
Hurricane Harvey Hits Texas
The Disaster, the Responders, 

and How You Can Help

People make their way through a flooded street during the aftermath of Hurricane 
Harvey in Houston, Texas. (Photo by BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI PHOTOGRAPHY)

    The last major hurricane 
to decimate Houston, Tex-
as, one of the a leading 
economic and cultural hub 
cities, hit on September 
13, 2008. Hurricane Ike 
was a Category 2 out of 
5, that killed killing about 
147 people and resulted 
resulting in a total of $27.0 
billion in damages, a hor-
rendous time rock bottom 
in United States storm 
weather history. Howev-
er, as the Earth’s changing 
climate settles hotter air 
over coastal regions, the 
perfect ingredients for a 
hurricane, storms are be-

coming fiercer: particular-
ly storms that brew in the 
Caribbean with warm air, 
low air pressure, and a flat 
terrain. Unfortunately, in 
comparison to Hurricane 
Ike, Hurricane Harvey 
was far more rav-aging. 
Between Friday, August 
25 and Saturday, August 
26, Hurricane Harvey 
made landfall as a Cate-
gory 4 Hurricane, which 
is characterized by winds 
between 131 and 155 
miles per hour, decima-
tion of residences, major
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Saints Defeat Blue Storm

What’s Inside

New UN Sanctions 
on North Korea

    The United Nations, with much 
push from the United States and 
its allies, has engaged in a silent 
war with North Korea, fought 
only with sanctions (threatened 
penalties for disobedience to inter-
national laws) and disregard from 
each respective side. Over the 
years, North Korea has made what 
many consider an unnecessary 
advance in nuclear weaponry and 
military power. These frightening 
developments have been viewed 
as an outcry of a war to come by 
powerful nations, who are afraid of 
any rash decisions that North Ko-
rea might make. China’s foreign 
ministry states that “North Korea 
has ignored international opposi-
tion and once again conducted a 
nuclear test, severely violating UN 
Security Council resolutions.” In 
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By Vincent Anani
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MEET OUR 
NEW FACULTY 
MEMBERS

CO-ED CROSS 
COUTRY TEAM

PRESEAON RECAP
Athletics and activities of 
the first week of school, 
Fall 2017. S6

STUDENT REFLECTS 
CHOIR EXPERIENCE
Read Elena Johnston,   
21’s, reflection about her 
time in the choir. S4

    September was an exciting 
month for both the Saint James 
varsity football team and the 
Saint James varsity field hock-
ey team. Both beat Mercers-
burg’s Blue Storm. On Septem-
ber 9th, the Saint James varsity 
football team won 53-7 on their 
home field. The game started 
slowly, and the Storm seemed 
as if they would keep the score 
very close. However, the Saints 
proved to be too quick and too 
prepared for the Storm. The 
whole team played well, and 
dominated on almost every as-
pect of the game. Chase Osinga 
had two touchdowns, including 
an incredible catch that seemed 
almost impossible. Jalen An-
derson ran 400 yards through-
out the entire game, and helped 
maintain a fast, successful pace 
for the Saints. John Metchie 
also had two touchdowns and 

By Mary James

 an interception, proving to be 
a threat on both the offensive 
and defensive side of the field. 
Jonathan Kamto anchored the 
defense, preventing the Storm 
from scoring more than sev-
en points in all four quarters. 
Miles Wyndham also had some 
key field goals to help the 
Saints maintain their lead. Ad-
ditionally, Tyler Grochot threw 
six touchdown passes, and 

brought key leadership which 
helped the Saints defeat the 
Saints. All in all, it was an 
exciting game to watch. The 
Saints not only showed up to 
play, but also to use their strong 
skills and teamwork to win.  
    On September 12, the Saint 
James Varsity Field Hockey 

continued on S4

EXPO 2017 IN ASTANA, 
KAZAKHSTAN
International exposition 
discussing the future of 
sustainable enetrgy.  W2

The Rohingya Crisis: 
Myanmar’s Hidden 

Genocide
By Jack Walker

    Since the 1970’s, ethnic clash-
es between Myanmar’s Rohingya 
minority and the country’s military 
forces have characterized Bur-
man race relations. These clash-
es have seen peaks and lulls in 
the time since, but have renewed 
since 2012, when riots in the Ra-
khine State between the Muslim 
Rohingya and Buddhist majority 
led to the mass persecution, dias-
pora and alleged ethnic cleansing 
of Muslims in the region. Since 
October 2016, the Rohingya per-
secution in Myanmar has come 
to a head once again, with ongo-
ing militant crackdowns alleged-
ly aimed at Rohingya insurgents 
but ultimately directed towards 
the state’s entire Rohingya popu-
lation. The army stands accused 
of broad human rights violations, 
ranging from rape, arson, infanti-
cide, and killings without proper 
legal proceedings. These claims 
are ignored by the government of 
Myanmar, leading to the question-
ing of human rights organizations

continued on W2

Two students, Rachel 20’ and 
Nicklas 20’, argure for ppo-
site sides of the Catalan In-
dependence movement. W3

An interview with Mrs. 
Ellis by Francine Diaz 
21’ S6

THE CATALAN INDE-
PENDENCE MOVEMENT

Get to know four 
of our new teach-
ers this year: Mr. 
Milbury, Mr. 
Gould, Mr. Ellis, 
and Mrs. Ellis.  
S4

A INDEPTH MOVIE RE-
VIEW: ROOM
Shirley 17’s review on 
Oscar nominated movie, 
Room. R7

    On October 15th, 1997, NASA 
launched a probe named Cassini to 
observe outer space. On Septem-
ber 15th, 2017, it ended its 20-year 
mission on Saturn.
    Cassini, after taking nearly seven 
years to get there, orbited the ringed 
planet for 13 years and almost two 
months. It collected extensive in-
formation on Saturn and its many 
moons and, of course, its rings. It 
landed an ESA, European Space 
Agency, probe called Huygens on 
Titan, one of Saturns’ moons. This 
was the first ever controlled land-
ing in the outer solar system. It 
found lakes of methane, geysers of 
water on Enceladus, another one of 
Saturns’ moons, and large, fuming 
hurricanes at Saturns’ poles.
    Sadly, to ensure that Saturns’ 
moons will remain in upmost con-
dition, Cassini was plunged into 
Saturns’ atmosphere. This caused 
its destruction and loss of signal 
on September 15th at 7:55 AM. 
The little space probe left behind 
mesmerizing photos that are sure to 
bring a tear to your eye. It’s amaz-
ing how alluring our universe can 
be if we just open our eyes and look 
up.
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WORLD EVENTS
Expo 2017 in Astana, 
Kazakhstan

Looking Towards the Future of Sutainable Energy

By Porter Spellmeyer

         A world’s fair, world expo-
sition, or universal exposition 
is a large international exhibi-
tion designed to showcase the 
achievements of nations. These 
exhibitions vary in character 
and are held in different parts 
of the world. One of the earli-
est and most influential World 
Expos was the Great Exhibi-
tion of the Works of Industry of 
All Nations, 
held in 1851 
at the Crys-
tal Palace in 
Hyde Park, 
London. The 
Great Exhi-
bition, as it is 
often called, 
was an idea 
of Prince Al-
bert, Queen Victoria’s husband, 
and is usually considered to be 
the first international exhibi-
tion of manufactured products. 
It influenced the development 
of several aspects of society, 
including art-and-design edu-
cation, international trade and 
relations, and tourism.           
    The most recent internation-
al exhibition is the Expo of 
2017, which was held in As-
tana, Kazakhstan. This expo 
lasted from June 10, 2017 until 
September 10, 2017. An esti-
mated 25 hectares, or 62 acres, 
was taken up by the event’s 
displays and pavilions. People 
from around the world came to 
the gathering. Over 100 com-
panies participated in a compe-
tition to design the grounds of

the expo, and over 100 coun-
tries and 10 international orga-
nizations were in attendance. 
The expo’s theme is “Future 
Energy,” concentrating on en-
ergy sustainability in the mod-
ern industrial world. The goal 
of the expo is to create debate 
between countries, non-gov-
ernment based companies, and 
the general public on the ques-

tion: “How do 
we ensure a 
safe and sus-
tainable ac-
cess to energy 
for all while 
reducing CO2 
emissions?” 
This is an in-
creasingly im    

perative topic, 
as global warming and envi-
ronmental issues are on the rise 
with new technological devel-
opments that drain resources 
and prove to be taxing to na-
ture. 
    An estimated 2 to 3 million 
people ventured through the 
expo between June and Sep-
tember. Livestreams for the 
event allowed even more uni-
versal access to the event. The 
future of world expos seems to 
be ambiguous, likely to con-
tinue for a long time. The next 
location that the expo is being 
held at is Beijing in 2019 and 
Dubai in 2020. For now, World 
Expo 2017 offered a successful 
and productive environment 
to look into the future of our 
world.

   (Photo by EXPO 2017 ASTANA)

North Korea Faces UN Sanctions
Continued From Page 1

response to these actions, 
the UN has been sanc-
tioning North Korea since 
2007; albeit, it has not 
been until recently that 
the UN had started heav-
ily implementing these 
sanctions, hoping before 
that North Korea would 
starve its military efforts 
before action was needed.
    These sanctions were 
put in place due to North 
Korea’s decision to ignore 
constant warning against 

nuclear warfare develop-
ments from international 
opposition. On September 
3, North Korea successfu-   
lly tested a hydrogen bomb 
that could have devastating 
effects on US allies, such 
as Japan and South Korea. 
The actions taken by the 
UN in response to North 
Korea’s nonobservance to 
policy were widely backed 
by UN powers. The South 
Korean government said 
this represented a “grave” 
warning to Pyongyang: the 
international community  

seen by most as a fair 
warning and good solution 
to stop the North Kore-
an regime. However, the 
president of the United 
States, Donald J. Trump, 
seems to think otherwise. 
Donald Trump, who previ-
ously had requested a full 
cutoff of all oil supplies 
to Pyongyang, thinks the 
sanctions fall short of a 
true solution. These sanc-
tions could come with 
harsh consequences to the 
US and all its allies—op-
position could instigate 
the war with North Korea. 
Even though officials have 
tried to prolong peace, it 
is alarming to think that 
anything could happen. 
North Korea has the South 
trapped under its thumb 
and Japan well within 
range of a ballistic attack. 
China’s difficult position 
has made it almost im-
possible to negotiate. All 
we can do is hope that, 
with the help of these new 
sanctions, the dictatorship 
in North Korea is stopped 
from waging nuclear war-
fare.

Hurricane Harvey Hits Texas
Continued From Page 1

was united in its opposi-
tion to Kim Jung Un’s nu-
clear developments. The 
sanctions put in place for 
North Korea by the UN 
is successfully trying to 
kill off trade revenue for 
the country by limiting 
the amount of crude oil 
allowed into the country, 
cutting off natural gas use 
in the country, and ban-
ning textile exportation 
from the country—its sec-
ond most lucrative trade 
source.
    These sanctions were 

erosion of beaches, and large floods. 
While the winds of this tempest 
were certainly damaging, 90% of 
the deaths that occurred were due to 
aggressive flood-ing, according to 
CNN news. Up to three feet of rush-
ing water, complemented by shards 
of trees, steel, and cement, flooded 
the streets, blocking transportation, 
communication, and the arrival of 
first-aid services. Touching down 
a total of three times, the first two 
days of Harvey’s presence wreaked 
havoc on the area with massive rains 
and a huge storm surge that made 
small urban ar-eas into swamps. The 
storm released a year’s worth of rain 
in less than a week in Houston and 
southeastern Texas. While the flood 
waters were less dangerous to be in 
in a rural or suburban area, Houston 
is the state’s economic culture back-
bone, filled with large landmarks 
and build-ings. Fortunately, by the 
27th, the winds had died down from 
130 mph to 40 mph and Harvey had 
transformed into a tropical storm. 
Just as the storm seemed to be dissi-
pating, disaster struck. According to 
World Vision, by Monday, August 
29th, two flood-control reservoirs 
had given way, increasing the wa-
ter levels throughout the Houston 
area, further damaging the city and 
entrapping the people within. The 
Governor of Texas, Greg Abbott, 
made an appearance stating that it 
recovery and re-construction could 
cost almost $108 billion, with almost 
185,149 homes destroyed, at least a 
million cars wrecked, 42,399 people 
in shelters, 120,000 people without 
power and water in their homes, and 
as of September, a death toll of 70 
people, and countless more injured 
(ABC News). Fortunately, by Tues-
day, August 30th, the Nimbostratus 
rain clouds had almost cleared, and 
the sun was visible for the the first 

time in several days.
    While Houston may not be the 
City of Brotherly Love, they cer-
tainly pulled together to compensate 
for their losses. Neighbors harbored 
one another, sharing food and hope 
that their situations would improve. 
Fortunately for them, first respond-
ers like the American Red Cross, lo-
cal Church groups, the Coast Guard, 
and others strived to help all of those 
who were, and still are, in need of 
relief. Unsung heroes include the 
‘Cajun Navy,’ which formed twelve 
years ago after Hurricane Katrina 
as a disaster relief organization. 
One hundred volunteers arrived in 
Hou-ston with an entourage of hunt-
ing boats, airboats, canoes, kayaks, 
and a shared idea of being good Sa-
maritans. Members bravely sailed 
the polluted and flooded streets, 
pulling people from the entrails of 
their own homes, the streets, and 
stranded buildings. The American 
Red Cross and basement-organiza-
tions put together meals, clothes, 
and refuge safety centers for those 
in need. A Houston brewery became 
a fresh water delivery organization, 
a bakery made plentiful amounts of 

pan dulce to distribute, a mattress 
warehouse housed the homeless, 
doctors paddled to those who were 
in need of immediate medical atten-
tion, and other acts of humanity and 
kindness have proved, once more, 
the strength of the bonds between 
countrymen. In a country that is 
constantly brewing with social, po-
litical, and economic tensions, it is 
truly amazing to see strangers put 
their differences, opinions, and egos 
aside to help one another.
    Want to help the Hurricane Harvey 
victims? While many people have 
been relieved, there are thousands 
more who are still in dire need of 
support and help. Visit the websites 
of the Greater Houston Community 
Foundation, Houston Food Bank, 
Houston Humane Society, and the 
United Way of Greater Houston to 
make small donations. Any amount 
helps and all amounts are appreci-
ated. Monetary donations, clothes 
for children, blankets for animals, 
and canned food is all sincerely and 
greatly appreciated. In such trying 
times, it is crucial to think empathet-
ically and to support one another.

Texas National Guards arrive to aid citizens in heavily flooded areas from 
the storms of Hurricane Harvey in Housto (Photo by ABC NEWS)

China’s Newest Trend

    Let me tell you about Chi-
na’s latest trend—and no, it’s 
not Arianna’s clothes. It’s the 
bike sharing system! If any-
thing took me by surprise this 
summer while visiting my 
family in Shanghai, it was this 
new transportation system that 
seemed to redefine city life and 
the way people moved through 
the city. For just 20¢ per hour, 
you can ride across the city in 
a rented bike, soaking in the 
breeze and sunshine. Normal-
ly in Shanghai and other major 
cities, getting around is hard. 
Taxicab services basically put 
your wallet on a diet plan, and 
the subway gets so crowded 
you wonder if God is making a 
sandwich out of you. This sys-
tem significantly reduces the 
cost of transportation and the 
city traffic, and, further, opened 
up a new business chain. If I 
had to go somewhere 6 blocks 
away, before the biking system 
I would have to walk all the 
way to the subway or waste 
time waiting for a cab. But 
now, with a quarter in my on-
line wallet, I’m good to go. The 

By William Wu

bike-sharing system truly 
broadened the market. Accom-
plished companies now have a 
new stage for advertisements, 
more mechanical jobs are 
available for the public, and 
the bike industry in China was 
reinforced, and investors gain 
more money to put into China’s 
other markets. Not to mention 
the environmental benefits of 
a pollution-free mode of trans-
portation sweeping the masses. 
Every single bike on the street 
is an investors’ investment, me-
chanics’ salary, and big corpo-
rates’ advertisement. This new 
fad is slowly but surely chang-
ing the transportation culture in 
Shanghai for the better.

(Photo by ROSY LIN)
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WORLD EVENTS
The North Korea Crisis Continued: An Indepth Timeline

By Francine Diaz

    Unless you’ve been living under 
a rock for the past year, you’ve seen 
the conflicts between the United 
States and North Korea: raging 
statements reflecting the turmoil 
the world finds itself in with North 
Korea’s recent increase in nuclear 
warfare. On September 12, North 
Korean ambassador Han Tae-song 
even threatened to “...make the 
US suffer the greatest pain it ever 
experienced in its history,” just a 
day after September 11, a day of 

who fell to acts of terrorism in 
2001. Back in January, when Don-
ald Trump was sworn into office, 
the situation with North Korea was 
still on the table and “to be negoti-
ated.” Almost seven months later, 
United States ambassador to the 
United Nations Nikki Haley states 
that “the time for talk is over.” 
This is a reflection of the feelings 
of many Westerners who fear the 
outcome of the conflict with North 
Korea. What exactly led us to this 
breaking point? 

    In January 2017, Korean Studies 
professor Andrei Lankov of Kook-
min University in Seoul said North 
Korea has “a wonderful tradition 
of greeting every new US presi-
dent with a bit of fireworks, some-
times a nuclear test...and they’re 
not going to break this tradition.” 
Lankov was spot-on in his pre-
diction—exactly one day before 
Trump took office, North Korea’s 
Chamjin-ri Missile Factory was 
preparing to test two inter-conti-
nental ballistic missiles, capable 
of reaching major cities in the 
United States. This and other nu-
clear developments led to a rocky 
start in American-North Korean 
relations at the start of the Trump 
presidency. United States Secre-
tary of Defense James Mattis went 
to South Korea to test and approve 
the Terminal High Altitude De-
fense Anti-Missile System, an in-
terception program that served as 
a precaution against North Korea’s 
“highly provocative” missiles. De-
spite China’s hesitations, the Unit-
ed States and Japan successfully 
intercepted a test missile with this 
program. This angered the North 
Korean government, and on Feb-
ruary 11 new information stated 
that a new breed of ballistic mis-
sile, the Pukguksong-2, was ready.

    After a seemingly peaceful pe-
riod leading up to March, North 
Korea made headlines once again 
after firing four ballistic missiles 
into the Sea of Japan on March 
6. In response, the United States 
endorsed the construction of a 
missile defense system on the 
Korean Peninsula. On March 20, 
North Korea tested a rocket en-
gine in Pyongyang that showcased 
the rapidly growing North Kore-
an nuclear system. In the face of 
potential missile war, schools and 
workplaces across Japan began to 
prepare evacuation drills as precau-
tionary measures for public safety. 
Tension arose again on April 2 
after President Trump announced 
that the United States could and 
would stand alone against North 
Korea if China failed to help in the 
defensive effort.  
    In April, North Korea stated the 
United States would encounter 
“reckless acts of aggression” with 
“whatever methods the US wants 
to take.” Soon thereafter, it was 
discovered that North Korea had 
a sixth missile on the way, with 
alleged chemical components that 
would decimate populations fur-
ther. The United States afterwards 
went back to military action and 
dropped a Massive Ordnance Air 

Blast Bomb, a massive non-nucle-
ar weapon. Afterwards, North Ko-
rea retorted and showed off its new 
prototypes: including two freshly 
developed ICBMS. Missiles again 
were launched and the United 
States strike group reinforced its 
presence in the Korean Peninsula.  
    In recent months, more back to 
back missile testing on the side 
of North Korea has resulted in 
the United Nations giving a new 
round of sanctions to North Ko-
rea in early September. These new 
sanctions struck a nerve with Kim 
Jong-un, resulting in his threat-
ening the United States with “the 
greatest pain...ever felt.” Many 
ambassadors of the United States 
believe these threats are no lon-
ger for show—they foreshadow 
war. These comments were made 
early-on in September, and threats 
are being thrown around lightly. 
For the sake of our nation, it is 
my hope that the United Nations 
will may squash this dispute. As 
the citizens of the United States of 
America, we must keep alert and 
prepared for any change of action. 
Nuclear warfare is not something 
to toy with, and North Korea needs 
to realize that.

(Photo by ABC NEWS)

The Rohingya Crisis
Continued From Page 1

ing of human rights organi-
zations including the United 
Nations. While the Rohingya 
people continue to be racially 
targeted, murdered, raped and 
abused, world organizations 
and powers fail to interject, of-
fering the acceptance of some 
refugees and little more.
    Myanmar is an incredibly 
diverse country, with over one 
hundred minority groups. Like 
most diverse regions, con-
flicts between different races 
and cultures are frequent and 
hostile. The Rohingya people 
primarily occupy the north-
western region of Myanmar. 
Self-identifying as the de-
scendants of Arab traders who 
migrated to the region in the 
fifteenth century, many Ro-
hingya have deep roots to the 
region. Still, the Rohingya are 
allowed citizenship, and have 
not been since the 1947 Myan-
mar nationality law which re-
quire==s citizens to “[belong] 
to any of the indigenous races 
of Burma.” Their citizenship 
status disallows them various 
political and social rights: the 
Rohingya are ineligible to vote 
and must obtain legal permis-
sion to travel. On top of this, 
the Myanmar government lim-
its the Rohingya people to two 
children per family—while not 
heavily enforced, this clearly 
evinces attempts at Rohingya 
population limitation in the 
country, further suggesting acts 
of ethnic persecution. the Unit-
ed Nations released a report 
based on interviews with Ro-
hingya refugees, which stated 
that half of those interviewed 
had lost a family member to 

Myanmar’s Rohingya persecu-
tion, and half of the interviewed 
women had been the victim 
of sexual violence or rape. 
The reasoning for this cruelty 
claims to be in response to in-
surgents in the area, but crosses 
the line of acceptable political 
responses and affects innocent 
civilians. This targeting of the 
Muslim Rohingya in Myanmar 
truly aims to strengthen the 
Buddhist majority and protect 
it against Rohingya advances 
in Burman society.
    The Rohingya continue to 
be directly persecuted for their 
race. The apathy, or, at least, 
lack of action of countries and 
major organizations around the 
world have allowed this issue 
to descend towards genocide. 
In June 2017, Burmese State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi 
was welcomed into Toronto 
by Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau. In November 
2015 American politician Hil-
lary Clinton praised Suu Kyi 
and the Burman people on 
twitter for “never giving up 
in the long struggle to bring 
change to their country” (ref-
erencing various reform efforts 
occurring in the country at the 
time), ignoring the mass mi-
gration of the Rohingya people 
from the country to avoid eth-
nic persecution. World leaders 
and powers praise Myanmar 
and its politicians for their so-
cietal progress, but totally dis-
regard the trials in inhumane 
treatment of the country’s mi-
norities.
    In response to the worsen-
ing situation in Myanmar, the 
United States is increasing its 
aid to the Rohingya by $32 
million dollars, and countries 
around the world are accept-
ing more refugees who seek  

sanctuary in trying times for their 
people. At this point, it is clear 
that the Rohingya are being tar-
geted, but, as historical trends for 
the people suggest, this persecu-
tion will not end anytime soon. 
Too many times in history have 
countries and militaries gotten 
away with racial discrimination 
and ethnic persecution. Unless 
this crisis is met with a tight fist 
from world powers, the age of 
targeting minorities will contin-
ue in South Asia, and genocide 
will still have a foothold in the 
modern world.

Rohingya refugees shelter from the rain in a camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. 
(Photo by CATHAL MCNAUGHTON)

The Catalan Independence Movement

    On October 1, it finally hap-
pened. Catalans had a chance 
to vote on whether they want to 
separate from Spain and form 
their own state. However, the 
government located in Madrid 
did whatever possible to stop this 
referendum from happening. The 
government is threatening Cata-
lan government officials with jail 
time and is saying that they will 
arrest anyone who tries to give out 
ballot papers. Nonetheless, one of 
the most crucial questions of this 
whole movement is ‘Why should 
Catalonia gain independence from 
Spain?’
    To start off, Catalonia and Spain 
have different cultures. People 
from each place do not value the 
same things, and they think differ-
ently. For example, in Catalonia, 
bullfighting has been prohibited 

while it is still a popular pastime 
in Spain. Additionally, Catalonia 
has its own language, flag, autono-
mous government, and more. It al-
ready has all it needs to become its
own nation. The only thing hold-
ing it back is Spain.
   One of the main reasons that 
Spain does not want Catalonia to 
leave is because of how because 
of how much the Catalans con-
tribute in taxes. Catalans get back 
less in federal spending than they 
contribute in taxes. Furthermore, 
Catalonia contributes a lot to the 
economy of Spain. It accounts for 
more than 25% of Spain’s exports. 
Thus, Spain is doing its best to 
hold Catalonia back from indepen-
dence for its own good.

  Catalonia stands to lose much 
more from a secession than it 
would gain. Independence, al-
though on the surface seeming 
beneficial, would actually harm 
Catalonia substantially. Due to 
its vast wealth in comparison to 
Spain’s fourteen other large di-
visions, it is taxed slightly more 
money per person. This is in or-

der to distribute the wealth evenly 
giving affordable healthcare and 
repairing infrastructure in areas 
that cannot afford it. Catalonia 
exports 45.6% of its commerce to 
the rest of Spain alone, crippling 
its economy if there isn’t a mutu-
al separation. Catalonia’s GDP is 
about $255 billion, and a seces-
sion will only grant them a $15.34 
billion, but the loss in mutual trade 
will be far more money, nearly 
$20.76 billion! Perhaps most im-
portantly, every other aspect of 
the Catalonian economy would 
be crippled. A secession will de-
stroy approximately 450,000 jobs. 
That’s one out of every three peo-
ple unemployed! Not only that, 
but they would lose an immediate 
$23.89 billion in international in-
vestments. This withdrawal has 
been fueled over the past years by 
ignorant politicians trying to get 
elected, and providing incredibly 
biased information. Using nation-
alism as an excuse, they neglect 
to inform of all the practical and 
frankly unreasonable downsides of 
such a secession. Don’t you think 
that the loss of so much economy 
makes a withdrawal narrow-mind-
ed and illogical?

Supporting Independence 
by Rachel Levasseur

Against Independence
by Nicklas Pank

    Two of The Jacobites'  World 
Events reporters went head-to 
-head, arguing opposite sides of 
a recent political movement in 
Spain: the Catalan independence 
movement. Who do you think ar-
gued their side better?
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SCHOOL EVENTS
Getting to Know Saint James’ Very Own Senior Prefect: Colin Williams 17’

By Jimmy James

    I had the chance on a Sun-
day afternoon to interview the 
one and only, Colin Williams. 
I learned a lot about him that I 
didn’t know. I feel that I know 
him a lot better now, and am ex-
cited to share the interview.

JAMES. What was going 
through your head on graduation 
day when you heard your name 
associated with the words senior 
prefect?
WILLIAMS. It was pretty spe-
cial. It was a pretty special thing 
because it’s hard to know if peo-
ple are recognizing how hard 
you’re working, because they’re 
not always coming up to you and 
saying, “Great job. I recognize 
your hard work, etc, etc.” So, 
just the fact that you are put into 
that role shows that everyone has 
seen you do what you’re doing 
and they understand that and 
they respect that, and that’s real-
ly special as a person. Especially 
when you’re not always the cen-
ter of attention, because I’m defi-
nitely not that kind of person. It’s 
just special.

JAMES. Did you think you were 
going to be a prefect, let alone 
senior prefect?
WILLIAMS. I did. I did think 
that. I knew I wanted to be se-
nior prefect since second form 
and going into the end of fifth 

form, people started coming up to 
me more frequently, saying, “I’m 
voting for you.” And personally, 
I voted for myself, so I felt that I 
deserved it. But you can’t be sure 
until commencement day.”

JAMES. Did being selected mean 
more to you because you have 
been at the school for so long?
WILLIAMS. It did, and I feel 
like if you do the five years, and 
five years as a boarder, then you 
have a deeper understanding of 
the school, and a deeper love for 
the school. And that love for the 
school is pretty much the most im-
portant thing when you’re a pre-
fect. And I think that those second 
form boarders are the people that 
get that the most.

JAMES. What is it like being a 
prefect? Do you enjoy the respon-
sibility?
WILLIAMS. It’s not so much dif-
ferent because the people who get 
voted as prefects get voted because 
they’re already that type of per-
son. So, my lifestyle hasn’t really 
changed too much. I have to stay 
up later (laughs), which is hard for 
me because I’m usually the first 
one asleep, so that’s a change. But 
it is fun. You’re still a student, and 
that comes first, but it’s not like all 
of a sudden I’m leading my peers 
and all of a sudden I’m looking af-
ter them and caring for them; that’s 
always been a thing for me. But 
not too many changes, just now 

you get a lot of perks that allows 
you to do that. So that’s help-
ful. The responsibility is not too 
much. It’s kind of fun, and it’s an 
honor. When you have that love 
for the school and for the student 
body that I was talking about, it’s 
really fun.

JAMES. Is it at all hard to manage 
not only yourself and your school-
work, but all the other prefects?
WILLIAMS. Hard? Um... So, se-
nior year is comparatively easier 
than junior year, particularly for 
me. I dropped a class, so I’m not 
as stressed in the classroom, even 
though we are picking up the col-
lege process. It’s not hard manag-
ing my prefects because they are 
just as capable as I am to do their 
own thing, but when they do need 
to come to me for support, that’s 
just second nature for me because 
I love them so much. When they 
need to come to me about prefect 
business, they’re still my friends, 
so it’s not really work.

JAMES. Who are some former 
senior prefects that you admired, 
throughout your time at Saint 
James?  
WILLIAMS. Somebody I real-
ly admire is Leanne (Class of 
2016) because it doesn’t matter 
if you haven’t talked to her in six 
months; when you go up and say 
hi, you feel like you’re best friends 
with her. She’s just contagiously 
kind and she makes you feel that 

deeper level. When you’re talking 
to her you can’t help but smile and 
that’s something I really admire 
and something that I wish I had. If 
you make that kind of impact, that 
makes somebody else smile every 
day, that’s really all you’re being 
asked to do. Just make your student 
body happy and comfortable.

JAMES. What are some highlights 
of your Saint James experience 
thus far?  
WILLIAMS. Something that was 
really fun was going to Hershey 
Park my fourth form year. I was 
actually hanging out with a group 
that I usually didn’t hang out with, 
one of whom was Parker Tribble. 
And that day kind of led to us be-
ing roommates the next year. And 
it was just a great time. It was pour-
ing rain so you just had to buy in, 
and make some fun out of it; be-
cause it wasn’t the best conditions, 
which was what I really enjoy, that 
when everything’s against you, you 
can still find fun in it with each 
other. Parker and I actually ended 
up getting away from the rain, and 
having a cup of coffee in a store. 

We left for an hour and a half, just  
talking and getting to know each 
other. Even though we had known 
each other so long, we got to that 
deeper level which allowed us to be 
roommates. I was also hanging out 
with just different people I usually 
don’t, so that was awesome.  

JAMES. Last question. Any advice 
for younger students, paving their 
way through the Saint James cur-
riculum? 
WILLIAM. Throughout my years 
here, I’ve probably stayed up af-
ter lights out three times doing 
my homework. So that’s definitely 
not necessary. You don’t need to 
stay up after lights out. When you 
set that goal to be done with your 
homework at ten o’clock, at the end 
of study hall, you should be done 
because I’ve definitely been in a 
position where I’ve had a pretty 
rigorous course load, and I wasn’t 
staying up all night, every night. 
Just hold yourself to that higher 
standard. Plan, and just spread it 
out. But when it comes down to 
it, keep that perspective; it’s just 
homework. It’s not the end of the 
world if you don’t get something 
done. It’s more important to take a 
break, come back to it, take a nap, 
come back to it. Just go to bed, 
start again in the morning. Sleep’s 
very important. What else? Get that 
teacher that can really help you. 
That teacher for me is Mrs. Zawie. 
Just somebody you can go to about 
everything.

New Faculty Members Join Saint James Family
    As we start a new school year at Saint James, we are lucky to be joined by many new 
teachers. Here are a few new and friendly faces you might see about our campus:By Jackson Pentony

Originally from Concord and 
a graduate of the University of 
New Hampshire, Mr. Milbury 
teaches Geometry, Linear Al-
gebra, and two AP Calculus BC 
classes. This is his twentieth year 
teaching, and if you’re planning 
on wrestling this winter, you’ll 
definitely see him, as he is also 
the Assistant wrestling coach. 
In his free time, he enjoys cook-
ing, watching sports, and lifting 
weights. His favorite part of 
Saint James so far is getting to 
know all the smart and funny 
students that we have.

Mr. Gould is a graduate of Da-
vidson College in North Caro-
lina, and was raised in Durham 
North Carolina. He has also lived 
in Houston, Texas and Tampa 
Bay, Florida. He teaches one 
Third Form English class, and 
three Fifth Form English classes. 
In his free time he enjoys making 
music, he was a jazz pianoist and 
he also plays guitar. While work-
ing at Saint James, he enjoys the 
small size of the classes, and how 
easy it is to get to know people 
and see them often.

Mrs. Ellis is from Washing-
ton, D.C, and she graduated 
from Sewanee, the University 
of the South. This is her tenth 
year teaching. She is not only 
the Head of the English de-
partment, but also she heads 
the Irving Society, which is a 
creative writing club featured 
in the paper, and coaches cross 
country. Her favorite part of 
St. James is how the commu-
nity functions, and all the nice 
people. 

Mr. Ellis, also a graduate of Se-
wanee, teaches American Lit-
erature fourth form and World 
Literature sixth form. He is 
from Tallahassee, Florida, and 
is the yearbook advisor. This is 
his 5th year working with high 
school students in a boarding 
school environment, but his 
first year as a full-time English 
teacher in the classroom. Pre-
viously, he worked as a long-
term substitute and as an En-
glish and ACT/SAT prep tutor 
at Darlington School in Rome, 
Georgia. There, he lived on 
campus with his wife, Mrs. El-
lis. He enjoys the works of C.S 
Lewis.

An Insight to 
SJS Choir
By Elena Johnston

     One may describe the Saint James 
chapel choir as “the heart of mark on 

alumni and current students alike. 
Most recently, the choir performed 
for the funeral of Dave Barr. Selec-
tions from the funeral include Amaz-
ing Grace, The Road Home, Averum 
Corpus, Psalm 23 and a myriad of 
hymns chosen especially for this 
event.
    The choir has already been work-
ing hard during this 2017-2018 
school year because of the large role 
that they play. They practice nearly 
every day in the Fine Arts Building. 
The choir sings at least one hymn 
everyday in morning chapel and 
sings a full mass on Wednesday and 
Sunday. They also go on a yearly 
tour. This year, they will most likely 
be traveling to England. This event 
will showcase the great talent that 
the choir possesses.
    One of the favorite school tradi-
tions is Lessons and Carols. Lessons 
and Carols, the Christmas mass, is 
the choir’s showcase. As the fall be-
gins, the choir will continue to work 
hard to prepare for Lessons and Car-
olsand many wonderful events to 
come. With many new members, the 
choir’s sound is outstanding.

(Photo by ELENA)

    Be sure to say hello to these new teachers when you pass them in the hall or see them around campus 
Make them feel welcome like you felt when you first came! Here are the four teachers that we will 
formally introduce in the next edition: Ms. Miller, Ms. La Nasa, Dr. Weibel, and Dr. Brauner. Read the 
next edition of the Jacobite to find out more about them!

the school”. 
Often per-
forming at 
w e d d i n g s 
and funer-
als, the choir 
has left their 

(Photos by JEE YOON KIM) (Photos by CHIBUIKE D)

(Photo By CHIBUIKE D)
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New Year 

New Schedule

    With the 2017-2018 school 
year many changes have been 
brought into the lives of return-
ing students that new students at 
Saint James may not be aware 
of. Many returning students are 
getting accustomed to the more 
streamlined schedule with class 
times that are not impossible to 
remember, and newly branded 
class blocks referred to by letter 
names.
    In previous years, classes start-
ed at odd times that even had 
veteran teachers guessing when 
periods started and ended. These 
old class times ended at peculiar 
times such as 10:57 or 3:11, and 
felt as if it was always different. 
This is due to the built in few 
minutes the old schedule had for 
students to get from one class 
to another. Although you could 
get to class on time easily with 
time to spare, many students 
would resort to gazing at the 
schedules plastered on the win-
dows beside classroom doors to 
discover when they would finish 
a class. On the flip side, in this 
year’s schedule students can eas-
ily memorize the organized class 
start and end times. However, 

this is only possible with the ex-
clusion of the extra time students 
previously had to get from class 
to class. With this, the rebrand-
ing of periods being referred to 
letters instead of 1st, 2nd, or 3rd 
has simplified the difference be-
tween a full and half day.   
    This year, periods are being 
referred to by letters rather than 
numbers. On a normal full day, 
you would read your schedule as 
A, B, C, D, E, F, and G. Last year 
was also straightforward on full 
days with periods being referred 
to as first, second, and third, and 
so on. However on half days it 
was rattling to map your sched-
ule in your head, as your regular 
1st period class may be 2nd on 
a half day, while your 4th period 
class may be 1st. This year stu-
dents can immediately pick up 
on Tuesday and Thursday sched-
ules, as they’re in order of your 
normal full day schedule, but 
divided between Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Tuesdays are A, B, 
C, and D, and Thursdays pick up 
with E, F, and G.
    The schedule changes are un-
usual for returning students who 
are accustomed to the schedule 
of last year, but new students 
and returning students alike can 
easily adjust to it.

By Yousef Ali

2017 Chapel Leadership
By Alex Romine

    At St. James school, students 
are given the opportunity to be a 
part of the chapel as an acolyte 
or chorister. Once a student is an 
acolyte or chorister for a certain 
extent of time, and have shown 
that they are dedicated, inspira-
tional, and other students look 
up to them, they can take a part 
of leadership with the teachers. 
There are five leadership roles 
in the chapel that students take 
part in. The roles are Senior Sac-
ristan, Senior Marshal, Senior 
Thurifer, Senior Chorister, and 
Senior Usher.
    The Senior Sacristan this year 
is Nicolette Ferris. The Senior 
Sacristan’s job is to know all 
of the roles of an acolyte, and 
to make sure everyone is do-
ing their job, “I’m supposed to 
know how to do everything, and 
I’m supposed to make sure that 
all of the younger sacristans are 
doing their jobs” (Nicolette Fer-
ris). Nicolette has been an aco-
lyte since her first year at Saint 
James (third form year). “Father 
Daniel (the chaplain before Fa-
ther Keyes) kind of pushed me 
into doing it. My big-sib 3rd 
form year was the Senior Mar-

shall (what Liz does now), and 
she signed me up without really 
getting my permission” (Nico-
lette Ferris). Her advice for any 
new acolytes is that it’s okay to 
make mistakes in the chapel, and 
that they happen a lot. “As far 
as advice, we all mess up, too, 
so don't be worried about it! I 
make at least one mistake every 
service. Most people don't even 
notice” (Nicolette Ferris).
    Liz Worth, who has been serv-
ing the church for four years 
now, is the Senior Marshal. The 
senior Marshall is responsible 
for making sure other acolytes 
do their job. Liz has been an ac-
olyte since her third form year. 
She decided to join the chapel 
because she wanted to engage 
into the service and see the chap-
el in a completely different way. 
Her advice for any students who 
are considering becoming an ac-
olyte is to try it at least one year. 
    The Senior Thurifer this year 
is Joe George. Joe’s job is to 
carry the incense or censer. He 
also leads the procession. “The 
thurifer’s job is to sense the 
chapel with incense and to lead 
the procession”(Joseph George). 
Before Saint James, Joseph was 
an acolyte at his own church. 

A Brief Description on 
the Revised Schedule

Joseph’s advice is, “I would tell 
anyone who wants to be an aco-
lyte to just get involved and go to 
church as often as possible” (Jo-
seph George).
    There are two students who take 
the role as senior chorister. The 
two senior choristers this year are 
Alex Kim, and Aimee Egwudo-
bi. The Senior choristers are role 
models for the other choristers, 
and make sure that the new cho-
risters understand what to do, 
and make sure the choir is work-
ing hard during every rehearsal. 
“Whether it is making others fo-
cus on Mrs. Stowe during rehears-
als or organizing their binders, my 
priority is to help the choir to be as 
efficient as possible” (Alex Kim). 
The Senior Chorister is someone 
who has be an experienced choris-
ter, “I was in choir since 3rd form 

so this is my 4th year” (Alex Kim).
    The senior usher this year is Ja-
son Kim. The senior usher makes 
sure that all of the ushers are doing 
their jobs, and that the chapel is 
opened and closed before and af-
ter each service. Between greeting 
people, inviting people to commu-
nion, and helping the other ushers, 
the senior usher helps maintain or-
der in the chapel. 
    A senior leader of the church is 
responsible for taking care of the 
newer students who join the chap-
el. They are not only leaders and 
helpers, but also friends of the stu-
dents and teachers. They are expe-
rienced at their job, and know what 
to do in almost every situation. 
They take care of the chapel, and 
help the students grow and prosper. 
 

(Photo by SAINT JAMES SCHOOL)

(Photo by SAINT JAMES 
SCHOOL)

The History of the Jacobite

BY JACK WALKER

    On October 5th, I interviewed 
Father Dunnan, Saint James head-
master, on behalf of the Jacobite 
staff, asking about the history of 
our school's newspaper and its 
name. Father Dunnan named the 
school's paper this year, returning 
it to the name of the original paper, 
dating back nearly a century be-
fore. The paper's name, to no sur-
prise, held particular significance 
to the school as a whole.

WALKER. Who were the Jaco-
bites and what is their significance 
to the school?

DUNNAN.  The “Jacobites” were  
the followers of King James II, 
who was deposed by William and 
Mary in the Glorious Revolution 
of 1688.  They were particularly 
strong when his second daughter 

after whom my own Charlie is 
named).  He led a Highland army 
out of Scotland into northern En-
gland but was defeated at the Bat-
tle of Culloden back in Scotland, 
which was a massacre.

WALKER.  How did Saint James 
come to use The Jacobite as a 
newspaper name? 

DUNNAN.  The reason our news-
paper was named The Jacobite is 

Looking Back on 
Our School History 

in its 175th Year

because we are the followers of 
“James”, in our case, St. James 
of Jerusalem.  It also has a “high-
land” the mountains west of Wash-
ington, and a “high church” ring to 
it, as High Anglicans were often 
Jacobites, which of course fits us 
as well.
    Knowing the history of our 
school's paper, we, The Jacobite 
staff, are more excited than ever 
to carry an old tradition into the 
school's new era.

Queen Anne died, and was fol-
lowed by George I of the House of 
Hanover. The Jacobites remained  
loyal to the “rightful” House of 
Stuart and led two revolts against 
the British government in 1715 
and 1745. The ’45, as it is called in 
Scotland, was particularly dramat-
ic, as it was led by “Bonnie Prince 
Charlie” (James II’s grandson, 

From the 1983 Saint James Bai 
Yuka; the Jacobite staff. (Photo 
by JACK WALKER)
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Saints Defeat 
Blue Storm
Continued From PAge 1

Preseaon Recap
By Kevin Jin

New Era of 
Football

By Zack Crampton

Set, Spike, Win, Repeat: Varsity Volleyball

(Photo by NICOLETTE FERRIS)

By Robert Purnell

    I’m sure you have seen our 
cross-country team run up hills 
with full force, sometimes defying 
gravity itself. These individuals 
are always spotted around campus 
full of energy and ready to take 
on any challenge. The question 
that remains is this: How can they 
keep running at a certain pace for 
45 plus minutes straight during 
practice and races? Do they imag-
ine some sort of compensation at 
the end of the finish lines? Or do 
their new coaches radiate positive 
energy? Most likely both. I had a 
chance to sit down with the new 
head coach, Mrs. Ellis, and find 
out how the season has been going 
so far.

Diaz. How did the idea of an all-
girls team occur to you and what 
were your expectations?

 Ellis. “When I first talked to Mr. 
Batson about starting up an all-
girls team he thought it was an ex-
cellent idea. He also told me that 
there would definitely be some 
girls interested. At the beginning I 
viewed it as a long-term goal that 
would progress slowly, howev-
er Darcy Farrel (4th former) took 
initiative and proposed the team 
idea, giving multiple reasons why  
an all-girl team would be effi-
cient and she totally facilitated the 
whole process.”

Diaz. What girls make up your all 
girls team as of now?

Ellis. “As of now, the varsity run-
ners are Darcy Farrell (placed 8th

By Francine Diaz

in the IPSL last year!), Morgan 
McMahon, Amelia Shaw, Elle 
Maubert, Kate Wu and Adyson 
Kurtz.”

Diaz. How has your previous expe-
rience with your other cross-coun-
try team helped with coaching our 
SJS athletes?

Ellis. “My old team in Georgia 
consisted of 20 girls and 25 boys 
and was altogether a big team. 
Since I have had experience with 
co-ed teams, I’m used to mixing 
things up and making races fun for 
everyone. My SJS athletes are lim-
ited to 7 varsity girls (names men-
tioned above) and my boys team. 
The starters include Eric Fishkin, 
Alex Romine, Jalen Miller, Teddy 
White, and Sheer Akot.” 

Diaz. In what ways do you keep 
your runners engaged and mo-
tivated in-between and during 
workouts?

Ellis. “ The first thing I try to do 
during workouts is not to have 
the athletes run in the same place; 
we usually go off campus to the 
C and O Canal. The change of 
atmosphere, allows them to stay 
enthused. 

I break down the workouts by hav-
ing them do race pace workouts, 
hill repeats, and sometimes just to 
make them break a sweat, run for 
45-minutes straight”

Diaz.  How does our SJS team do 
in cross-country meets and what 
energy do they bring with them?

Ellis. “A cross country meet gen-
erally has a tremendous energy to 
it--you’ll see our own SJS team-
mates stretching for an upcoming 
race, some cheering and show-
ing pride in their colors. There is 
much more of a sense of excite-
ment when they are all united as a 
team. I’m impressed on how they 
stand as a team. It is very rare to 
run a P.R. (personal record), but 
with a bit of dedication and hard 
work they ALL managed to run 
their all-time best performances 
(at a recent invitational meet).”

    Wherever our cross coun-
try teams at SJS go in the future 
(Smithsburg Invitational, Chesa-
peake High School, Williamsport 
High School and the eagerly antic-
ipated IPSL and MAC), we will be 
proud of the athletes and coaches 
hard work.

Cross Country 
Hits Its Stride

(Photo by THE FARRELLS)

    The loss of Tyler Grochot last 
year led to Cole Menas stepping 
in and filling the quarterback po-
sition with a somewhat different 
style. The reliance on the wildcat 
formation with John Metchie and 
Jalen Anderson was di erent from 
the usual throwing dominance. 
However, with Tyler Grochot be-
ing back from his torn thumb lig-
ament, the Saints have been of to 
a great start. They are now 5-1. 
The threat of John Metchie, Chase 
Osinga, Colin Williams, and 
others has greatly increased the 
throwing game, and it was shown 
against Mercersburg where both 
John Metchie and Chase Osinga 
had three touchdowns. Also, the           

dominance of the line has brought 
great success to the run game. 
Against Clear Spring and Mer-
cersburg, Jalen Anderson ran for 
199 yards and three touchdowns 
on eight carries, and 168 yards 
with one touchdown. The current 
almost unstoppable offense over-
looks the great de- fense. The ad-
dition of Jonathan Kamto Soh and 
return of Carter Bowers from his 
injury along with the returning de-
fensive players has brought great 
results. The defense has dominat-
ed so far, and continue to improve 
in every game. Keep up the great 
work Saints!

    If you ask any of the returning 
girls on the varsity volleyball team, 
they will tell you about the drastic 
change from this year to last. With 
team chemistry and stronger leader-
ship, everyone is finding their roles.
This team is destined for success. 
After sitting down with 2 of the 
team’s captains, Trinity Schlotter-
beck and Joelle Shultz, as well as 
their assistant coach Ms. Proctor, 
I was able to gather an inside look 
into the team. They all agree that the 
team chemistry has changed for the 
better this year, and that the team 
is truly operating as a unit. They 
have some new JV players that have 
moved up and really contributed to 
the team, especially on defense. This 
team’s chemistry comes from their 
“family atmosphere;” everybody is 
positive and picks one another up. 
Alessia Regazzoni, the 3rd captain 

    

of this team, epitomizes this. As 
described by her fellow teammates 

and coach she has “stepped up as 
a really good motivator, is always 
positive and brings good energy.” 
Also, Joelle has stepped into her 
role as a senior leader and has start-
ed to make this into her team.
    This year’s team also has many 
great new coaches, including Mrs. 
Schlotterbeck and Coach Peyton 
Wallack. Ms. Procter described 
Coach Schlotterbeck as the “yin to 
[her] yang”. The other newcomer, 
Coach Wallack, is highly respect-
ed by the girls and other coaches 
for her tremendous experience. She 
brings a great new element to 

this coaching staff.  
    When asked, Trinity said that hav-
ing her mom as a coach is a good 
thing. She says it “is definitely a 
challenge, but it’s nice getting to 
see her every day. [They] can work 
together and be honest with one an-
other, which makes things a lot eas-
ier.” This team also has a goal this 
season: to win the IPSL. They are 
very committed to being successful 
in this goal. I, for one, see no rea-
son why this wouldn’t be feasible as 
they have been off to a great start so 
far this season. 

(Photo by NICOLETTE FERRIS)

   The Saints ended their 
summer break and arrived 
on campus earlier than other 
schools to prepare for sports: 
an important aspect of the 
school outside of academics. 
Preseason is a time for stu-
dents to get ready athletically 
and participate in two to three 
practices a day, summing up 
to 4 to 6 hours of sports. Al-
though it can be quite a chal-
lenge for new students who 
are not used to the busy Saint 
James schedules everyone 
not only improved skill-wise, 
but also met new people. De-
spite of hard practices, stu-
dents had fun and participat-
ed in a lot of school events 
such as free movie runs, ice-
cream social and Skyzone. 
New borders also started to 
get used to boarding school 
life.
    Daily practices started at 
8:00 in the morning and end-
ed at 11:30, which was ex-
tremely hard since students 
needed to practice straight 
for more than 3 hours under 
90 degrees. In addition, they 
had 2 hours practice in the 
afternoon. Preseason was ex-

hausting but productive.  
    In addition, preseaon was 
important since JV (junior 
varsity) and varsity teams 
had tryouts.
    Some students anticipat-
ed trying out for new sports, 
which is a theme of the 
school (to have the opportu-
nity to try new things). Also, 
some students were excited 
to play their main sport. Stu-
dents had a diverse choices 
of sports to choose for the 
fall season--volleyball, soc-
cer, football, field hockey, 
cross-country, and strength 
and conditioning.
    Besides practices, teams 
also have games and scrim-
mages against other schools. 
Players showed what they 
had learned in practices and 
demonstrated new skills. 
Although a lot of teams lost 
their first games, they tried 
and practiced harder and 
harder everyday.
      Preseason was a great time 
for students to practice sports; 
they also got to learn about 
each other and get ready for 
school year to officially be-
gin. While tired and exhaust-
ed, most students had fun and 
enjoyed welcome week.

also played against Mercersburg 
in an away matchup. However, 
being on foreign ground did 
not prove to be a problem for 
the Saints. The girls won 4-2 
against the Storm in a come 
from behind win. This happened 
from the pure determination that 
the Saints dis- played during the 
game. While it seemed that the 
Storm had the win, the Saints 
refused to back down. Gracie 
Bowers and Olivia Welty tal-
lied two goals each, and Aleina 
Ruggiero had several saves in 
goal. The team work that the 
Saints had ended up being their 
secret weapon. While the saints 
had an early victory, they con-
tinued their victorious outcomes 
in their second matchup with 
the blue storm on September 
29th. They won 3-1 and proved 
to be a force to be reckoned 

with. Gracie Bowers had all 
three goals, and Aleina Ruggie-
ro had some nice saves. The en-
tire team worked hard, and also 
benefitted from players who 
returned from injuries. Now 
champions of the rivalry chal-
lenge, the saints look forward 
to keeping the rivalry challenge 
trophy and continuing their suc-
cess throughout the season.  
 

(Photo by MR. LACHUT)

(Photo by ELSA JENKINS)
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(Comic by JENNY CHANG)

Movies Now with Shirley Mao: Room
    If this is a romance fiction, then 
Ma may fall in love with the man 
who kidnaps and captivates her for 
seven years and live happy ever 
after; if this is a horror film, then 
the scene may full of blood and 
craziness; if this is an adventure 
movie, then Ma may escape from 
the tiny room with her own intel-
ligence. Unfortunately, none of 
these happens as it is a film based 
on a true story.  
    Just as the title of the film sug-
gested, the story takes place in a 
small room, (approximately the 
size of a double-bedded dorm 
room in Saint James School) 
which includes a bathroom, a 
kitchen, a bed, and a wardrobe. 
The dorm room may only survey 
you for a contemporary resting 
place, but the room means every-
thing to Jack, the five-year-old son 
of Ma and the kidnapper. Jack, 
who has never left the room since 
he’s born, sees the room as his en-
tire world and thinks of everything

outside the room fictional.    
    Instead of telling the entire sto-
ry from an adult perspective or 
from the victim’s perspective, the 
director decides to depict the sto-
ry through Jack’s point of view, 
which is so innocent that it is 
somehow funny and heartbreak-
ing. As Ma tries her best to escape 
from the room, her son Jack rather 
chooses to stay forever. This sharp 
contrast and interaction between 
Ma, who has experienced the di-
verse world outside and is long for 
her own freedom and relief from 
the repeated suffocating life inside 
the room, and Jack, whose entire 
faith and world is build upon this 
tiny room, is so fascinating that I 
believe it is one of the reason why 
this film is nominated for 2016 
Oscar Best Picture, which is won 
by Spotlight (which is also a great 
reality film about Boston Globe 
investigating the children harass-
ment scandal by the clergy.) 

(Photo by ROOM, THE MOVIE)

By Shirley Mao

    When I was a second former, I could not wait to be in the six form. 
Granted, I was extremely frightened of them, but I was also very jealous. 
There were so many luxuries they were able to enjoy! Now, being a six 

1) No study hall during 
spring: This goes for 
the seniors on honors 
or high honors, and 
those seniors are al-
lowed to chill in their 
room during study 
time. This is a great 
way to prepare us for 
college and teach us 
how to manage our 
time.

2) The soda fountain: 
Yes, Powerade and 
flavored water are 
enough to satisfy your 
thirst, but nothing is 
better accompanying 
your meal than an ice 
cold soda. This soda 
can also give you a 
great caffeine boost, 
which always helps me 
get through long study 
halls.

3) No check in at 
breakfast: Even 
though we still have 
to get up before 7:20 
for room inspection, 
that 40 minutes be-
fore chapel is a per-
fect time for some 
relaxation before your 
busy day, and not hav-
ing to speed walk over 
to the refectory when 
you realize it’s 7:50 is 
wonderful.

4) No check in at kemp 
on weekends: Now, 
check in at kemp is actu-
ally kind of fun; you get 
to snack on unhealthy 
food from the snack 
bar, watch the big game 
on the TV, and general-
ly enjoy the company of 
your friends. However, 
if you’re like me, who 
will jump into her paja-
mas concluding dinner 
after a long Friday, it’s 
nice to just jump in bed 
and catch up on home-
work or watch a movie 
until check in.

5) NO WAITING: No 
more heavy trays, no 
more crowded waiting 
lines, and no more anx-
iety throughout your 
classes, frantically go-
ing through your wait-
ing list to see if your 
time has come. Enjoy 
your lunch with no time 
crunch! Though, we 
wish we were still able 
to dispense during our 
lunches.

What is it Like to be a 6th Former?

former myself, I can tell you these luxuries are 
worth the wait. Here are some advantages to se-
niority at Saint James:

By Ady Kurtz

An Introduction to 
the Irving Society

    Welcome to the Irving 
Society, an ancient Saint 
James tradition brought 
back to life for you by Mr. 
Ponder, Mrs. Ellis, and 
many of our creative writ-
ers, fellow readers of the 
Jacobite. Of course, our 
little club does remind us 
of the likes of Dead Poet’s 
Society, but I assure you 
we are not sneaking from 
our dorms at  night to read 
poetry, we’re too square 
for that kind of nonsense. 
We all signed an honor 
code remember? Whether 
you enjoy poetry, narra-
tives, short stories, (or you 
just don't like reading the 

news) the Irving Society is 
here to provide a creative 
space, and hopefully a cre-
ative outlet for all of those 
stuck in the daily grind of 
Saint James life. Please 
enjoy what we’ve pieced 
together from our club 
meetings.

By Alexia Tiches

In a Wood
By Will Zimmerman

    James breathed silently 
in bated breath; the wind 
had become quiet and the 
leaves suspended their rat-
tling—there was nothing 
to hide his noise. He knelt 
in the thicket, being care-
ful not to dirty too much 
his blazer. He looked along 
the autumn path with wide 
eyes, scanning left to right, 
his eyes dancing from da-
tum to datum as his anxiety 
overcame his mind. Not 
just anxiety, but fear too—a 
primal fear that rose up and 
broke upon him like a wave.
    After a moment, which 
seemed like an awfully 
immense period, he crept 
out of the ditch, half on 
his knees and half squat-
ting as he moved onto the 
path. Where had it gone? 
He scanned the canopy. His 
eyes followed the large, 
arching branches as they 
wound their way across 
the sky, and when he met 
its end, his vise leapt to 

the next. Had it moved to 
the trees, whatever it was? 
What had he seen? At the 
initial glimpse, it seemed 
too big to be capable of 
scaling any tree: A form-
less but palpable appari-
tion. He had seen it merely 
for a brief instance: It sat 
crouched on the fringe of 
his visual cone, in between 
his periphery and that which 
he could clearly see, and it 
moved as his gaze, not yet 
realizing the form, looked 
straight down the path as he 
walked towards his destina-
tion. It, however, didn't just 
move along like some kind 
of visual error—perhaps an 
eyelash or a speck of dust 
fallen in the eye—but it 
crept as though a creature. 
It moved on stalky, creep-
ing stilts—or so it seemed. 
Then James, noticing the 
shadowy presence, turned 
his neck and shifted his 
gaze to meet it, it was gone; 
It brooded no longer in any 
corner of his eye. Gone. 
    It simply could not have 
moved that quickly or gone 
anywhere if it were any 
natural animal, but now it 

had seemed to pass, so he 
wiped the dirt and matted 
leaves off his lapel and be-
gan walking in the wrong 
direction. He realized this, 
turned around, and began 
again his trek. He regained 
his composure and assumed 
a regular gait. "Just a day-
dream," he told himself. He 
continued walking. Crack! 
came the report of a branch 
up and behind him may-
be a few meters, followed 
by a slight, gentle thud. He 
stopped himself, but he did 
not turn around—he dared 
not. He wouldn’t let fear 
consume him; he prided 
himself on being an intel-
lectual man, neither su-
perstitious nor ignorant of 
logic—plus, he wouldn't let 
this formless fear make a 
fool of him once again. He 
proceeded once again. Thud 
thud thud – the sound fol-
lowed. He stiffened his lip 
and began walking faster. 
Thud thud -- the sound pur-
sued and he quickened his 
pace accordingly. Closer and 
closer, louder and louder, the 
sound grew, and he began 
jogging. His jog turned into 

a run, and his run into a full-
on sprint. THUD-THUD 
THUD-THUD THUD-
THUD came the sound. He 
screamed something unin-
telligible in his breathless 
state. He was approaching 
the end of the forest which 
opened up onto a green val-
ley. In the distance, a cottage. 
He kept flight until his foot, 
stuck on a tree root, which, 
like a fulcrum, brought him 
down hard on the dirt. The 
sound followed until it was 
upon him, and his vision 
began to darken around the 
edges like a burning page. It 
was as though he were slid-
ing quickly down a tunnel—a 
shaft—of pitch-blackness, 
and as he was drawn down 
into this abyss by some un-
known force, home slipped 
away; He screamed, but came 
no sound. He was gone.  
An umbra—a darkness—
withdrew from the wood as 
though a cloud, whose shad-
ow cast itself upon the can-
opy, had moved on with the 
winds, and the valley was 
quiet. The forest path was 
empty, save a few leaves 
which blew in the breeze. 
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    Taylor Spikell (’20) is 
a key player on the Saint 
James varsity field hock-
ey team. She represents 
Saints Athletic fashion 
with a sporty and well-
matched outfit, incorpo-
rating Lululemon sports 
bra and shorts, along with 
a basic penny. Lululemon 
is an essential sports 
brand which promotes 
a healthy lifestyle. The 
sports gears are designed 
to give full support for 
yoga, running, training. 
Taylor’s Holy Child field 
hockey penny successful-
ly demonstrates her as an 
experienced, passionate 
field hockey player
    Taylor tops off her 
outfit with a bun, bring-
ing the sassy attitude on 
the field.

    Casey Kwon (‘18) al-
ways looks her best. This 
outfit incorporates casual 
pieces Casey wears on a 
day to day basis. Check 
out her lace-up bodysuit 
on American Eagle’s soft 
and sexy collection. Not 
only is it comfortable and 
eye-catching, it is also a 
great piece to celebrate 
the end of the summer. 
The ruffles on the top 
brings layers and a play-
ful vibe to the whole out-
fit.
    Casey chose High-rise 
jeggings which she also 
purchased from Ameri-
can Eagle. It is a stretchy, 
lightweight material per-
fect for the beginning of 
fall. Those jeans are super 
easy to throw on for chilly 
weekends.
    For shoes, Casey chose 
sandals from rainbowsan-
dals.com, considered by 
millions a staple footwear 
all year round. The single 
layer premier leather and 
the double snitched strap 
promise the sandals max-
imum durability and top 
quality.

Saint James  
Fashion Insider

(Photos by ARIANNA GAO)

By Arianna Gao     I didn’t mean to kill her. 
It was an accident. One 
moment the space in front 
of me was empty and in the 
blink of an eye, that exact 
moment when I swung the 
lamp in spite of the rage I 
was feeling, she appeared 
right there in front of me. 
IT WASN’T MY FAULT. 
She shouldn’t have been 
there. I told her to stay 
away from me. She is al-
ways trying to lecture me, 
she tries to change me, 
saying that the way I act 
around people is not nor-
mal. That I need to be po-
lite, she doesn’t understand 
that he is the one telling 
me to act this way. That I 
can’t fight him on anything 

By Veronica Rodriguez

In His Head

“Dear Liz,

    I feel like I’m always stressed, and as a result I have problems sleeping. Any advice?”

Dear Reader,

    Here’s a magic trick. Go into your room and shut the door. If you have twinkle lights turn them on. If 
not, try your best to create any sort of mood lighting. Whilst in that mood lighting, clean and organize your 
room. Once you are done, go make oatmeal. Leave your phone somewhere near the microwave. Re-enter 
your room. Grab your oatmeal and sit in the middle of your floor. Oatmeal is super hot, so just sit, eat it, 
and enjoy it slowly. Focus on the oatmeal—just the oatmeal. All your stress will slide away. Once you're 
done, climb into bed. The warmness of the oatmeal in your tummy combined with your nearly cleared head 
will make you fall asleep instantly. You got it.

Quotes of Lizdom: “God made strangers so you can talk to them.”
                               “Sacristans have the best people watching opportunities.”

Do you struggle as a Saint James student? As a teenager? Do you need some not so useful advice? If so, 
write to “Words of Lizdom” through the email seworth@stjames.edu. Your problems will always remain 
anonymous.

“Dear Liz,

    In my old school the workload was nothing compared to now at Saint 
James. I find myself getting frustrated at times and having to wake up early 
to finish an assignment that I could have done prior. Along with the workload 
comes practices and for some reason I can’t seem to balance my social life, 
school life and sports practices. Help?”

Dear Reader,

    Time management issues seem to be a popular motif in the life of Saint James students. From experi-
ence, I can tell you that the problem only intensifies as you grow older, as your youthful motivation fails 
and as senioritis slowly begins to kick in. The best thing you can do is learn how to nap. Seriously, I’m 
an expert napper. An expert to the level that I can fall asleep and have a dream within the time span of 
10 minutes. Find a comfy napping spot, a consistent napping time and go to town. I have found that the 
ideal nap is 10-15 minutes long—long enough that you get the energetic boost of a nap, but short enough 
that you don’t wait up feeling groggy. Now, that has very little to do with actual time management, but 
more if that management fails. Those naps can seriously keep you from falling asleep in class and falling 
even farther behind, so keep them in mind. For far away games, take pictures of your textbook pages on 
your phone and use that to work your booknotes or book problems on the bus. If you get carsick easily, 
use that time to nap, because it might be a late night for you. Physically making a schedule can also help, 
especially during exam week. For that week, I always make a document in Microsoft Excel and divide the 
day into 30-minute blocks. I then use that method to divide my day between studying (by class), breaking, 
napping, and eating. Print out your schedule one hundred times; pass it out to friends and your significant 
other so they can make you stick to it; hang it up all over your room, especially around your mirror so 
every time you're looking at yourself you can be reminded that you should actually be studying. On the 
weekends, make it a goal to get off campus at least once, just so you can breathe. You’ll be great.

Words of Lizdom5 Minutes Left
By Jackson Pentony

    The air turned black around 
him. The world closed silently, 
like the last page turn of one’s fa-
vorite book. As the fabric folds of 
darkness enclosed him, memories 
swirled around the man that lay on 
the edge of Hades. Faintly, a glow 
appeared before him, and it show-
ered him with warmth. Yet inside 
the glow was a swirl of memories. 
The man on the edge was covered 
in the golden recollection, and was 
back in time.
    A city. He was over a brown city, 
and it smelled of smoke, and urine, 
and death. The whirl of the chop-
per’s blades cut like sabers through 
the sandy, desert air. Guns sang their 
foul, gory, never-ending song as the 
chopper landed. The man ran, feet 
pounding the war-torn streets. His 
gun bucked as it sprayed its con-
tents, each shot another note to a the 
sickening song. What was he-? In-
surgents. Knowledge came back to 
him as a tide. Right. He was there, 
I the hazy, bloodied Middle East, to 
stop the insurgents. The city. The in-
surgents had taken the city and-
Doctors. Doctors without borders. 
They had a-
A wave of red exploded in front 
of him as a man-a friend-fell. He 

shouted. His feet moved numbly, 
uncomprehending this man had 
died.
Doctors. In a warehouse, west end 
of the brown city.
Reinforcements. He had to provide-
Someone yelled to him, “James get 
DOWN!”
Over the man, no James’s head, 
something exploded. James over 
on, threading through buildings like 
a needle in stitches, his gun singing 
its morbid tune. Insurgents fell, and 
James saw-
Pain. As James’s memory reced-
ed, he saw, heard, felt, knew pain. 
Where-?
He gasped as cold reality rushed 
back to him. The insurgent helicop-
ter. With missiles. Insurgents- doc-
tors- missiles- warehouse- pain-
His thoughts were a disjointed mess 
of scraps. He knew only that he had 
to stop the helicopter. Or the doc-
tors, patients, would be-
He moaned. His eyes drifted in and 
out of focus, and he barley absorbed 
his surroundings.A grey-tan build-
ing. Blood-splattered bodies on 
the floorboards. They all bore the 
American flag.
Where was it-? 
Chopper. Top floor.

Continued on Next Edition

because just thinking about 
about the consequences 
of refusing his command 
frighten me. She yells and 
yells and yells and her 
voice combined with his 
voice make me crazy. Her 
lectures and his commands 
contradict each other. She 
is my mother though, and 
he hates her. He has com-
manded me to kill her so 
many times but that is the 
one thing I refuse to do. And 
now he has finally done it. 
I can’t hear him anymore. 
I’m left here to deal with 
her bleeding body on my 
floor. I let out a scream of 
frustration and turn around 
to leave, thinking I’ll fig-
ure out what to do with her 
body later when my mother 
walks through the door.

Dear Readers,

    Thank you for reading the Jacobite. We hope you enjoyed 
it. Our writers and layout designers have been working 
hard reporting, photographing, and designing layout. We 
are very happy to be bringing back the Jacobite and putting 
our own new twist on it. Our hope is that we informed you 
on topics inside and outside of school. Thank you again for 
reading!

-Sincerely, Rosy, Mary, and Jack




