young men, 
led by four Sixth Formers.

The award winners for 
the season were: Varsity 
MVP: Eric Fishkin 
(Fourth Form); Coaches’ 
Award: Trey Moss (Sixth 
Form); and MIP: Alec 
Riser (Sixth Form).

JV MVP: Alex Romine 
(Second Form); Coaches’ 
Award: Yousef Ali (Third 
Form); and MIP: Bob 

Fu (Fourth 
Form).

One of 
the team’s 
highlights 
for the 
season was a 
second place 
finish at the 
home meet 
on Parents’ Weekend 
behind the NOVA schools 
of Virginia. At another 
home meet this year, 
the team defeated Clear 
Springs High School and 
Brunswick High School.

Standout performances 
for the year included a 
strong effort on our home 
course during Parents’ 
Weekend by Trey Moss 
with a time of 18:42. 
Eric Fishkin put in a 
strong finish at the MAC 
championship, taking 
24th place overall with 
a time of 18:58.  Alex 
Romine showed quite a bit 
of promise, finishing in 
the top seven at the IPSL 
championship.

The team was very 
small this year and only 
fielded a varsity at most 
of the meets.  Our Sixth 
Formers, Trey Moss, Alec 
Riser, Cole Douglass, 
and Bill O’Leary did an 

admirable job of leading 
the team. The remaining 
eight returning runners 
have potential. Both 
coaches are looking 
forward to next season.

Coach Kate Cerruti
MVP: Eric Fishkin
MIP: Alec Riser
Coaches’ Award: Trey Moss

Junior Varsity Cross Country Award Winners

MVP: Alex Romine
MIP: Bob Fu
Coaches’ Award: Yousef Ali
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vARsity field hoCkey

The theme for the 2015 
varsity field hockey 
season was P.A.C.E., 
which stands for 
Positioning, Awareness, 
Communication, and 
Effort. This year, we 
wanted the girls to focus 
on improving their 
awareness of their space 
on the field, and on 
working with each other to 
become a stronger unit. By 
committing to this goal, 
supporting each other 
with positivity, and putting 
forth a strong effort in 
both practices and games, 
the team achieved this 
goal. In addition to these 
improvements, they also 
strengthened their passing 
and stick skills, increased 
their confidence, and 
ultimately earned a 
winning record for the 
season (8-6).

This year’s team was 
made up of 18 young 
women (nine of whom 
were Sixth Formers) who 
brought a determined 
attitude and a love for field 
hockey to every practice 

and game. We 
were fortunate 
to have many 
returners. We 
also gained 
some strong 
players from 
the JV squad 
who came 
with a strong foundation 
and an eagerness to learn. 
The combination of focus 
and experience allowed 
the team to focus on 
improving specific skill 
sets, such as making aerial 
passes, and ultimately 
made us more of a threat 
on the field.

On the sideline, we were 
incredibly fortunate to 
have a dedicated, energetic 
coaching staff whose 
commitment to the team 
helped the girls rise to 
their full potential. Sixth 
Former Carissa Falanga 
served as the team's 
manager. Her attention 
to detail helped every 
practice run smoothly 
and her passion for the 
game inspired others to 
play harder. Returning 

Assistant Coach Elaine 
Thurman, who played 
Division I Field Hockey 
at Colgate University, 
served as an asset to the 
team and helped the girls 
strengthen their skills and 
overall understanding of 
the game. We were lucky 
to have a new addition 
to the coaching staff 
this year. Anne James 
worked specifically with 
the goalies, which helped 
immensely to develop 
their specific skills and 
confidence. We are 
grateful to have her as a 
part of the team!

This year, our offense 
was led by Sixth Formers 
Emerson Younger 
(Captain and Most 
Valuable Player) and Lydia 
Radley (Most Improved 
Player). Both girls 

dominated in their hustle 
to bring the ball down the 
field, and in their support 
of their teammates. Radley 
led the team in goals with 
12 for the season and 
eight assists. Younger 
led in assists (11 for the 
season) and secured 
seven goals during the 
season. Fifth Former 
Hannah Lee made 
significant improvements 
on the offensive line 
with five goals and one 
assist. Fourth Formers 
Kendall Kothari and 
Ady Kurtz (one goal) 
both show potential for 
future seasons with their 
dedication to the team. 
We were fortunate to have 
such strong leadership 
from our offenders this 
season.

Our midfield consisted 

Coach Daphne Clyburn
MVP: Emerson Younger
MIP: Lydia Radley
Coaches’ Award: Louise Dickinson

Junior Varsity Field Hockey Award Winners

MVP: Maggie McFillen
MIP: Grace Bowers
Coaches’ Award: Rosy Lin
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of three returning players, 
Sixth Former Louise 
Dickinson (Captain and 
Coaches’ Award) and Fifth 
Formers Claire Fulton 
and Elizabeth Fahey. 
The combined energy 
of these three players is 
seemingly unstoppable. 
On offense, they scored 19 
goals together (Elizabeth 
with 10, Claire with four, 
and Louise with four). 
Defensively, they moved 
the ball up the field and 
around the opposing team 
with strong stick skills 
and powerful defensive 
tackling. Dickinson played 
a crucial role in helping 
to rebuild the defense by 
taking free hits out of the 
circle and participating in 
defensive corners. Though 
Dickinson will truly be 
missed, we are excited 
to see Fahey and Fulton 
return to the team next 
year. Together, the three 
midfielders helped make 
this a winning season.

We lost three of our 

four starting 
defensive 
players last 
year. So, we 
were prepared 
to do some 
rebuilding 
coming into 
the season. 
We were 
fortunate to 
have returning 
Sixth Former 
Debbie 
Otenaike to 
lead the defensive unit. 
She made tremendous 
improvements, 
particularly in her 
powerful block tackles 
and hustle to the ball. 
Her mental toughness 
inspired others to work 
harder. Fifth Formers 
Naydia Rowe and Claire 
Zimermann and Fourth 
Former (and newcomer) 
Aimée Egwudobi were 
crucial defenders. Coco 
Peng, Melinda Kan-
Dapaah, and Sissi Yang 
(Sixth Form) all made 

great improvements 
throughout the season and 
were a valuable presence 
on and off the field. In the 
beginning of the season, 
this defensive group had to 
work hard to develop their 
skills. However, as the 
season continued and their 
communication improved, 
they became a powerful 
force. We are excited to 
see many of them return 
to the team next year. In 
the goal, we were grateful 
to have returning goalie 
Kristen Deiner (Sixth 
Form) to work with 
newcomer Max Adjei-
Dadson (Fifth Form). 
The dedication that these 
two brought to each 
practice was unmatched. 
The two worked together 
to strengthen their skills 
and developed into a 
commanding threat on 
defense. Adjei-Dadson 
ended the season with over 
90 saves and we are excited 
for her return to the team 
next year!

Overall, there are 
three major things that 

contributed to the success 
of the varsity field hockey 
team this season. First, 
love the game and each 
other. This group of girls 
loves field hockey and 
loves to work together 
as a team. This love 
inspires their desire to 
work hard in practices 
and in games. Second, 
work together as a unit 
instead of as individuals 
on the field. Finally, 
effort is everything. When 
we worked hard and left 
everything on the field, 
we felt proud of our 
accomplishments, even 
if we didn’t win. It is an 
honor to have worked 
with this group of girls 
this season. I look forward 
to seeing them grow in 
future seasons. Finally, I 
would like to thank all of 
the faculty, staff, students, 
family, and friends who 
came to cheer us on at 
games. Your support is 
immensely important to 
us. We truly appreciate 
you. Go Saints!
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vARsity footbAll

The 2015 football season 
was one of growth and 
progress. The team 
included mostly Third 
and Fourth Form athletes 
with a smattering of upper 
formers. Two starters 
returned on defense, and 
three on offense from 
the previous year. Eleven 
players were not on the 
roster last year.  The 
players hit the ground 
running, putting in a hard 
week of three practices per 
day to get ready for their 
first and only scrimmage 
against Mercersburg 
Academy. Sixth Formers 
Ethan Spicher, Lukas 
Pank, Luke Thompson, 
Levi Schindel, and James 
Liu provided leadership 
early on in camp. When 
the players voted for team 
captains, they chose Levi 
Schindel, Lukas Pank, and 
Tyler Rehman (Third 
Form) to represent them.

During the second week 
of the season, the Saints 
lost to Clear Spring in a 

41-34 contest. The team’s 
inexperience proved too 
costly in the opening 
contest of the season. The 
Saints earned their first 
victory of the year, scoring 
41-23 against Berkeley 
Springs. Tyler Rehman 
led with 259 passing yards 
and three touchdowns. 
Parker Tribble (Fourth 
Form), Cole Menas (Fifth 
Form), and John Metchie 
(Fourth Form) all caught 
touchdown passes from 
Rehman. Third Form 
kicker David Wardowski 

connected on 5 of 6 PAT’s. 
Michael Kraeker (Fifth 
Form) and Logan Treiber 
(Third Form) led the team 
in tackles.  

Next up for the Saints 
was a game at the Maryland 
School for the Deaf. A 
strong final defensive 
stand helped Cole Menas 
intercept a pass that sealed 
the win for Saint James. 
Third former Carter 
Bowers led the team in 
tackles from his linebacker 
spot. Will Knutsson 
(Fourth Form) Michael 
Kraeker and Steven 
Schwartz (Third Form) 
made five tackles.

The Parents’ Weekend 
game against Potomac was 
a back and forth contest. 
Potomac scored with less 
than two minutes in the 
game to go ahead 17-14.  
Many teams would have 
folded, but not the Saints. 
SJS drove the ball down 
the field with the clock 
ticking toward zero. The 
Saints made an impressive 

last-minute score of 21-17 
moving to 3-2 for the year.

The Saints hosted 
the Maryland Central 
Christian Crusaders in 
a battle of offenses since 
neither team could stop the 
other. Saint James rushed 
for a season high 329 
yards with John Metchie 
earning the bulk of those. 
Logan Treiber and Jalen 
Anderson (Fourth Form) 
also carried the pigskin 
with great effectiveness. 
Cole Menas, TJ Quelet 
(third form) and Parker 
Tribble helped Tyler 
Rehman add to his season 
totals with 199 yards 
passing. However, the final 
score was 49-43 Maryland 
Central Christian.

Scoring 45 points 
in most games would 
guarantee a victory. But 
this isn’t true when you give 
up 55 points. The final 
league game of the year for 
Saint James was at Sidwell 
Friends School.  Sidwell 
boasted a veteran team with 

Coach John Root
MVP: Tyler Rehman
MIP: Ronald Garrett
Coaches’ Award: John Metchie

Junior Varsity Football Award Winners

MVP: Jalen Anderson
MIP: Carson Riser
Coaches’ Award: Ned Bai
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size and speed. However, 
the Saint James offense 
moved the ball at will and 
the defense stopped Sidwell 
play after play. The second 
half saw Saint James put 19 
more points on the board 
while Sidwell scored 20. 
In the end, breakdowns in 
coverage spelled doom for 
the Saints. 

Saint James completed 
the regular season against 
National Collegiate Prep, a 
new opponent.  The game 
also marked the last game 
for Ethan Spicher, Lukas 
Pank, Luke Thompson, 
Levi Schindel, and James 
Liu. They were recognized, 
along with their parents, 
for their contributions to 
the team. 

Until this point of the 
season, the Saints had 
shown promise, producing 

yardage and points on 
offense and showing 
great individual effort on 
defense. But the Saints 
had not been able to put 
together a complete game. 
At last, the Saints seemed 
to have everything going 
as planned. The defense 
tackled, sacked, rushed, 
attacked, cornered, and 
harassed the ball carriers 
from National Collegiate 
Prep all afternoon. The 
defense held their running 
game to minus five yards 
on 27 carries and had 
14 plays that resulted in 
negative yards. Michael 
Kraeker had five sacks 
while Lukas Pank made 
two. Carter Bowers (Third 
Form), Logan Treiber, 
David Wardowski, and Cole 
Menas each had one sack. 
Colin Williams (Fourth 

Form) tallied a beautiful 
diving interception. 
Offensively the Saints were 
led by John Metchie’s three 
receiving touchdowns.  
Tyler Rehman had 226 
yards passing. Treiber, 
Pank, Anderson, Tribble, 
and Metchie carried the 

ball for a combined 153 
yards on only 21 carries. 
The Saints eclipsed the 35 
point difference.  When 
the final whistle blew, the 
Saints moved their record 
to 4-6 with a 55-8 victory.

The Saint James football 
team completed its ten 
game season with many 
accomplishments.  The 
team was so young that 
it returns virtually every 
starter on offense and 
defense for the 2016 
season. Six Third Formers 
and seven Fourth Formers 
started in 2015 for the 
Saints. The team got better 
every week. Even when 
faced with opponents who 
were more experienced, 
bigger, and had more 
depth, the team did not 
back down or show fear. 
Although the roster was 
made up of 36 individuals, 
the players always 
considered themselves one 
TEAM.
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vARsity golf

The Saint James golf team 
has a bright future. We are 
young and full of potential. 
Our goal for the year was 
to develop a solid routine 
that allowed us to eliminate 
the “Double Par” fiascos 
that plagued us in our 
2014 campaign. Coach 
Karl Yergey and I were very 
pleased with the progress 
we made throughout the 
trimester. It was a very fun 
season. Our players always 
had a great attitude and a 
positive outlook towards the 
game. I believe we have some 
golf “lifers” on our team. 

The season was 
highlighted by the 
performances of Andrew 

Shen (Fourth 
Form), Colin 
Sappenfield 
(Sixth Form), 
and Ryan Stakes 
(Fifth Form). 
All three players 
were consistently 
in the top four 
scorers. Colin, 
one of our senior 
leaders, was able 
to end his career 
with three straight birdies. 
Andrew and Ryan will be 
returning next year. I look 
forward to having them as a 
solid core for years to come. 

We also had some 
newcomers who stepped 
up at the end of the season. 

Ethan Ho (Third Form) 
showed a lot of promise 
despite having almost no 
experience. Towards the 
end of the season he was 
consistently one of our 
best scorers. Jacob Yang 
(Fifth Form) will also be 
an integral part of the team 

going forward. 
Our young team lost a 

lot of close matches to very 
good squads. Our potential 
is very promising. We 
should make a lot of noise 
on the golf circuit next year.

Coach Nick Gurol
MVP: Colin Sappenfield
MIP: Ethan Ho
Coaches’ Award: Ryan Stakes
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vARsity giRls’ soCCeR

The varsity girls’ soccer team 
had a record-breaking year. 
Since there is no JV team, 
incoming players are often 
trying the sport for the first 
time and are thrust into the 
fast pace and high demands 
of varsity competition. 
This year’s group of new 
Saint James athletes, Katie 
Barnes (Sixth Form), 
Aisling Mensah (Fifth 
Form), Marion Karenzi 
(Fourth Form), Amanda 
Reyes (Fourth Form), 
Hannah Ryan (Second 
Form), Samantha Brown 
(Second Form), Lauren 
Russell (Fifth Form), 
Morgan Moseley (Second 
Form), and Brooke Adams 
(Third Form) faced the 
challenge with courage and 
grace, inserting themselves 
into the team dynamic in 
positive and unique ways. 
Their contributions helped 
make achieving our goals—
double digit victories, a 
record above .500, and the 
first IPSL Championship 
in the history of the 
program—a reality.

The athletic department’s 
theme, “Saint James Pride” 
was a great fit. Pride means 
respecting your teammates 
and coaches. It means 
making sacrifices that allow 
you to show up for them 
every single day. 

Changes to the team’s 
culture started in the 
offseason. Sixth Formers 
Leanne Ludwick and 
Maddie Craft were 
joined by Fifth Formers 
Bailey Adams, Carter 

Pennington, and 
Chandler Marshall 
in encouraging their 
teammates to participate 
in a local summer league, 
and to attend soccer camps, 
weekly pick-up games, and 
conditioning practices over 
the summer. This paid off 
in August when the team 
came back together, ready to 
begin the season.

Another deciding factor 
in this season’s success 
was the outstanding 
performance of our Most 
Valuable Player, Leanne 
Ludwick. She holds herself 
to high standards and 
challenges her teammates 
to work harder and to be 
better soccer players and 
better people. The gritty 
determination she brings 
to the pitch epitomizes the 
sentiment “refuse to lose.” 
Twice against Goretti and 
once against Spring Mills, 
in do or die, win or lose 
situations for the team, 
Ludwick found the ball at 
her foot and did everything 
in her power to score the go 
ahead goal with only seconds 
remaining on the clock. 
Once again this season’s 

statistical leader, Ludwick 
finished the season with 15 
goals and 7 assists.  

Joining Ludwick as the 
team’s top scoring threats 
were a mighty trio of Third 
Formers: Lilly Noel, 
Christa Bartlett, and Tessa 
Douglass. Noel started the 
season off hot, scoring two 
goals in each of the Saints' 
first two outings, a 4-2 
win over Hedgesville, and 
a 4-1 win against Berkeley 
Springs. Douglass was 
responsible for one of the 
prettier Saints’ goals of the 
season, a picture perfect 
head ball off a Ludwick 
corner kick in a 2-1 victory 
over Mercersburg on 
Parents’ Weekend. From 
her position in the center of 
the field, Douglass matched 
Ludwick’s contributions in 
the assist category, recording 
seven of her own. 

Christa Bartlett displays 
an intangible quality 
described as “having a 
nose for the goal.” It’s not 
a skill that can be taught. 
Luckily for the Saints, 
this year’s Most Improved 
Player, has it in spades. 
Her natural athleticism and 
competitiveness, combined 
with her growing technical 
skills, have allowed her to 
grow exponentially as a 
soccer player. Her scrappy 
style of play, unwillingness 
to give up, and desire to 
improve, make her a player 

to watch in the future.
This season, the Saints 

doubled their scoring 
production from 22 
goals in 2014 to 43 goals 
in 2015. But, in sports, 
it’s not offense that wins 
games, it’s defense. Despite 
suffering a number of 
injuries, the back line put 
in a strong season led by 
Coaches’ Award recipient, 
Chandler Marshall. Rising 
to the challenge of a new 
position in the center of the 
defense, Marshall brought 
her fearless style of play to 
her new role. Whether man 
marking an opponent’s 
speedy striker or being 
everywhere she needed to 
be at just the right moment, 
she came through for the 
team in a big way.

Fourth Former Alexia 
Tiches also found a new 
home with the defense when 
injuries sidelined starting 
center back Nicole Taulton 
(Fourth Form) and Sixth 
Form Captain, Maddie 
Craft for a couple games in 
the middle of the season. 
The defense grew into a 
hardworking, well-oiled 
machine, working in tandem 
to prevent balls from getting 
through the line to Fourth 
Form goal keeper Emma 
Ober. Ober put in a number 
of stellar performances this 
season averaging just over 
eight saves a game, and 
allowing on average only 1.2 
goals per game.

We had many reasons 
to celebrate this season. 
While it was no easy task 
to win a championship, it 
will be even more difficult 
to defend it. Next season 
will bring new players, 
new dynamics, and new 
challenges. The Saints will 
be ready!

Coach Laurie Douglass
MVP: Leanne Ludwick
MIP: Christa Bartlett
Coaches’ Award: Chandler Marshall
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vARsity boys’ soCCeR

As a first year coach, it’s 
always hard to come in and 
try to change a team. To my 
surprise the team accepted 
me and my new philosophy 
toward coaching soccer (stay 
loose, have fun, but give it 
your all).

Soccer is a sport that’s 
only successful if you play as 
a team. It’s also a great tool 
to help players succeed in 
future life adventures and 
successes. 

It was an honor to 
coach these great young 
gentlemen. Our MVP 

Tucker Almany (Fifth 
Form) was a tremendous 
asset to the team. Without 
him, we would never have 
made it to 231 game saves. 
Wow.

As for our offense, 
Ryan Brown (Sixth Form) 
had 13 goals, Guillermo 
Gomez (Third Form), Tobi 
Akanbi (Fifth Form), and 
Sixth Formers Paul Jin, 
Andy Zhang, and Drake 
Marshall each scored goals 
and were challenged by 
playing against defenses with 
year-round soccer players. 
Our boys stood tall and took 
on that challenge, exceeding 
last year’s goals scored by 21. 
Congratulations.

As for our defense, 
Hayden Lyles (Fifth Form), 
Noel Patterson (Fifth 
Form), Kofi Agyeman 
(Fifth Form), Efim 
Oykhman (Sixth Form), 
Jaret Mahoney (Fifth 
Form), James Carden 
(Fourth Form) and Teddy 
Batson (Fifth Form), who 
transferred to a new school 
during the season, all did a 
tremendous job. No matter 

what the formation or 
challenge I gave them, they 
played their hearts out. I am 
very proud of all of you.

Next, we had our 
players who came off the 
bench: Huey Ahn (Fifth 
Form), Grant Springer 
(Sixth Form), Philip 
Megrue (Fifth Form), 
Harry Masker (Fourth 
Form), Sean Choi (Fifth 
Form), William Shin 
(Sixth Form), Alex Kim 
(Fourth Form) and Jordan 
Walendom (Third Form). 
People sometimes don’t 
understand why players 
would stay on a team when 
they don’t get much play 
time. The answer is simple. 
These are the real team 
players. These players 
were always ready to fall in 
where needed. They never 
complained about not 
being on the field. They 
showed up for practice 
every day, even though 
they knew their chances 
of starting weren’t great. 
As much as I love all of my 
players, these boys earned 
my great respect. I am 

grateful to them for always 
being there when needed.

Charles Sullivan (Fourth 
Form) was our backup 
goalie and was injured for 
part of the season. I have 
the greatest respect for this 
young man. When you have 
a starter goalie like Tucker, 
the backup doesn’t get much 
playing time. No matter 
what, Charles was always 100 
percent into the game. He 
did whatever was asked of 
him. My thanks to Charles 
for his big heart and for his 
dedication to the team.

Even though the season 
wasn’t a winning one, it’s 
not always the points on 
the score board that are 
important. It’s how you 
act. All of these young men 
represented Saint James 
with honor and dignity.

Thank you all for being 
on the team and for creating 
a special place in my heart.  

I will be honored to have 
(except the Sixth Formers) 
you all back on the team 
next season.

Coach Patrick Matthyssens
MVP: Tucker Almany
MIP: Kofi Agyeman
Coaches’ Award: Grant Springer

Junior Varsity Boys’ Soccer Award Winners

MVP: Victor Gomez Ruiz
MIP: Elliott Lyles
Coaches’ Award: William Chiang
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vARsity volleybAll

Our season ended almost 
as it began: with 4 games 
against the Maryland 
School for the Deaf (MSD). 
However, the events in 
the middle built our 12-8 
season. 

We shot out of the gate 
with some wins against 
Goretti, Berkeley Springs, 
Brookewood, and my 
sister’s Spring Mills team. 
We had some momentum, 
and focused on these two 
objectives: 

1. Beat the teams 
in our league, 
and

2. Prepare for 
the championship game 
against MSD.
On September 19th 

we went, as we do each 
year, to the Fannett-Metal 
tournament in PA. Each 
year we battle, and each year 
we place second or third. 
Not this year. The girls 
played their game—they 
communicated on the court, 

found what worked—and the 
first place trophy is in our 
display case. 

We had some tough 
matches this season. One 
of those was against South 
High. Our team stuck 
together in both the home 
and away matches, giving the 
crowd something to cheer 
for. There were lots of long 
volleys and some amazing 
plays. Although it was a loss 
on our books, Kevin and 
I viewed it as a win for the 
betterment of our team. 

The win against 
Mercersburg on October 
10th sealed the deal for us 
to compete for first place in 
our league (for the second 
year in a row). That match 
was a nail-biter. Each team 
and each player gave 110 
percent every time the ball 
was in the air. Mercersburg 
knew that if they won it 
would put them with us in 
a three-way tie for second. 
We ended up not only going 
to five games, but taking it 

right down to the last few 
points of the fifth game. It 
was definitely the match of 
the season.

After that match, well, the 
rest is history. We practiced 
with no other intent than 
to beat MSD on October 
22nd. Unfortunately, MSD 
came out on top in the end. 
However, that loss in no 
way changed the journey of 
our season, which was one 
of growth, development, 
friendship, and laughter. 
The 2015-16 Saint James 
volleyball season was one of 
the best the School has seen. 
We are only just beginning. 

Coach Blakeley Jackson
Co-Coach Kevin Heffelfinger
MVP: Sophie Abeles
MIP: Giuliana Gentile
Coaches’ Award: Trinity Schlotterbeck

Junior Varsity Volleyball Award Winners

MVP: Mary James
MIP: Nelly Xie
Coaches’ Award: Jennifer Lu
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eight sChools set to plAy in
2016 sAint JAmes invitAtionAl touRnAment

A field of eight basketball teams will 
play in the Saint James Invitational 
Tournament (SJIT), hosted by Saint 
James School in Hagerstown, MD, 
March 10-12, 2016.

The eight-team field includes 
several powerhouse teams: Saint James 
School (host, MD), Benedictine 
High School (VA), Our Savior New 
American School (NY), St. Benedict’s 
Prep (NJ), Riverdale Baptist School 
(MD), Cesar Chavez (DC), Sunrise 
Christian Academy (KS), and 
Broadfording Christian Academy 
(MD). The post-season tournament 
will showcase several outstanding 
players from around the country.

Four games will be played each 
day, culminating in a championship 
game. Ticket prices, times, and 
game pairings will be announced 
at a later date and will be posted on           
www.stjames.edu.

“This promises to be an excellent 
tournament,” said Saint James 

School Athletic Director, Jim Fahey. 
“We’re excited to host the SJIT.”

There will be a Saint James alumni 
gathering on both Friday and 
Championship Saturday. Alumni, 
former players, and coaches are 
invited to attend.

Alumnus Scott Barr ’78, serves 
on a planning committee for 
the tournament. “News of the 
tournament's return is being received 
enthusiastically by everyone,” stated 
Barr. “We are even hearing from SJIT 
participants who attended other high 
schools. It is going to be a great year 
for SJS basketball, culminating with 
the SJIT.”

The SJIT was hosted by Saint 
James School for nearly three 
decades, originating in 1974. 
Governor Thomas Johnson High 
School (Frederick, MD) won the 
SJIT championship in 2002, the last 
year the tournament was held.

Tom Dickman, the former head 

basketball coach of Governor 
Thomas Johnson for 29 years, 
remembers his team’s 75-59 win 
over Notre Dame Academy during 
the SJIT. “I have nothing but fond 
memories of the tournament,” 
said Dickman, Athletic Director, 
Hood College. “The atmosphere, 
the quality of players, the crowds, 
and even the concession stand were 
always top notch. The SJIT gave us 
an opportunity for exposure as a 
public school.”

Notable players including, 
Dennis Scott, Tracy McGrady, Jerry 
Stackhouse, Jason Capel and Kevin 
Sutton played in the SJIT.

Are you interested in supporting this event? If 
you would like to join us as a sponsor, please 
fill out this form, selecting the level that is right 
for you.
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2016 SJIT Sponsorship Registration Form 

March 10-12, 2016 

Sponsor Information 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________         

Business: _____________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________________________ 

State: ___________________________      Zip:_____________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________ 

Cell: __________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Registration Options 

Mail:     Saint James School 
    Office of Development  
              17641 College Road 
              Hagerstown, MD 
              21740 
Online: www.stjames.edu  

Fax:        301-739-0043 

Questions: SJIT@stjames.edu 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

 Elite Level Package:$10,000            

 Diamond Level Package:$5,000 

 Crystal Level Package:$2,500 

 Platinum Level Package:$1,000 

 Gold Level Package:$500 

 Silver Level Package:$250 

 Bronze Level Package:$100 

 Other Sponsorship 
Amount______________ 

Payment Options 

 Enclosed is my check in the amount of  $    
payable to Saint James School.  

 Please charge my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover 

      _________ - _________ - _________ - _________ 

      Exp date _____ / _________  
      Security Code ________ 

Sponsorship Total $ ________________ 
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living legACy: 
Alumnus Randall Finn Preserves a Saint James Icon

For many years, experts 
from Antietam Tree and 
Turf, a local company 

owned by former Alumni Council 
President, Randall Finn '89, have 
been administering special care to 
the School's iconic poplar tree to 
keep it strong and healthy. One of 
the oldest trees in Maryland, the 
stately poplar has stood sentry over 
the central circle for more than a 
century. It is estimated to be between 
300 and 400 years old. Finn and 
his team of experts are working to 
ensure that the tree will thrive for 
centuries to come.

“That poplar is special to all of us,” 
he said. “It’s the front of the School 
and the centerpiece of the circle. 
There is no circle without the tree.”

Finn’s crew has been working to 
ensure that the tree’s roots have room 
to grow. They have loosened top soil 
and clay around the roots, mixing 
in compost, fertilizer, and water to 
nourish and protect the poplar.

Antietam Tree and Turf is 
responsible for a variety of campus 
beautification efforts. Under Finn’s 
direction, the company has planted 
at least 200 trees and shrubs on 
School grounds. The alumnus is 
also responsible for the flourishing 
maple trees by the Refectory. When 
the dining hall was constructed, the 
roots of these trees were impacted. 
Finn’s team worked hard to restore 
the dying trees. He reports that they 
are “doing great now.”

“School is an important part of my 
life,” noted Finn. “It feels like home. 
I love coming back, walking around, 
and watching sporting events. Now, 
my friends’ children attend Saint 

James. My own child will attend the 
School,” he added. To Finn, known 
for his modesty, it’s only natural 
that he would contribute to “the 
betterment of the campus” he loves 
so much.

We are grateful to Finn for his 
generosity. Here’s to wishing our 
resilient and iconic poplar a long and 
healthy life. 
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20th AnnuAl
sAint JAmes golf ClAssiC

The 20th Annual Saint James Golf Classic was held on September 28th at Beaver Creek Country 
Club in Hagerstown. The event, which supports the School’s scholarship fund, brought out more 

than 60 golfers. Chris Masker, Jeff Cooper, Tracy Piper, and Dean Hamburg
(shown with their prizes) were the winning team.



| classmates |

44     Review   •   Fall 2015

MY FAVORITE SAINT JAMES MEMORY

blACk JACk, blACk mAgiC,
And oCCAm’s RAzoR

By J. Scott Geare ‘66

Owing to the vast number 

of Saint James memories 

I fondly hold, the simple 

request to select just one favorite is 

difficult for me. So many choices! 

Like so many things, what is simple 

in concept is often difficult in 

the execution. As I pondered this 

conflict for several weeks, a very 

ancient memory of a Saint James 

experience emerged from the 

fetid recesses of my mind. This 

memory presented itself as the 

perfect solution in that it had to 

do with a task that was disarmingly 

simple to understand, yet a Gordian 

undertaking to perform.

Many Review readers today 

never knew the School’s former 

headmaster, Father Owens. Let me 

just tell you that he (along with most 

of our adult mentors) was identified 

by his protégés with certain 

nicknames or codes, one of which 

was the rather edgy moniker, “Black 

Jack.” This appellation portrayed no 

sinister denizen of a dark alley, but 

rather, referred to his conservative 

clerical wardrobe and his black, snap 

brim hat. To us, his impressionable, 

Second Form spawn, this dark and 

conservative attire imparted a certain 

mysterious nature.

I don’t know if the tradition 

continues today, but in the early 

1960’s Father Owens hosted a “get-

acquainted” dinner party in his 

residence (Rich Cottage) for the 

newly arrived Second Form class. 

After we supped on the kitchen 

staff’s finest, we were ushered into 

the living room where, at Father 

Owens’ direction, we cautiously 

seated ourselves on chairs and 

couches around the perimeter of 

the room. FO (another code name 

for our headmaster) then dawned—

figuratively speaking—his magician’s 

hat and suggested we play a game 

called “Black Magic.” Spooky.

“Does anyone know how to play 

this game?” he asked through a sly, 

thin smile, as he scanned the room 

in the manner of a highly trained 

observer, which, indeed, he was.

Only one of us knew. So, this boy 

was designated as the “receiver” in a 

demonstration of mental telepathy 

in which Father Owens was the 

“sender.” The receiver was instructed 

to exit the salon. Then, a student in 

the room was asked to point to (but 

not to say aloud) any object in the 

room. The receiver was then called 

back. Father Owens began pointing 

to various objects, asking, “Is it 

this book? Is it this lamp? Is it this 

candy dish?” and so on. The receiver 

replied “no” to each question until 

the correct object was indicated, 

at which point the boy responded, 

“Yes, it is the candlestick” (naming 

whatever the target item happened 
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to be). All of this was accompanied 

by gestures suggesting great mental 

effort by Father Owens and his 

receiver—furrowed brows, finger tips 

massaging temples, grunts—that sort 

of thing.

Now, the object of the game was 

simple enough: observe the process 

and figure out how it works. When 

someone believed he had acquired 

the “black magic,” he was invited to 

be the next receiver to test his mental 

acuity. After several trials, whether 

he was gifted or not became clear. If 

so, then the new mentalist was sworn 

to secrecy. Soon, a busy chatter filled 

the room as various theories were 

introduced. For example, the sender 

always pulls his ear before pointing 

to the object; he leans to the left (or 

to the right); he looks at the ceiling; 

it is always the fifth item, etc. None 

of these theories proved correct. 

Gradually, more and more people 

caught on to the secret. At last, the 

answer was revealed to us, and it 

could not have been simpler or easier 

to remember.

Which brings us to Occam’s razor, 

proposed in the early 14th century 

by Friar William of Ockham. This 

famed rule of thumb says that 

among competing explanations for 

anything, the simplest is the best.

This brings me back to the 

current day. Why should this be my 

favorite memory? Of course, it is 

a pleasurable recollection and fun 

to tell. But it also speaks to deeply 

formative and enduring changes 

that arise from the very simple and 

irreducible gifts that are the Saint 

James experience: discernment and 

informed volition. Friar Bill may 

have had it right that simplest is best. 

However, that does not mean that the 

simplest explanation is the obvious 

one. Nor does it mean that simple 

is necessarily easy—easy perhaps as 

concept, but often painfully difficult 

as action. The gift of the black 

magic, and the gift of Saint James, is 

learning how to know, knowing what 

to do, and then choosing to do it for 

the greater good.

Oh! And the simple solution to 

black magic? I’m still not tellin’.

J. Scott Geare ‘66

John Scott Geare ’66. His yearbook senior page reads: “Scott is the self-appointed class 
philosopher. And while he is not always comprehended, he is always willingly heard.”
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ClAss notes
1987
Rick Hoff and his wife, 
Christina have left 
the Eastern Shore and 
relocated to Columbia, 
SC. Their children Anna 
(10) and Corey (9) attend 
the Hammond School. 

2002
The Salisbury’s (Patrick, 
Judith and Ida) announced 
the arrival of the newest 
member of their family: 
Noah Patrick. He arrived 
In in mid-September and 
weighed a hefty nine pounds, 
five ounces. Mother, son, and 
big sister are doing well and 
look forward to introducing 
friends and classmates to 
Noah very soon. 

2004
After completing her MBA 
from the University of 
Miami, Whitney Kimmel 
moved to Santa Barbara, 
CA to take a position as 
Senior Web Optimization 
Manager for Citrix. She 
also recently moved into 
a new apartment with her 
boyfriend, Kyle. This 
summer, they earned their 
ASA sailing certifications 
and are looking forward to 
many adventures. In Santa 
Barbara, she was elected 
chair of the Junior League’s 
New Member Committee 
and was a founding 
member of the Roadmap 
to Results Women’s 
Leadership Group.

2005
Lauren (Blount) Ross 
and her husband, John, 
moved to Austin, TX in 
July. John is teaching math 
at Southwestern University 
and Lauren will continue 
to teach math for the 
Johns Hopkins Center for 
Talented Youth. Lauren 
earned her M.A. in Applied 
Mathematics from Johns 
Hopkins University in May 
and has also been coaching 
competitive gymnastics 
since 2012.

2006
Caroline (Combs) Adams 
was married to Jason 
Adams in Cashiers, NC 
in November 2014. The 
couple lives in Charlotte, 
NC.

 

2007
Nathan Hesse graduated 
in May from the Elliott 
School of International 
Affairs at George 
Washington University. 
He earned a M.A. in Latin 
American and Hemispheric 
Studies. His concentrations 
were in environmental 
policy and political science. 
He was published twice this 
past spring, and his final 
research was presented 
at the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for 
Scholars.

2010
Samantha Simmons is 
working as Assistant to 
the Publisher and Events 
Coordinator at Washingtonian 
magazine in Washington, 
D.C.

2011
Ross M.L. Reid graduated 
from Shepherd University 
in May with honors. He is a 
member of the Phi Kappa 
Phi honor society. He earned 
a B.S. degree in biology.

Noah Patrick Salisbury

GET IN TOUCH WITH US
The Office of Development and Alumni Relations
wants to hear from you. Send your news items to:

Amy Painter
Director of Communications

Saint James School
17641 College Road

Hagerstown, MD, 21740

or, send an e-mail to: alpainter@stjames.edu
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The Rev. Canon Ernest C. 
Osuchukwu, Principal of Mount 
Olive’s Seminary Umuezeala Nsu, 

wrote to thank Saint James students, faculty, 
and community members for sending cartons 
of books to his school in Nigeria. “Since the 
arrival of these books,” he wrote, “we have 
made efforts to develop the infrastructure 
in our new Library. Both the students and 
teachers are making good use of the books 
you mailed to us and are so happy for your 
love and assistance.” 

The Principal visited Saint James School in 
2013 (his visit was reported in the Fall 2013 
issue of the Review magazine.)

in memoRium
Valinda B. “Linda” Fielden, the wife of Edward 'Skip' Fielden ’61, 
died on June 12, 2015.  

Mr. Cyrus S. Radford, Jr. ’48, died in June 12, 2015.  

Richard Edwin "Dick" Miller, the father of Barrick H. Miller ’72 and 
Blair T. Miller ’79, died on July 31, 2015.

James D. Jasper, the father of James M. Jasper '75, died on August 10, 2015.

Lucy Trescott Edmunds, the grandmother of Hazel Edmunds 
’07, died on October 30, 2015.

George L. “Tim” Hopkins, (attended SJS from 1961-64) the 
son of G.L. Hopkins, a former Saint James faculty member, 
died on November 2, 2015.
 
David S. Campbell ’64 died on November 11, 2015.

CoRReCtions
There was an omission in the Spring 2015 Review magazine. 
Grace Fulton ’15 should have been listed as MVP for 
Varsity Lacrosse. 

Donny Anderson graduated in 1978 (not in 1958, as 
reported in the Spring 2015 Review magazine.)

We were recently notified that Dean Patterson ’72 
should have been included in the list of basketball players 
(recognized in the Winter 2015 Review magazine) who scored 
1,000 or more points during their Saint James careers.

Please be advised that previously published news regarding 
Lynley Peoples ’08 in Class Notes was submitted without 
Ms. Peoples’ approval.

CongRAtulAtions Mr. Jeremy McDonald, our visual art teacher, and his 
wife Miranda (and daughter, Reagan) welcomed Sutton 
Ellis Marsh-McDonald into the world on November 22, 
2015. Sutton is 7 lbs. and 10 oz. Congratulations!

George Hopkins
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During Alumni Weekend, the Alumni Council hosts a 
dinner and awards ceremony in honor of SJS alumni. 
Three awards may be presented: the Alumni Award, 
the Exceptional Service Award, and the Kerfoot Society 
for Distinguished Faculty—all sponsored by the Alumni 
Council. We invite alumni to nominate deserving 
candidates. Below, is information about each award.

Alumni Award
Each year, the Saint James School Alumni Council honors 
alumni who have distinguished themselves with outstanding 
service to the School and to society. Alumni of the School 
may nominate candidates for this award.

Nomination and selection criteria include:
· Active service to the School. For example, someone who 
served, or serves as a Class Agent, Trustee or Alumni 
Council Member

· Or, active leadership with the School. For example, 
someone who helped plan Alumni Weekend or other 
alumni events; or, someone who has helped lead 
fundraising efforts (i.e., for the School’s Annual Fund, 
Endowment, or Capital Campaign)

Exceptional Service Award
The Exceptional Service Award honors individuals who 
have provided exceptional service to the School and its 
alumni. Nominees do not need to be alumni or faculty of 
the School. The award is presented at the discretion of the 
Alumni Council. Nominations are considered on an annual 
basis. Both current and previous faculty and staff members 
are eligible for this award. Alumni and friends of the School 
may nominate candidates for this award. 

Kerfoot Society for Distinguished Faculty
Established to recognize faculty members who distinguished 
themselves above and beyond the call of duty, the Kerfoot 
Society for Distinguished Faculty was originally suggested 
by Jeremy H. Biggs '54 when he served as President and 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. He expressed that "a 
good part of the soul of the School is, and always has been, 
the wonderful and long-serving faculty who have been 
important to its history and to the lives of its students." 

Alumni of the School may nominate candidates for this award.
Nomination and selection criteria include:

· A person of strong moral character, and serving as a 
positive influence for students

· Serving as a mentor to students

· Showing dedication and loyalty to the School 
community

· Exhibiting outstanding service as a coach and/
or providing exemplary service as an advisor for 
non-athletic activities (examples: yearbook advisor, 
Mummers’ Society advisor, etc.)

Nominees Must:
· Be retired, or no longer on staff

· Have served Saint James School for a minimum of
 10 years

· Have served as a teacher or librarian

Individuals Eligible for Kerfoot Induction: 
Craig and Elizabeth Allen Aleda James
Norman Dill   Beverly Lamb
Robert Dinsmore  Walter McKinley
Benjamin Drake   Margaret Pennington
Robert Grab   Roger Ross
Hazel Hoyer

How to Submit Your Nominations
Nominations may be mailed, faxed, or emailed to the 
Office of Development and Alumni Relations. To 
download a nomination form from the website, please 
visit: www.stjames.edu/alumni/alumni-council.

Deadline: January 15, 2016

 By Mail: Saint James School
  Office of Alumni Relations
  17641 College Road
  Hagerstown, MD 21740

   By Fax: 301-739-0043

 By Email: jitell@stjames.edu

sAint JAmes seeks
2016 AwARd nominAtions



During this season of thanks, we want to express our 

gratitude to the many generous friends who contribute

each year to the Annual Fund. Your gifts make a

difference to many. The Annual Fund provides financial 

aid to students and supports visual and performing arts 

programming, student enrichment activities,

and a wide range of athletic opportunities.

Have you given?
If not, we invite you to support SJS this year.

How to Give
You may give online, by mail, or by wire transfer. To learn 

more visit: www.stjames.edu/giving/ways-to-give

Or, you may return the enclosed envelope with your gift.

A Season of Giving
Contribute to the 2015-16 Annual Fund

Giving from Last Year

Annual Fund
Total: $1,173,240

Who Gave?

100% of Trustees 

98% of Faculty & Staff

70% of Current Parents

34% of Alumni
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Saint James School Calendar 
Highlights: Winter 2016
December 18: Christmas Vacation begins 
January 4: Boarders return 
January 5: Classes resume 
January 18: Admission Open House 
February 4: Winter Long Weekend begins 
February 8: Boarders return 
February 9: Classes resume 
March 2 – 5: Winter Exams 
March 5: Spring Break begins 
March 20: Boarders return 
March 21: Classes resume 
March 27: Easter 
April 21: Spring Long Weekend begins 
April 25: Boarders return 
April 26: Classes resume 
April 29, 30, May 1: Alumni Weekend 
June 1 – 4: Spring Exams 
June 4: Baccalaureate 
June 5: Commencement (required of all students)


