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first look
A Season of Celebration.
Spring set the Saint James 
campus ablaze in a spirited 
assembly of bright flowers and 
lush new growth. This year, 
nature’s celebration magnified the 
human festivities as the School 
community honored departing 
faculty and bid farewell to the 
Class of 2017.
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52 Three departing faculty 
members were honored 
at a special farewell 
celebration during 
Alumni Weekend.

27 On June 4th, 
members of the Class 
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and merriment.departments

aRounD Campus
 4-5 Bai Yuka, Cum Laude Society, Trip to Asia
 6-7 175th Anniversary, Run for the Memories, 3-D Projects, Confirmation, Chapel Vestry 
 8-11 Prize Day Awards, Class of 2017: College Matriculation
 12-13 Faculty Farewell, Prom 2017
 14-15 New Faculty

aRts & CultuRe
 16-17 One Act Play, Spring Art Collection
 18-19 Bye Bye Birdie

Chapel talk
 20-21 Mr. Charles "Chick" Meehan '65

alumni FeatuRe
 22-26 Tom Arms ‘67 Puts Passion to Paper

CommenCement 2017
 27 Baccalaureate Address
 29 2017-18 Prefects
 30 Commencement Address
 33 Class Poem
 38-40 Commencement Day Awards

Chalk talk
 41-43 Spring Athletic Awards, Coaches & Players of the Year
 44-49 Spring Varsity Sports Recaps

Classmates
 50-72 Alumni Weekend, The Faculty Fund
 52-64 Farewell Dinner Festivities
 64-67 Favorite Memories
 70-72 Half Century, Art Show
 74-75 Class Notes, In Memorium

Many athletes were honored 
this spring for their exemplary 
achievements on the field. See 
page 41 for details.



| around campus |

4     Review   •   Spring 2017

Bai Yuka yeaRbook
Congratulations to the members of the Yearbook Club, headed by Sean Rhee 

’17, for a truly memorable and inspiring Bai Yuka yearbook. Rhee began work 
on the 200-page tome, fittingly titled, “Pause: Time to Reflect,” last summer. 
Throughout the school year, this dedicated Sixth Former directed an exceptionally 
hard working leadership team, including Widad Khokhar ’17 (Head of Editorial), 
Bob Fu ’18 (Co-Head of Layout), James Cheung ’17 (Head of Layout), Nicolette 
Ferris ’18 (Head of Photography), and Shirley Mao ’18 (Layout and Photography). 
“It is all about reflecting on where we have been and what we have done during 
this past year,” wrote Rhee in his Bai Yuka introduction. Well done, team!
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Cum lauDe soCiety
On Tuesday, May 16th, certificates 
of membership were awarded in the 
Saint James Chapter of the Cum 
Laude Society. The society honors 
scholastic achievement while striving 
to encourage qualities of excellence, 
justice, and honor. The criteria 
include cumulative grade-point 
average, honors and advanced-
placement courses, academic 
achievement across the curriculum, 
and academic enrichment activities 
outside of the classroom.
   
Fifth Form
Jiayi “Jenny” Duan
Tianyu “Eric” Han
Andrew Wei Shen
  
Sixth Form
Tucker Ellis Almany
Wei Lin “William" Chiang
Meredith Flora Grace Day
Claire Randell Fulton
Jennifer Lu
Chandler Hope Marshall
Ho June “Sean” Rhee

Youyang “Tiger” Hao, David Hayden Lyles and
Shi “Sophie” Shi were elected members during
their Fifth Form year.

Front row, left to right: Andrew Shen, Sophie Shi, Chandler Marshall, Jennifer Lu, Ms. Pollock. 
Middle: Jenny Duan, William Chiang, Claire Fulton, Meredith Day, Hayden Lyles. Back: Father Keyes, 
Eric Han, Tucker Almany, Father Dunnan, Sean Rhee, Tiger Hao.

Father Dunnan just 
completed a two-week 
trip to Asia. He visited 
with school families and 
celebrated recent graduates 
with dinners in Seoul and 
Shanghai. We are grateful 
to Mrs. Dong Hee Lee 
(Alex Kim’s mother) and 
Mrs. Shirley Zhao (James 
Cheung’s mother) for 
arranging his trip.
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Ms. Cerruti challenged her AP Chemistry and AP Calculus students to design 3D class 
projects using a product development software called Fusion 360. Minh Pham ‘18 took 
the assignment to heart, designing a molecule for chemistry, and a dorm room concept 
(shown). “I decided to design my own room because I knew I would miss the room 
configuration I currently have. Our rooms are our homes here. This was basically like 
designing my home.” It took Pham two hours to design the dorm room. “The projects 
in both AP classes helped me build the skills to design this 3D model,” he said.

Minh Pham's dorm room concept

ap stuDents Design 3D pRojeCts to builD skills

175th Anniversary 
Celebration 
It’s official! Next fall, Saint 

James School will celebrate 

175 years. The School’s rich 

history is celebrated in a 

commemorative video that 

will launch in the fall. In 

addition, a dinner in honor 

of the momentous occasion 

is planned for October 28, 

2017. Mark your calendars for 

the celebration of the century!

Run for Memories 
This year, Eric Fishkin 
‘18, continued an annual 
tradition begun by his 
brother Jake ’15, by 
organizing the Run for 
Memories 5K run and 2K 
walk on May 13th at the 
School's campus. Proceeds 
from the race, totaling 
about $2,000, went to the 
Alzheimer’s Association of 
Maryland. Over the past four 
years, the event has raised 
approximately $12,000 for 
the Alzheimer’s Association.
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Chapel Vestry 
Congratulations to the Chapel Vestry for the 2017-2018 school year. They are:

Senior Sacristan: Nicolette Anne Ferris 
Senior Marshal: Sarah Elizabeth Worth  
Senior Thurifer: Joseph Anthony George 

Sacristans: Eric Michael Fishkin
  Woo Hyun “Jakin” Jeong
  Marion Kamikazi Karenzi
  Margaret “Maggie”
  Kerrigan McFillen

Senior Reader: Kendall Elizabeth Kothari    

Senior Choristers:  Aimée Egwudobi
  Alex Kim

Senior Usher: Woosung “Jason” Kim

Ushers: Ned Bai 
  Mary James
  Rosy Lin
  Nicholas Ndahiro  
  Mark Spicher

Front row, left to right: Aimée Egwudobi (Senior Chorister), Maggie McFillen (Sacristan),
Jason Kim (Senior Usher), Father Keyes. Middle: Nicolette Ferris (Senior Sacristan), Kendall Kothari 
(Senior Reader), Liz Worth (Senior Marshal), Eric Fishkin (Sacristan), Joseph George (Senior Thurifer), 
Jakin Jeong (Sacristan) Back: Marion Karenzi (Sacristan), Alex Kim (Senior Chorister), Father Dunnan, 
Ned Bai (Usher), Nicholas Ndahiro (Usher).

ConFiRmation

Front row, left to right: Elsa Jenkins '19, Hannah Lee '17, Kayla Brown '17, Mrs. Quinn, Chibuike Dumebi-Kachikwu '21. Middle: John Gilbert Storey '21, 
Peter Gralla '18. Back: Father Keyes, Father Dunnan, Bishop Sutton, Ned Bai '18, Chukwudumebi "C.J." Dumebi-Kachikwu '20

Eight students and one faculty member were confirmed on May 24th. Please join us in 
congratulating the following students and faculty member.
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pRize Day awaRDs
Each year, scholastic prizes are awarded in recognition of academic achievement in various subjects

as evidenced by highest grades. These awards were announced on Prize Day, Saturday, June 3, 2017.

The following Middle School students 
received prizes:
The Middle School Headmaster’s 
Prize was awarded to:
 Darcy Anne Farrell
 Winchester, VA
 
The Prize for Excellence in Latin was 
awarded to:
 Nicklas Michael Pank 
 Walkersville, MD

The Prize for Excellence in English 
was awarded to:
 Michaela Elyse Siegel
 Shepherdstown, WV

The Prize for Excellence in Ancient 
History and the Rich Memorial Prize 
for Scholarship were awarded to:
 Rachel Emily Levasseur
 Hancock, MD

The Prize for Excellence in 
Mathematics was awarded to:
 Yijun “Kitty” Zhou
 Shanghai, China

The Reichard Middle School Science 
Prize was awarded to:
 Nash Peña
 Shepherdstown, WV

The prizes for All-Round Athletic 
Ability were awarded to:
 Morgan Elizabeth Moseley
 Centreville, MD

 Thomas Nash Bacon
 Berryville, VA

The Mary Ann Hatcher Memorial 
Prize for “love of learning” and 
“care for fellow students” given by 
her father George Hatcher ’74, was 
awarded to:
 Caroline Noelle Bowers
 Smithsburg, MD

The following Fourth Form students 
received prizes on Prize Day:
The Waller Wynne Prize for non-western 
history & culture was awarded to:
 Lillian Marie Noel
 Shepherdstown, WV

The Clarence W. Wheelwright Prize for 
devotion to duty, endowed by Dr. and Mr. 
Galleher of Baltimore, was awarded to:
 Robert Clark Purnell
 Purcellville, VA     

The “Tim” Shryock Prize for “Willingness 
to Serve,” endowed by Tim’s mother, Mrs. 
Shryock was awarded to:
 Lillian Marie Noel
 Shepherdstown, WV

The following Fifth and Sixth Form 
students received prizes:
The Prize for Excellence in Art, 
endowed by Mrs. Elizabeth R. MacLeod, 
was awarded to:
 Youyang “Tiger” Hao
 Shanghai, China

The Prize for Excellence in English, 
endowed by Mr. Richard Turner, given 
in memory of Russell and Wilhelmina 
Nelson and the Prize for Excellence 
in Spanish, given in honor of George 
C. Belden, long-time master of Saint 
James School by the Class of 1959 were 
awarded to:
 Jennifer Lu
 Buenos Aires, Argentina  

The United States History Prize, 
endowed by Mr. Simms A. Jamieson, 
long-time friend of Saint James School, 
the Prize for Excellence in Mathematics, 
and the Prize for Excellence in Physics 
were awarded to:
 Andrew Wei Shen
 Beijing, China
  
The Henry Kyd Douglas Prize for 
English Composition and the Prize for 
Excellence in Modern European History 
were awarded to:
 Martin Ignatius McGuigan
 Keedysville, MD  

Front row, left to right: Tom Tang ‘19, Michaela Siegel ‘20, Darcy Farrell ‘20, Caroline Bowers 
’21, Rachel Levasseur ’20, Nicklas Pank ’20, Kitty Zhou ’20, Ms. Pollock. Back: Father Dunnan, 
Lilly Noel ’19, Morgan Moseley ’20, Thomas Bacon ‘20, Robert Purnell ’19, Jordan Walendom ‘19
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The Prize for Excellence in Music, 
endowed by Mr. Robert W. Grab, in 
memory of his father, Charles L. Grab, 
Sr. and his mother, Elizabeth P. Grab 
was awarded to:
 Noel Arnold Emmanuel 
 Patterson, Jr.
 New York, NY

The Prize for Excellence in Chemistry, 
in memory of Dr. Marion Veazey, 
endowed by Mrs. Veazey, was awarded to:
 Yimin “Tom” Tang
 Shanghai, China

The Bowman-Byron Fine Arts Prize 
was awarded to:
 Sean Alexander Harvey
 Nogales, AZ

The Farah Science Prize for 
Outstanding Achievement in the 
Sciences was awarded to: 
 Jennifer Lu
 Buenos Aires, Argentina

The Prize for Excellence in Biology was 
awarded to:
 Jiayi “Jenny” Duan
 Shanghai, China

The Prize for Excellence in French was 
awarded to:
 Jordan Admaje Walendom
 Gainesville, VA  
  
The Prize for Excellence in Latin was 
awarded to:
 Shi “Sophie” Shi
 Beijing, China

The John C. Campbell Memorial 
Prize for the most improvement in oral 
communication while at Saint James was 
awarded in the Fifth Form to:
 Alexia Fotini Tiches
 Hagerstown, MD

and in the Sixth Form to:
 Claire Elice Zimmermann
 Hagerstown, MD

The Sewanee Award for Excellence was 
awarded to:
 Alexia Fotini Tiches
 Hagerstown, MD

The St. Lawrence Book Award was 
presented to:
 Joseph Anthony George
 Williamsport, MD

The Rensselear Polytechnic Institute 
Award  was awarded to:
 Jiayi “Jenny” Duan
 Shanghai, China

The State of Maryland Merit Scholastic 
Award Certificates were awarded to:
 Jennifer Lu
 Buenos Aires, Argentina

 Shi “Sophie” Shi
 Beijing, China

Front row, left to right: Jenny Duan ’18, Sophie Shi ’17, Claire Fulton ’17, Jennifer Lu ’17, Ms. Pollock, Alexia Tiches ’18. Middle: Claire 
Zimmermann ’17, Andrew Shen ’18, Joe George ‘18, Noel Patterson ’17. Back: Jack Harvey ’17, Tiger Hao ’17, Father Dunnan, Martin McGuigan ’17.
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CLASS OF 2017:
COLLEGE MATRICULATION 

Bailey Marie Adams Towson University

Maxine Naa Barkey McGill University
Adjei-Dadson 

Kofi Asamoah Agyeman Boston College

Huey Ahn Adelphi University

Oluwatobiloba Bolutife Akanbi Pennsylvania State 
 University

Tucker Ellis Almany Saint Joseph's University

Armando Luis Alvarez Boston University

Cody Edward Barnhart Virginia Military Institute

Braeden Gerald Bottner Shepherd University

Kayla Renee Brown Drew University

Jared Michael Carr Shepherd University

James Siu Tung Cheung Georgia Institute of 
 Technology

Wei-Lin Chiang University of Notre Dame

Sean Choi George Washington 
 University

Meredith Flora Grace Day Davidson College

Elizabeth Paige Fahey High Point University

Claire Randell Fulton  Washington and Lee 
 University

Kwendo Omar Habwe Mount St. Mary's University

Youyang Hao University of Southern 
 California

Sean Alexander Harvey Gap Year

Jaiyer JinWright Post Graduate Year

Widad Khokhar Dickinson College

Erh Ko Drexel University

Michael Cameron Kraeker Mount Allison University

Eun Sol Lee New York University

Hannah Sewall Lee The University of the South

Ho Jun Lee Washington University

Jennifer Lu Georgetown University

David Hayden Lyles University of Richmond

Jaret Francis Mahoney West Virginia University

Chandler Hope Marshall Wake Forest University

Martin Ignatius McGuigan University of St Andrews

Philip Gest Megrue  Furman University

Cole Mathew Menas Gettysburg College

Aisling Mabel Mensah Drexel University

Daisuke Negishi Seton Hall University

Myles Brandon Nicholson Mount St. Mary's University

Noel Arnold Emmanuel  St. Olaf College
Patterson, Jr.

Carter Armistead Pennington  University of Maryland

Joseph Renteria Texas A&M University

HoJune Rhee Middlebury College

Naydia Brianna Rowe University of Pittsburgh

Lauren Elizabeth Russell Pennsylvania State   
 University

Isaac Christopher  University of Maryland
Schlotterbeck

Shi Shi University of Chicago

Masahiro Tanaka Boston University

Robert Carleton Walker  Georgia Institute of   
 Technology

Yuezhi Yang George Washington   
 University

Claire Elice Zimmermann George Mason University
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FaCulty FaRewell
We wish the following members of the faculty all the best in the new adventures that await them.

We are grateful to each of the following teachers for their dedication and hard work.

Ms. Hallie Balcomb Ms. Kathleen Cerruti Ms. Charnice Charmant Ms. Daphne Clyburn

Mr. Martin “Marty” Collin Mr. Michael MacEwen Mr. Charles “Chick” Meehan Ms. Sandra Pollock

Mr. Sam Swartz Ms. Katherine Weida Ms. Megan Wilberton
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As you know from my earlier letters and from our 
celebrations on campus, this has been a year 
of transition on the faculty with four senior 

teachers departing, three after 48, 27, and 27 years of 
service, as well as the usual intermediate and junior 
teachers “moving on.” We have also experienced an 
extraordinary admissions year, and therefore anticipate a 
larger enrollment.

As a result, we have appointed more new faculty than 
usual in order to further improve our academic and 
fine arts programs, and to meet the teaching needs of a 
growing school. I write to you therefore to give a brief 
description of who will be joining us next year and to 
explain how we have used this occasion of change and 
transition to expand and reorganize our departments.

First, as you know, Marc Batson will become the 
Assistant Headmaster, Jennifer Sherman the Dean of 
Faculty, and Steve Lachut the Dean of Students. Robert 
Harry is joining this team as our new full-time Director 
of College Counseling. Mr. Harry has a BA in English 
Literature from the University of Virginia and a MEd 
from Cambridge University in England.  He served as the 
American University Placement Director at the Oundle 
School in England for six years, and most recently as the 
Associate Director of College Counseling at the Battle 
Ground Academy in Franklin, Tennessee, just outside 
of Nashville. He is a real boarding school man with 
tremendous experience in college placement, so we are 
excited to see how he 
will further develop and 
improve our program. He 
will be living in Claggett. 
Laurie Douglass will 
become the Assistant 
Director of Athletics.

Two further 
administrative 
appointments are Greg 
Wilson, who has been 
serving as the Assistant 
Director of Development 

since April, and came to us from Georgetown University, 
where he was the Manager of Student Resources at the 
Career Education Center.  He has a BS in Biology and a 
MS in Organizational Development from Shippensburg 
University, and he worked for Peace Corps for a year. 
He had a baptism by fire with the Farewell Dinner in 
the Field House, and has already proven himself to be a 
much needed and effective addition to our development 
team. We also welcome Jim James back to Saint James to 
serve as an Associate Director of Admissions, which we 
now call “Enrollment Management.” Jim taught at Saint 
James from 2010 to 2015, and was most recently the 
Head of Trinity School in Frederick. He was, however, 
the Director of Admission at Cape Cod Academy and 
the Breck School in Minneapolis before he came to 
us, so this is a return to his original bailiwick and an 
unexpected bonus for Saint James.

The department which needed the most “rebuilding” 
was English, which is the first time that this has been true 
of the English Department since I have been here.  It 
was also in need of expansion. We have therefore made 
four full-time appointments:  Katherine Ellis, Joel Ellis, 
Alexander Gould, and Catherine Miller. Katherine 
Ellis, who will be the Chair of the Department, has 
a BA in English from the University of the South, 
Sewanee and a MA from Middlebury College; she is 
also a graduate of NCS, so a native Washingtonian, like 
me. She has been teaching at the Darlington School in 

Rome, Georgia for the 
last seven years, and she 
taught at Sandy Spring 
Friends before that. She is 
a very experienced Cross 
Country Coach, so she 
will bring that gift as well.  
Her husband, Joel Ellis, 
also has a BA in English 
from the University of 
the South, Sewanee, and 
is completing his MA at 
Middlebury. After two 

new FaCulty anD staFF
 The following information is excerpted from Father Dunnan’s June 2017 announcement.
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years as a technical writer, he has been teaching English 
and SAT/ACT prep at Darlington. They will be living in 
Ferguson House.

Alexander Gould comes to us from Davidson College, 
where he earned his BA in English. While at Davidson, 
he served as a Resident Advisor for three years, and he 
has also served as a camp counselor at Camp Willow 
Springs in North Carolina and most recently as an 
intern at the St. Paul’s Advanced Studies Program. 
Because of his extensive residential life experience and 
his active interest in sports and music, we have made 
him the Dorm Head in Onderdonk, as Whitney Holmes 
is moving to Holloway. Catherine Miller went to Blair 
Academy and graduated from Lafayette College with a 
BA in English and History. She comes to us from the 
Culver Academies, where she has been serving as an 
English Intern. She will live in Coors and help with 
soccer and lacrosse.

The Math Department will be gaining two senior 
appointments: Michael Milbury, who will be the 
Department Chair, and Maria Stewart. Mr. Milbury has 
a BS in Mathematics and a MEd from the University of 
New Hampshire; he has been teaching math for twenty 
years, most recently at the Rabun-Gap-Nacoochee School 
in Georgia, where he is presently the Math Chair. He 
and his wife and two children will be living in one of the 
new duplexes, and he will be coaching in the wrestling 
program. Maria Stewart comes to us from St. John’s 
Catholic Prep in Frederick, where she is presently serving 
as the Math Chair and has been teaching for the last 
16 years. She is also an Adjunct Professor in the Math 
Department at Frederick Community College. She has 
a BA in Mathematics and a MEd from the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County; she will be commuting 
from her home in Sharpsburg. 

Science will also be gaining a new department 
chair:  Dr. Ian Brauner, who is coming to us from the 
Charlotte Latin School, where he has been teaching 
Biology for the last 8 years. He is also a graduate of 
Sewanee, where he received his BA in Psychology, but 
then after working as a researcher in Pharmacology, he 
went on to receive his PhD in Cell Biology and Anatomy 
from the Louisiana State University, and began his 
teaching career at the Culver Academies. He, his wife, 
and their two daughters will be living in Nelson House. 
Complimenting Dr. Brauner’s teaching experience in 

Biology, Dr. Jason Weibel will join the department 
to teach Physics, AP Physics, Linear Algebra, and AP 
Chemistry. A Saint James parent who knows us well, 
he has a BS in Chemistry and Engineering from North 
Carolina State University, a MS in Chemistry from 
Wake Forest University, and a PhD in Chemistry from 
Carnegie Mellon University. He has been teaching 
Chemistry at Shenandoah University, so making the 
move to Saint James will definitely shorten his commute 
to Greencastle!

The Language Department gains a new Spanish 
teacher: Taylor Simpson, who just received her BA in 
International Studies and Spanish from Virginia Tech. 
During her time at Tech, she gained a great deal of 
experience studying abroad, in Costa Rica, and then 
twice in Spain; she also served in the writing center, 
helping students in both Spanish and English.  She will 
be living in Holloway. Finally, the Fine Arts Department 
gains a new Drama Director: Charlotte La Nasa, who 
received her BA in History from Sewanee, with a minor 
in Shakespeare and Theater Studies. She has extensive 
experience with prestigious theater internships in New 
York, focusing on directing and play writing. She will 
teach one to two sections of English and live in the 
Laidlaw Apartment.

As you can see from the above, we have been busy 
hiring, and we are very excited about what promises to be a 
dynamic year of growth and improvement for the school.
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one-aCt play: Delia Dancer, Doughnut Girl
Directed by Jack Harvey ‘17, Naydia Rowe ‘17, Martin 

McGuigan ‘17, and Alexia Tiches ’18, Delia Dancer, 

Doughnut Girl, published in 2006 by Mr. Martin Collin, 
chronicles a ridiculous day, exploring challenges 
and struggles of a young woman who makes a living 
manufacturing doughnuts and sweet pastries in a 

doughnut factory. Structured as a radio program 
complete with phony commercials, parody songs, 
audience participation, and listener call-in spots, Delia 
Dancer, Doughnut Girl provided a vehicle for student actors 

to deliver clever puns and to celebrate the joys and 

ironies of small town life.
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Spring Art Collection
This has been an exceptional and varied year for the 
arts. Mr. McDonald’s art students drew portraits 
of each Sixth Former as a tribute to the graduating 
class. The works were then displayed in the Blue 
Chair Lounge for everyone to enjoy. 

Students also painted vibrant renderings of 
the new Pohanka Fine Arts Center, generating 
excitement about this new home for the arts. The 
2017 Alumni Weekend Art Show was one of the 
finest in recent years (the winners are highlighted 
on the pages that follow). 

McDonald and his students also paid homage to 
the School’s upcoming 175th Anniversary. The art 
teacher commissioned his students to paint black 
and white scenes depicting seminal moments in 
the School’s history—the burning of Claggett, 
for instance. The poplar leaf works, placed in 
outdoor locations around campus, were part of 
an Alumni Weekend exhibit that wowed visitors 
while also paying tribute to the School’s history. 
To view several of the leaf paintings, please see 
pages 68 and 72 under Alumni Weekend.
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THE MUMMERS’ SOCIETY PRESENTATION OF 

BYe BYe Birdie
This charming 1960s musical swept into the Kellam 
Auditorium on May 26 and 27th, bringing back bell 
bottoms and circle skirts, and marking Mr. Collin’s final 
Saint James School production. The story was inspired 
by the phenomenon of popular rock and roll singer, 
Elvis Presley, and his draft notice into the Army in 1957. 
The musical is a loving send-up of small-town America, 
teenagers, and rock & roll. 

Teen heartthrob, Conrad Birdie (Kit Noble ’18), has 
been drafted into the Army, and Albert Peterson (Noel 

Patterson ’17), his producer-songwriter-manager, faces 
financial ruin. Albert’s long-time girlfriend, Rosie (Casey 
Kwon ’18), comes up with an idea for a contest: one of 
Conrad Birdie’s adoring fans will give the dreamboat idol 
singer one last farewell kiss on national television.

"Bye Bye Birdie" opened on Broadway at the Martin 
Beck Theatre in 1960 and ran for 607 performances. 
Nominated for seven Tony Awards, the musical won four 
awards including Best Musical of the Year.
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THE PLAYERS
Albert Peterson Noel Patterson
Rose Alvarez Jun Hyun “Casey” Kwon
Conrad Birdie  Christopher “Kit” Noble
Mr. Harry MacAfee  Andrew Shen
Mrs. Doris MacAfee  Meredith Day
Kim MacAfee  Claire Fulton
Randolph MacAfee  Elsa Jenkins
Hugo Peabody  Robert Purnell
Ursula Merkle  Hannah Lee
Mrs. Mae Peterson Sean “Jack” Harvey

PRODUCTION STAFF AND CREW
Maxine Adjei-Dadson, Caroline Bowers, Sofia 
D’Ermes, Aimée Egwudobi, Antoinette “Lidwina” 
Eyombo-Bella, Alli Jacobson, Carter Pennington, 
Amanda Reyes, Alexia Tiches, Olivia Windle, Claire 
Zimmermann, James Cheung, Nikolai Forrest, Jae Min 
“Alex” Kim, Joel Martirano, Nash Peña, Brian “Alex” 
Romine, Colin Williams.

THE DANCERS
Roula Hammer, Elsa Jenkins, Aisling Mensah, Jee 
Hyun “Katy” Kwon, Alessia Regazoni, Corrine Shaw, 
Kofi Agyeman, Cole Menas, Stephen Harvey, Chibuike 
Dumebi-Kachikwu.
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Why did I pick Saint James? I did 
not, my parents did. My dad thought 
I was going to be a little hoodlum. 
When I came home with a new pair 
of shoes he did not like, I was at 
Saint James the next week taking 
the entrance tests. They met Father 
Owens, and the rest is history.

Why did I pick Saint James as a 
profession? Well, I wanted to join 
the Air Force after graduation from 
Franklin & Marshall. However, that 
May, my good friend Greg Abeln ’65 
was getting married at Saint James. 
My other good friend Dick Kelly 
’65, kept calling me to come. It was 
during exams and I said no. He kept 
calling me, so I finally decided to 
come. Father Owens married them, 
and we talked at the reception. A few 
days later, he called me to come for 
an interview. When the Air Force 
turned me down, Saint James was 
my only other opportunity. I met 
Kathy during my first year and we got 
married in April. So I stayed for one 
more year. My son Sean was born so 
we stayed another year. I became the 
Head of Football and loved it, and I 

kept staying and staying, and staying. 
What a wonderful ride it has been.

The most important question, 
however, is what makes Saint James  
so special? 

1. The Traditions: Dress code—it 
makes us look good. When you 
look good, you feel good. When 
you feel good, you do well. 
When you do well, you become 
successful.

2. Manners: Be polite and kind, 
yes sir, no sir, yes ma’am, no 
ma’am, stand up when adults 
come in the room, especially 
ladies. Remember the Golden 
Rule—treat others as you want 
to be treated. Always be humble 
and kind.

3. The Honor Code: The Honor 
Code is important here and has 
been since 1842. Saint James 
lives this code and honors it. 
Lying, cheating, and stealing 
are not tolerated. It keeps our 
students on equal and fair terms. 

4. Athletics: You have to 
participate. This is good for 
everyone. You learn a lot about 

yourself and life playing team 
sports. The team is always 
more important than the 
individual. You learn everyone 
has a different role to play. Not 
everyone is the star, but role 
players are just as important. 
The true test of a person is not 
when things are going well, but 
when things are going poorly. 
How are you going to act in loss 
or failure? 

5. The Chapel: The centerpiece 
of the School. This is where the 
day starts and the place where 
God helps us to be good, kind, 
and loving people. Every day we 
learn something about how we 
should live our lives. Love thy 
neighbor. I think I have gone 
to Chapel over 9,000 times. 
My family and friends tell me 
I have needed every one of 
them. When I was an acolyte, 
my mother told me that I look 
like an angel. I said, “Thanks, 
mom” and then she smiled 
and said, “but looks can be 
deceiving.”

A Chapel Talk
At the Alumni Weekend Eucharist, 2017

Mr. Charles “Chick” Meehan ‘65

I have been asked, many times, three questions concerning Saint James. 

1. Why did you choose Saint James?

2. Why did you stay so long?

3. What makes Saint James such a special place?



Spring 2017   •   Review     21

| chapel talk |

However, to me, the best and most 
special thing about Saint James is the 
people and the ways in which they 
are going to affect your life. Every 
student, alumni, and teacher has had 
the opportunity to grow and learn in 
this place. I hope you were positively 
changed by someone here as I have been. 
Besides my parents, the most influential 
person in my life has been Mr. David 
Barr. He has mentored and guided me 
since the first day we met in 1960 and 
still continues to do so. I love that man! 
He and his wife Betty were like second 
parents. They would always tell me when 
I did something wrong. Of course, that 
was only once or twice…a week! 

Mr. Charlie Roberts and Mr. Ed 
Hoyer taught me how to teach and 
be fair to my students. Father Owens 
showed me how to act as a person, and 
how to be a good Christian man. As 
a student, our Prefect on the Second 
Form hall, Dick Cooley ‘61, made our 
first year very enjoyable and I cannot 
thank him enough. James “Jimmy” 
Holloway ‘63 showed me how to enjoy 
and interact with my parents when I 
was not good at it. By his example, I 
became a much better son.

Kathy and I have met three families 
through Saint James School that we 
consider our best friends. Randy 
’74 and Becky Screen, Win ’64 and 
Pam Sherman, and Ned and Sarah 
Ardinger (parents of three alumni). 
We cherish the times we spend with 
them. I have known Mrs. Ellen Davis, 
the Headmaster’s assistant, for over 
40 years. Her friendship has been so 
important to me. Thank you, Mrs. 
Davis. Ms. Sandra Pollock and I have 
been friends for 27 years. I’ll miss our 
talks and her humor. I hope she will 
miss them also. 

I have had the privilege of working 
for only three Headmasters: Father 
Owens, Mr. Baker, and Father 
Dunnan. They were all different, 
but I have enjoyed working with each 
one. The people here are what make 

this such a special place. Whether it 
is at breakfast, in the classroom, on 
the athletic field, or in the dorm, 
you all make this an awesome place 
to work. With God’s help, through 

many people, I came to Saint James 
as a little boy and will leave in June as 
a much older, but wiser man. It has 
been a wonderful experience for my 
family and for me. Amen. 

Does this look like the face of an angel? A young Chick stands second from left (Bai Yuka).
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TOM ARMS ’67 PUTS PASSION TO PAPER:

meet a VeteRan news CoRResponDent with many 
stoRies to tell in paRt i oF this two-paRt seRies

Best-selling author, business entrepreneur, diplomatic 
correspondent, freelance journalist, and Saint James 
alumnus Thomas Arms ’67 has lived an extraordinary life 
by any measure. This resourceful expatriate has fashioned 
a career in print and broadcast journalism that many 
writers could only dream of. From covering foreign news 
for Britain’s largest newspaper group to interviewing 

leading governmental figures and diplomats to writing for 
The Economist, Washington Times, Detroit News, Miami Herald, BBC, 
Daily Express, Observer and other news outlets, this droll, 
charismatic man of the world has many stories to tell. Part 
I of our interview with Tom Arms appears below. The 
second half will appear in the fall Review magazine.

Arms as Sir Winston Churchhill (left), with his second wife Eileen, daughter 
Kimberly, and son Christopher (upper right), and standing with a monkey on 
his back.
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1. Where did you grow up? 
 I grew up all around the world. 

My father was a U.S. Army 
officer. His father was the same. 
My other grandfather was a 
White House photographer. 
“Home” up to the age of 14 was 
either Grandpa Schutz’s house 
in Washington, DC, or Grandad 
Arms’s farm on the Eastern 
Shore of MD. My father left the 
army for a job in Washington 
and we lived in McLean, VA. 
Shortly afterwards, I left for 
Saint James. 

2. What brought your parents to 
the U.S.? 

 My father’s family moved to 
America in 1676. My mother’s 
in about 1863. I speak with my 
funny accent because I have 
suffered voice corruption brought 
on by 45 years in Britain. I have 
a half-sister and brother. They 
both live in NC. My brother Bob 
also went to SJS and was captain 
of the football team.

3. What are some of the most 
important, or memorable 
things you learned as a Saint 
James student?

 Difficult one this. I have always 
felt indebted to Saint James. I 
finally came up with what I think 
is the answer a few years ago 
while discussing this topic with 
a British friend who was also 
privately educated. I asked him: 
“What did you get out of your 
private school (which is called 
a public school in the UK) that 
you would not have received 
from a state education? Without 
hesitation he answered: “An aura 
of expectation.”

 We all knew that the primary 
reason for attending Saint 
James was to prepare for 
college—although in 1963, a 
much smaller proportion of 
the population went to college 
than today. If we were going to 
college, things were expected of 
us. The beautiful surroundings 
and small classes, coupled with 
the attention of a dedicated 
staff who treated their jobs as 
a vocation rather than merely 
a means to a pay check—all left 
me with the expectation that the 
option of pumping gas was not 
available to me. I knew I had to 
provide for my family and do 
something that was interesting 
and contributed to society. 

4. Would you share a favorite SJS 
memory?

 I think it was the snowstorm of 
either 1966 or 1967. The drifts 
on the Bai Yuka side of Claggett 
Hall came up to the second floor 
windows. We ran out of food 
in the kitchens because delivery 
trucks couldn’t reach us. We 
thought we were going to miss 
music and biology classes because 
the teachers who taught them 
(Mr. Dick McKee and Mr. Larry 
Hoyer) lived in Hagerstown. 
We were so wrong. About mid-
morning, the second day after 
the snowstorm, someone saw 
two tiny specks on the horizon 
moving towards Saint James 
along the railway tracks. Mr. 
McKee and Mr. Hoyer had tied 
tennis rackets to their boots 
and were following the line of 
the railway tracks to the School. 
Their determination to teach us 
was truly inspiring. 

continued on pg. 24  

 Arms with Kimberly during Alumni Weekend 2017.
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  Arms (continued from pg. 23)

5.	 What	influenced	your	
decision to pursue a career in 
journalism focusing on foreign 
affairs/international	relations?

 A combination of factors. I 
became a journalist because of 
the example of my first father-
in-law. He was a political 
journalist writing for a British 
agricultural magazine. I have 
never known a man to work so 
hard or enjoy his job so much. 
Every day, he left home at six 
a.m., returning home by eight at 
night. He would eat dinner, fall 
asleep in front of the television 
for an hour, and then head 
to his study and write until 
about one in the morning. He 
never complained of overwork 
because he wasn’t working. 
He was enjoying learning and 
communicating his knowledge 
through the written word. It 
seemed a great way to live.  

 The Vietnam War was also an 
influence. I was very interested 
in both sides of the argument 
and upset by the deep divisions 
within the country. I thought 
that there needed to be more 
discussion and understanding 
from all sides and I wanted to 
be part of encouraging that 
discussion. 

 Finally, there was my junior 
year abroad at the University of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne in England. 
I fell in love with the country and 
with an English girl (Elizabeth, 
my first wife) and discovered that 
there was a big, exciting world 
beyond American shores that 
people in the U.S. needed to 
know more about. 

6. In 1974, you 
became the 
youngest diplomatic 
correspondent for 
Thomson Newspapers, 
Britain’s largest 
group of newspapers 
at that time. Can you 
tell us about this job 
and what it meant to 
work as a diplomatic 
correspondent?

 This was my 
favorite job. The 
equivalent in the US 
is State Department 
correspondent. I went to daily 
briefings at the Foreign Office 
and wrote analyses of diplomatic 
negotiations. Some of the 
big stories I covered were the 
SALT I and II talks, two U.S. 
presidential elections, the Iran 
hostage crisis, the Falklands War, 
the apartheid regime in South 
Africa, the Namibian war, the 
EU, and the collapse of Fascism 
in Spain. 

 A lot of my job involved research 
through talking with diplomats, 
politicians, and academics. So 
when I was in London I attended 
a lot of receptions, lectures, 
lunches, and dinner parties. 
The people I met included: King 
Hussein of Jordan, German 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Huang 
Hua, the Mayor of Jerusalem 
Teddy Kollek, Henry Kissinger, 
three British Prime Ministers, 
and others. To be honest, I was a 
bit star struck. 

7. You then became foreign editor 
of Thompson Newspapers and a 
contributor to the Miami Herald, 
Detroit News, Washington Times, 
and the BBC among other news 
outlets. What kinds of issues 
were you focused on?

 I was pretty much focused on the 
same stories. But gradually, my 
work became about explaining 
American foreign policy to 
the British, and also trying to 
explain the rest of the world to 
American audiences.  

8. What did you love most about 
your journalism work? What 
stands out as a particularly 
memorable moment (or 
moments), event, or time 
during this period in your 
career? Why?

 The people and the feeling of 
being at the center of world 
news. The people I dealt with 
were mainly diplomats, top 
politicians, and the leading 
journalists of the day. They 
were highly intelligent, fun, 
and intellectually stimulating. I 
learned so much from every one 

Arms visiting a Cuban bar.
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of them and feel honored to have 
worked with them. 

 There were a number of 
memorable moments. One was 
when I was nearly thrown out 
of Rhodesia (later Zimbabwe) 
because the government 
disapproved of a story I had 
written while in London. For 
ten days I was the only Western 
journalist in the country who was 
not approved by the government. 
The result was that I was swamped 
with stories from dissidents. 

 I started a book about the 
Falklands War the moment the 
Argentines invaded, and finished 
it four days later after many, 
many cups of coffee. It sold 
250,000 copies. Of those, 650 
copies were bought by the U.S. 
Congress because it was the only 
briefing paper available. And 
while watching the television 
news, I had the satisfaction of 
spotting a copy in the coat pocket 
of the UN Secretary General 
(then Perez de Cuellar) as he 
disembarked from a plane. 

9. You have also authored (and 
edited) books including: The 
Falklands Crisis, World Elections On 
File, and The Encyclopedia of the 
Cold War. Do you prefer writing 
books or news stories? Why? 

 I will have to say stories if only 
because it is difficult to keep to 
a theme for 50,000 words or 
more. All of the books I have 
written have actually been a 
series of articles rather than 
one complete narrative. The 
Encyclopedia of the Cold War was 
800 encyclopedia entries. World 

Elections On File was an 
analysis of electoral and 
political systems in 200 
different countries. 

10. Do you feel that the 
U.S. and Russia are 
entering a new cold 
war given strained 
relations and the 
controversy that continues to 
surround the U.S. Presidential 
election (re. Trump’s ties to 
Russia)? 

 Absolutely, but like most 
things in life, it is not that 
simple. Russia threatens the 
independence of Eastern Europe 
and the Baltic states, and feels 
threatened by European and 
American dominance in a region 
which it regards as its backyard. 
In the same way, the U.S. felt 
threatened by Soviet/Russian 
influence in countries such as 
Cuba, Grenada, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, and Chile in the 60s, 
70s and 80s. 

 
 (Editor’s Note: Arms’ response 

goes into some depth. To read 
his fascinating synopsis of 
the major players and their 
motivations, please see the story 
on the School’s website, under 
News: http://www.stjames.edu/
news/news-stories)

11. In 1987, you and your wife 
Eileen (a former U.S. 
diplomat) started your own 
international news agency 
called Future Events News 
Service (FENS), a database 
of thousands of forthcoming 
global news events. What 
challenged did you encounter?

FENS was started in 1987 but 
it sprang from the ashes of a 
previous business we started 
in 1984 which was called 
Worldwatch. Worldwatch was 
a cross between a magazine 
and a newsletter which 
focused on forthcoming news 
events around the world. 

 Just before we launched 
Worldwatch, Eileen and I were 
invited to a dinner with the 
Deputy Ambassador at the South 
African embassy. Eileen had 
just stopped working for the 
State Department where she had 
served as a human rights officer 
for Africa. She had been involved 
in negotiations involving Nelson 
Mandela. Understandably, 
the South Africans were very 
interested in her. 

 At the dinner, when we came to 
the dessert course, the Deputy 
Ambassador at that time said that 
he had heard we were starting 
a magazine and that he wanted 
to subscribe. I asked how many 
copies he wanted. He replied: 
“15,000.”

 I smelled a rat. The South 
African government (who were 
then the apartheid regime) 
had a reputation of investing 
in news operations so that they 
could control the editorial 
policy. If they took out 15,000 
subscriptions, it would mean 
that Worldwatch would make a 
profit of $1.5 million dollars 
in the first year. It would also 
mean the end of our journalism 
careers when the arrangement 
was inevitably discovered. So, I 

Arms' wife, Eileen.

continued on pg. 26  
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replied, “That’s fantastic, but is 
there anything you would want 
from us in return?”

 “Well yes, there is a small thing,” 
he said, turning to Eileen. “We 
were wondering if you could give 
a speaking tour of South Africa 
talking about human rights in 
Africa. By the way, you don’t have to 
worry about writing the speeches. 
We will write them for you.”

 Eileen and I made up our minds 
as soon as we were out the door. 
Profit or not profit, we couldn’t 
accept the deal.

 (Editor’s Note: Arms also tells 
a similar story about an offer 
from now deceased, former 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. He had formed a 
good relationship with her press 
officer, who invited Arms to 10 
Downing Street to speak with 
Mrs. Thatcher about his diary 
news service. When he arrived, 
the political leader lectured 
Arms on the importance of his 
project and the role it could play 
in influencing public opinion. 
According to Arms, Thatcher 
added that it would be important 
for him to work closely with 
government to ensure the 
“correct events” made their way 
to the news agenda.) 

 This was, of course, another 
subtle attempt to control editorial 
policy. This time I was being 
offered power and influence. But 
again, if I had accepted it, I would 
have been eventually found out 
and discredited. “No thank you,” 
was my reply.

12. How was FENS unique?
 FENS was the first extensive 

diary of world news which 
provided an a la carte menu 
of stories from which editors 
could choose those they wanted 
to report. FENS was not in the 
business of reporting stories 
after they happened, but 
focused entirely on what would 
be happening in the near and 
distant future. Our database 
looked forward two years and 
contained up to 15,000 news 
events. On any given day, we 
might have 100 events. Each 
story had a sentence or two 
of background, and phone 
numbers, email addresses, and 
web links so that the subscriber 
could obtain more information. 
Its primary purpose was to 
provide the media with advance 
information so that they could 
plan their news coverage, 
conduct research, and deploy 
their reporters and camera 
people to the right place at the 
right time. As the service became 
more widely used among the 
media, we started attracting 
subscribers from government, 

PR, and business who needed 
to know what was on the media’s 
diary so that they could better 
influence it. 

 In 2012, Eileen and I sold 
FENS and it is still going. 
Unfortunately, we made almost 
nothing from the sale. In the 
early years, it did quite well. But 
the success of FENS spawned 
competitors. We started in the 
back bedroom (literally) and 
grew the company organically—
no shareholders and no loans. 
Our competitors used us as 
a template but went out and 
raised millions in capital which 
enabled them to outspend us 
on marketing. Effectively, they 
leapfrogged us in the market 
place. By the time we sold 
the company there were four 
lookalikes, and we had lost 
considerable market share. 

 (Editor’s Note: There is far more 
to learn about this fascinating 
journalist and entrepreneur. In 
the fall Review magazine, we’ll 
feature Part II of this interview 
with Tom Arms ‘67.)

Arms delivering a news broadcast.

  Arms (continued from pg. 25)
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Part One.
The Confession.

II tried to listen for the word of 
God here, and I never heard it.

I wanted to.
I listened to priests, and rabbis, 

and holy men, chaplains, deacons, 
and subdeacons, and submarines. 
Headmasters, senior masters, junior 
masters, mixmasters, and wonderful 
senior essays, and amazing choirs, 
thoughtful words, sensitive words, 
holy words, true confessions, but I 
never heard that divine voice.  

I wanted to. 
For a while, you can ask Ms. 

Pollock, I even use to bring my small 
green copy of the Old Testament 
and New Testament to chapel each 

Baccalaureate Address to
Members of the Class of 2017

June 3, 2017
Mr. Martin R. Collin

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 
you, but only say the word and I 
shall be healed.

I have a confession to 
make…and an epiphany 
story to tell. So, this talk is 
divided into two chunks.

continued on pg. 28  
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morning so I could follow along 
when the gospel was read. 

I wanted to hear the word of God. 
I guess you could say I accepted the 

challenge presented to us all, and I 
never gave up. Lord, I am not worthy to 
receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed.

I wanted that word.
And…. I was open and receptive to 

the possibility.
While I was listening, while I was 

waiting, I did a number of things 
to keep myself alert, on, ready. I 
counted the plate glass windows in 
here. Do you know that there are 
30 plates of glass in each of these 
windows?  Count up the windows. 
Circle your answer at the bottom this 
sheet.  Don’t forget the windows in 
the Sacristy and the Mary Chapel, 
and remember that little round 
window right below the steeple 
outside. There will be a test on this 
tomorrow.

I also counted the bricks in the 
floor; the left side aisle and the right 
side aisle are each nine bricks across, 
and in the center aisle, you guessed 
it, there are 18 bricks across. 

21 brown boards in each of those 
ceiling sections. There are Seventy-
six sections! And two Hymnals and 
two Books of Common Prayer in 
each of those book boxes sitting right 
there between your knees.

Add them up, count them! Circle 
your answer at the bottom of the 
sheet.  There will be a test on this 
tomorrow. 

Stop, put your pencil down.
Speaking of books, I used to read 

the Book of Common Prayer while 
I was waiting for God’s words—those 
things done and those things left undone—I 

love that line, that image—and I read 
the hymnal too.  And whenever I 
saw a pleasant young couple kneel 
before the altar of God and receive 
communion on a Wednesday 
morning, I would often times turn 
to the Marriage section of the prayer 
book, say the prayers, and pronounce 
that young couple, husband and 
wife. By the power vested in me by the state 
of Maryland, I now pronounce you….. and so 
on. I can’t tell you how many people 
I married in this chapel, while I was 
waiting to hear the word of God, 
but over the years, it was quite a few. 
Occasionally—not very often—really, I 
mean it, I would turn to the Funeral 
and Burial section of the prayer 
book. I’ll admit it. Over the years, I 
performed Last Rites on a few folks 
who I didn’t particularly like.

Part Two.
The Epiphany.

This past August, I was 
back in our chapel for the 
opening faculty meeting.  

I have been to 27 opening faculty 
meetings. I am always excited by 
the early days and weeks of school, 
meeting the new faculty again, 
welcoming new students and their 
families, seeing old friends, cleaning 
out the store rooms in the fine arts 
center to start a new theatre season, 
dinners and meetings, workshops 
and presentations and trying to 
escape with Ms. Pollock from the 
hum and buzz of those crazy days for 
one last summer ice cream cone or 
to see the summer blockbuster movie 
that we missed.

    During that opening chapel 

service, I always sit in the front pew 
of chapel, right there, at that first 
faculty meeting.  And I was thinking, 
that day, about an old friend of 
mine’s favorite hymn:  Number 420: 
When in our music God is glorified.

And I realized during that faculty 
meeting that my own favorite hymns 
were always about the same things: 
light, and vision, and seeing!

Here are a few selections that came 
to mind that day:

Take out your book. It’s the blue 
one right there between your knees.

Hymn 278—we actually sang it that 
morning at that faculty meeting. 
Check it out: Looked upon her Son 
and Savior reigning from the awful 
tree, saw the price of our redemption 
paid to set the sinner free. 

     Looked. Saw.
Check out 490, my personal 

favorite: I want to see the brightness 
of God. I want to look at Jesus.  I’m 
looking for the coming of Christ. In 
him there is no darkness at all, the 
night and the day are both alike.  

To see. To look. I’m looking.
Hymn 624: The Prince is ever 

in them, the daylight is serene; the 
pastures of the blessed are decked in 
glorious sheen.

The daylight. Glorious sheen.
Okay, you can put your book away.
(In Our Day of Thanksgiving) 

we always sing: They believed in the 
Light; and its glory is round them, 
where the clouds of earth's sorrow 
are lifted at last. 

I could go on, but I think you see 
what I mean: It was never only about 
hearing and listening for the word of 
God.  That was my mistake.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but 
only say the word and I shall be healed.

  Baccalaureate Address (continued from pg. 27)
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 But…it was also about seeing God 
in the most unlikely places. 

And what did I see?
I saw houses built where once 

stood woods. 
I saw Mister Meehan's hair turn 

white the year he became headmaster. 
He wanted to do a good job. 

He did.
I saw Jewish kids in the choir, and 

I saw Muslim kids as ushers pass 
the collection plate row by row each 
week.

I saw a refectory, a dining room, 
built on top of a tennis court.

I saw a Second Form boy approach 
the athletic director and ask to start a 
junior varsity baseball team here.

We did.
I saw your teachers have great 

faith in their students before those 
students could develop faith in 
themselves.

I saw a cornfield transformed into 
a baseball diamond.

I saw our headmaster whip out 
and brandish a switch blade knife, 

in that old dining room in the 
basement of Claggett Hall, and stab 
it in to the wooden table. “Cruelty is 
my button,” he defiantly told those 
boarders, and his words and his 
sentiments, I am sure, they saw very 
clearly. 

I saw over 100 Mummers’ Society 
theatrical productions on our stage. I 
never missed a single one of them. 

I saw two Fifth Form girls ask to 
start a girls’ varsity lacrosse program 
here. We did.

I saw the glorious sun come up on 
many early Saturday mornings with 
Work Squad by my side.

I wouldn’t have had it any other 
way.

I saw Saint George kill that Dragon 
every darn Christmas.

I saw Banjo Bob Walton get a 
rousing thunder-filled ovation 
for a banjo solo in our Kellam 
Auditorium.

I saw my own students get married 
and send their children here to get 
taught by their old teachers.

I saw a fish pond turned in to a 
library.

I saw our varsity girls’ basketball 
team win its first game—9 to 2—
against Randolph Macon.

I saw an old gymnasium turned 
into a fine arts center.

I saw two of my Second Form 
students get married on a snow-
covered mountain in Utah this past 
year, and the best part was that a 
giant pile of their Second Form 
friends from Saint James climbed 
that mountain to be with them on 
their special day.

And…I saw my wife get even more 
beautiful every darn year.

     In the final moments of that 
wonderful, magical, and popular 
1980’s musical theatre production, 
Les Miserables, Jean Valjean, the main 
character, sings this: 

To love another person is to see the face of 
God.

I might not have heard from God 
here, but I saw His face many, many 
times, and for that, I thank you.

Senior Prefect – Colin Joseph
  Williams
Nade “Ned” Bai
Nicolette Anne Ferris
Bryce Jack Golden
Jae Min “Alex” Kim
Kendall Elizabeth Kothari
Joelle Nicole Schultz
Andrew Wei Shen
Ryan Andrew Stakes
Sarah Elizabeth Worth

Prefects Named for 2017-18 School Year
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Commencement Address
to Members of the Class of 2017

June 4, 2017
Ms. Sandra Pollock

“Lift every voice and sing, Till earth and heaven ring, Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise High as the list’ning skies, Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.”

Thank you, 
James Weldon 
Johnson, for 

the evocative poetry 
and lyrics, and to your 
brother, J. Rosamond, 
for the accompanying 
music—complex and so 
pleasing. This beautiful 
piece of poetry and 
music is Hymn 599—my 
favorite selection from 
The Hymnal that we use 
daily in chapel. Inspired 
by President Lincoln 
and written in 1900, 
the music and message 
is still on the wind 117 years later.

And it is the concept of “Lift,” 
the power of music, the profound 
appreciation for the important 
people who create a feeling of 
comfort and who inspire, shape, and 
add value to our lives, and the magic 
of a place, that have been on my 
mind as I considered the privilege of 
sharing a few thoughts with you this 
morning.

Good morning, Class of 2017, 
and congratulations on this occasion 
of Commencement to celebrate 

your two, three, four, or even five 
years of experiencing the magic of 
Saint James—poised for lift-off and 
commencing your “what next.”

Good morning, Fr. Dunnan, 
faculty & staff—today is yours as well. 
As you gaze onto the familiar faces of 
our Sixth Formers, know that your 
voices and arms have helped lift them 
in ways both great and small.

Welcome trustees—with gracious 
appreciation for your vision, 
support, faith, and courage. For 
some, alumni trustees, it is also 
Welcome Home, and for Mr. Sells, 

retiring President of 
the Board of Trustees, a 
special Thank You.

Welcome parents, 
forever parents, 
grandparents, family 
and friends—thank you 
for completing our 
community on this 
wonderful morning, 
thank you for sharing 
your daughter or son, 
thank you for the many 
ways you have supported 
our Sixth Formers—your 
presence is a gift. When 
each young woman and 

each young man climbs these steps to 
accept her or his diploma, you will 
be a gossamer tendril accompanying 
them—strong enough to forever and 
firmly love and support, but delicate 
enough to ensure their flight of 
independence.

I have been a teacher for my 
entire career, and this is my last 
lesson plan, so having activated your 
attention, and set out topics to be 
covered, here goes:



Spring 2017   •   Review     31

| commencement 2017 |

Lifting and Being Lifted
Last night’s Baccalaureate service 

likely made you reflect on your 
tenure: five years for Tucker, 
Braeden, Elizabeth, Claire, Ho Jun, 
Chandler, and Carter. Four years for 
Bailey, Kofi, Huey, Armando, Kayla, 
James, William, Meredith, Tiger, 
Widad, Kerr, Hannah, Hayden, 
Jaret, Martin, Phil, Cole, Myles, 
Noel, Naydia, Sophie, Masahiro, 
Robert, Jacob, and Claire. Three for 
Max, Tobi, Cody, Omar, Tiffany, 
Daisuke, Joseph, Sean, and Isaac. 
Two years for Jared, Jack, Jaiyer, 
Michael, Jennifer, Aisling, and 
Lauren. Hard to believe but it has 
been 27 years for Mr. Collin and 
me. And 175 years for Mr. Meehan. 
Oh wait, that is 175 years for our 
School—a shameless plug to get excited 
for the celebration in October! It is 
48 years for Mr. Meehan, and I have 
thoroughly loved working with him 
for the past 27.

My teaching career has been 
wonderful and fulfilling from my 
first tutoring lesson in the summer 
of 1984 until my last Second Form 
English class this past Tuesday. My 
influences have been many, but 
three stand out—a teacher, a student, 
and a mother. Shirley Kokesh, the 
best teacher I have ever met, taught 
me how to teach and most of how 
students learn, and she inspired 
my journey from first-job-out-
of-college to life’s work; Vinnie 
Guisetti, an 11th grade dyslexic boy, 
now a successful Foley Artist in 
Hollywood, helped me understand 
how differently minds work, and 
teaching him to read and write set 
me on a path to be ever mindful of 
trying to patiently explain a concept 

in as many ways as possible until the 
student understands and his or her 
potential unfolds; and a mom—not 
here in company today, but I think 
she knows who she is—expected me 
to become my best version of Annie 
Sullivan, the Miracle Worker, that 
teacher who saw a nimble mind and 
lively spirit in her pupil and did 
everything in her power to unlock 
the girl’s potential. This mom 
needed me to be Annie to her son, 
and the power of her maternal love, 
elevated expectations, and trust, 
provided me the necessary elements 
to do some heavy lifting. These 
people shaped me as an educator, 
and I gratefully acknowledge their 
influence and can only hope that I 
paid it forward. Just pause (the theme 
of 2017’s Bai Yuka yearbook): take a 
brief moment to reflect on who lifted 
you and when you might have had 
the opportunity to lift the quality 
of a conversation, or lift someone’s 
spirits, or lift expectations, or lift 
standards. May each of you, in your 
own way, become a bit like Atticus 
Finch in To Kill a Mockingbird; that you 
become that person your community 
expects to do the heavy lifting, who 
is trusted to do right, set the right 
example, and lead for good.

We are never alone
in our life’s journey

A powerful American voice, Maya 
Angelou often encouraged others 
to “be a rainbow in someone else’s 
cloud.” Ever grateful for these 
rainbows in her own clouds, she said 
she carried them with her onto the 
stage whenever she spoke or taught. 
In her own words,

"I bring everyone who has ever been kind 
to me with me." "Black, white, Asian, 
Spanish-speaking, Native American, 
gay, straight, everybody. I said, 'Come 
on with me. I'm going on the stage. 
Come with me. I need you now.'"

Each of you have succeeded, failed, 
attempted something, held back 
for lack of confidence, triumphed, 
sorrowed, rejoiced, taken risks, been 
rejected, maybe found the courage to 
say “Yes, not No.” And I assure you 
that you were never alone. Like Maya 
Angelou, your stage is brimming 
with parents, siblings, extended 
family, friends, faculty, headmasters, 
teammates, and prefects, who 
can lift you when you are low and 
celebrate your highs. And I am sure 
that you can count on Mr. Collin’s 
voice saying “Don’t say no, think 
about it” to encourage you when you 
need a nudge to try something new 
at college this fall. I usually keep 
close a token or two when I speak—
tangible memories of people who 
matter to me. Marty is always with 
me, I need no token. But today, I 
am wearing my parents and feeling 
my roots in a brooch with a coin of 
Urimare, the only female Cacique 
or Indian Chief of Venezuela. I am 
wearing Betty Barr (necklace), and 
Jennifer Sherman (necklace), and 
Father Dunnan (dog necklace), but 
I have with me many more…my 
needlepoint case stitched by Ann 
Davis holding treasures that connect 
me to important people. Appreciate 
your fellow travelers, those who 
matter or have mattered to you, and 
strive to become valuable to others as 
you lead for good.

continued on pg. 32  



| commencement 2017 |

32     Review   •   Spring 2017

Lifting and being lifted,
the people who complete 
us, and now: The Magic 
of a Place

Saint James works its magic by 
blending patience, respect, rituals, 
and daily discipline into the mix, 
allowing the butterflies to emerge. 
Some students who struggled to 
express themselves in English became 
startlingly fluent like Amine, class 
of 1993; sad and scared, Chris, class 
of 1999, was nurtured and loved at 
Saint James, which led him right 
into marrying a Saint James alumna 
and being further nurtured and 
loved by one of our wonderful Saint 
James families; tearful, fearful, 
chubby First Form Tim Berger, class 
of 2004, transformed into a solid 
student, three-season varsity athlete, 
and Senior Prefect, who made us 
proud at the Naval Academy and 
is now Captain Berger; a crabby 
teenager dismissing the arts became 
a lightning presence on stage like 
Noah, class of 2015; trying to find 
her way in a community with few 
familiar pegs to hang onto, and 
lacking fundamental academic skills, 
Tammy Hall-Martinez, class of 
1998, exploded with success and is 
Saint James’ first African American 
girl to graduate. Successes do not 
happen overnight, and sometimes, 
this place works its magic after 
you leave. I hope you have already 
experienced the magic, but if not, 
don’t be surprised to feel it at some 
unexpected moment. You have 
learned a great deal, each of you, and 
in time your teachers may become 
friends, your mentors may become 
portraits on walls or names on 

prizes, but inside you the mission 
will still call you to lead for good. 
Forever. 

So, lift off! Your time has arrived. 
It is the moment of your “sweet Well 
done.” (Hymn 370) Stay open to the 
magic of your world; keep learning, 
keep changing, maybe become the 
magical ingredient in someone else’s 
stew of life. Lift yourself and lift 
others—maybe you will quietly be the 

rainbow in someone’s cloud, maybe 
you will matter by purposefully 
leading for good, and maybe one of 
you will become a Miracle Worker.

But, no matter how far and wide 
your travels take you, I promise you 
that Saint James will sing you back 
home because the School Hymn 680, 
St. George and the Dragon’s Lord of 
the Dance, and a catchy tune from a 
school musical is in your bones.

Some of Ms. Pollock’s favorite mementos.

  Commencement Address (continued from pg. 31)
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I cannot see the path ahead,

For rolling hills block my hopeful eyes

That strain to look beyond the present

And catch a glimpse of where my future lies.

Our paths wind ever on and on,

And we must keep our steps going

So that when the wind tosses us up

We will land and hit the ground running.

Beside my path I’ve seen people come

And go, their paths split off from mine,

But our shared journey, however short,

Has brought me, at least, to this place and time.

My path, I see, has wound through this place

More times than I could ever know,

And now that my path continues to wind,

I do not know where it will go.

Though my path leads away from this place,

I am glad to hear the chapel bells sing

And feel the morning light that warms the ground

As we start every day, each a new spring.

Standing on the end of this year,

Amidst the dews of quietness,

Surveying my path, which winds around

These grass-lined walkways, lying still,

Where our own paths have traced and met

At this humble crossroads of life

Only to split off and cross other paths,

Perhaps to meet again? I do not know.

But this I do know: that we, each and every one,

Take paths that lead us to our futures,

And though we cannot see the roads untaken,

We walk a path that many wish were theirs.

Our paths met here to be led away one day,

And now this time has come to bid our farewells,

And I give thanks for each peaceful morning

That was blessed by chapel bells.

And every bump in my winding path

Has given me courage to brave the things

Which as of yet are hidden from my sight

Until I hear the song the future sings.

Our Path Winds On
              by Claire Zimmermann ‘17
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CommenCement Day pRizes
Non-scholastic prizes are awarded to members of the student body who, during their years at Saint 
James made noteworthy contributions to the life of the School, or who have exhibited outstanding 
qualities of leadership and such characteristics as integrity, cooperation, loyalty, and seriousness of 

purpose. Most prizes are awarded on the basis of a two-thirds vote by the faculty. 

The Onderdonk Headmasters’ 
Prize, endowed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Richardson Onderdonk, class 
of 1935, in memory of Henry 
Onderdonk, headmaster of Saint 
James School from 1869-1895 and 
Adrian Onderdonk, headmaster 
from 1903-1939, is awarded to 
a member of the Fifth or Sixth 
Form who has served the wider 
community beyond Saint James 
School well beyond the School’s 
expectation or requirement. The 
award was given to:
 Naydia Brianna Rowe
 Fairplay, MD

The G. Dudley Acker Award is 
awarded to a Fifth or Sixth Form 
student, who during his or her 
years at Saint James School has 
overcome adversity and has achieved 
a measure of success. This award, 
made possible through gifts from 
Dudley, his classmates and friends, 
was presented to:
 Carter Armistead Pennington
 Hagerstown, MD

The Chaplain's Prize is awarded to 
the student who best exemplifies 
the primal purpose of Saint James 
School in training Christian 
gentlemen and ladies, as shown 
by quiet devotion to church life, 
courteous consideration of other 
people, and a high sense of personal 
integrity. It was awarded to: 
 Philip Gest Megrue
 McLean, VA 

The Simms A. Jamieson Prize, 
endowed by Mr. Jamieson to the 
Sixth Former who has shown the 
most improvement in his or her 
years at Saint James was awarded to:
 Kwenda Omar Habwe
 Lexington, VA
  
The A. Smith Bowman Prize to that 
Sixth Former who best exemplifies 
the qualities of a gentleman was 
awarded to: 
 Martin Ignatius McGuigan
 Keedysville, MD  
 
The Margaret Aitken Pennington 
Prize, given by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Pennington ‘70, in memory of 
Margaret Pennington, long time 
librarian and advisor to the first class 
of girls at Saint James is given to a 
member of the Fifth or Sixth Form 
who best exhibits the qualities of a 
lady. It was awarded to:
 Maxine Naa Barkey Adjei-Dadson
 Accra, Ghana 
 
The Charles G. Meehan, Jr. ’65 
Prizes for All-Round Athletic 
Ability in the Sixth Form were 
awarded to: 
 Claire Randell Fulton
 Hagerstown, MD

 Tucker Ellis Almany
 Fairplay, MD
 

  

The David I. Barr Prize for 
Sportsmanship and Leadership in 
Athletics was awarded to:
 Elizabeth Paige Fahey
 Hagerstown, MD
  
The Donn Porter Prize, given in 
memory of Donn Porter ‘49, is 
awarded to a member of the Fifth or 
Sixth Form who has shown genuine 
courage and real devotion to the 
team above and beyond the call of 
duty during his or her time as an 
athlete at Saint James School. It was 
awarded to:
 Cole Matthew Menas
 Keedysville, MD 

The Class of 1950 Award for 
Creativity, supported by the Class 
of 1950 Fund, is given to a member 
of the Fifth or Sixth Form who has 
shown him or herself to be creative 
and original through a significant 
achievement or work which enlivens 
the spirit of the School. This 
achievement or work can be in any 
field: academic, artistic, dramatic, 
musical, or athletic. It was awarded to:
 Youyang “Tiger” Hao
 Shanghai, China  

Mr. Meehan awards a prize to Tucker Almany.
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The Noble C. Powell Prize is 
awarded each year to a Fifth or Sixth 
Former, who by the creative exercise 
of imagination and initiative, has 
made an outstanding contribution 
to change, development, and 
progress at Saint James School, 
while remaining faithful to its 
fundamental principles and 
purposes. It was awarded to:
 Naydia Brianna Rowe
 Fairplay, MD

The Mary Latrobe Onderdonk 
Memorial Prize for Sound School 
Citizenship was awarded to:
 Noel Arnold Emmanuel
 Patterson, Jr.
 New York, NY 
   
The 50th Anniversary Alumni 
Award, initiated by the Class of 
1928, is given to a Sixth Former 
who exhibits outstanding leadership 
ability. It was awarded to:
 Tucker Ellis Almany
 Fairplay, MD 

The MacLeod Prize in memory 
of Dr. and Mrs. Colin MacLeod, 
endowed by Mrs. MacLeod and her 
daughter Mary Woodruff, is given 
to a member of the Sixth Form 
who by high ideals, faithfulness to 
duty, earnest endeavor, and sound 
character has made a contribution 
worthy of praise. It was awarded to:
 Elizabeth Paige Fahey
 Hagerstown, MD 
  
The Trustees' Prize for Scholarship, 
given in recognition of the highest 
achievement in the Upper School 
maintained over a two-year period, 
was awarded to:
 Jennifer Lu
 Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 
The "Multum Profecit" Prize in 
memory of Dr. Lawrence Hoyer, 
endowed by his wife Phyllis Hoyer, 
is awarded to a member of the Sixth 
Form who, with broad interests 
and with participation in a wide 
range of activities, has achieved in 
all a commendable success. It was 
awarded to:
 Meredith Flora Grace Day
 Middletown, MD  

The Centennial Prize (in memory 
of Evelyn Richardson Onderdonk), 
is awarded to a member of the Sixth 
Form who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the immediate 
general welfare of the School along 
one or more lines. It was awarded to:
 Cole Matthew Menas
 Keedysville, MD  
  
The Headmaster's Prize is awarded 
to the member of the Sixth Form 
who best exemplifies the qualities of 
a gentleman or lady and a scholar. It 
was awarded to:
 Ho June “Sean” Rhee
 Vienna, VA
    

Father Dunnan awards a prize to Maxine Adjei-Dadson.

Father Dunnan hands a prize to Ryan Stakes ’18.
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The Bishop's Prize, by tradition the 
School's highest prize and greatest 
honor, is awarded to a member of 
the Sixth Form who has contributed 
the most to the long-range, long-
term welfare of the School, either 
by accomplishment or by personal 
example, was awarded to:  
 Kofi Asamoah Agyeman
 Woodbridge, VA 
    
The Albert L. Watson III Memorial 
Prize for Poetry, endowed by 
Neale Watson in memory of his 
brother Albert, distinguished 
English teacher and Department 
Chair at Saint James 1964-1987, 
is awarded to the Sixth Former 
whose poem is selected to be read at 
Commencement. It was awarded to:
 Claire Elice Zimmermann
 Hagerstown, MD

The Fields Prize Scholarships, 
endowed in memory of Ambassador 
Louis G. Fields, Jr., are given to two 
incoming members of the Sixth Form 
who have distinguished themselves as 
scholars, persons of high character 
and courage, and examples of good 
within the Saint James community. 
The prizes are awarded by the vote of 
the faculty. In order to be eligible, a 
student must have achieved honors 
or high honors in the Fifth Form, 
participated in a well-rounded 
program of extracurricular activities 
and be viewed by the faculty as 
generally positive and helpful in 
their relationships.  The $5,000 
scholarships afforded by this 
endowment are applied towards 
boarding tuition in the Sixth Form 
year. They were awarded to:
 Alexia Fotini Tiches
 Hagerstown, MD

 Andrew Wei Shen
 Beijing, China

The Lee Prizes, endowed in honor 
the Robert E. Lee IV in recognition 
of his long service to Saint James 
School as trustee, are awarded by 
vote of the faculty to incoming Sixth 
Formers whose earnest endeavor and 
polite manner make them a credit 
to the society of the School. The 
$5,000 scholarships afforded by 
this endowment are applied towards 
boarding tuition in the Sixth Form 
year. They were awarded to:
 Bryce Jack Golden
 Middletown, VA

 Joelle Nicole Schultz
 Hagerstown, MD

 Ryan Andrew Stakes
 Frederick, MD

 Parker James Tribble
 Hagerstown, MD

The John Ross Fulton Award, 
endowed by Mark ’85 and Ann 
Fulton in memory of their son, is 
given to an incoming member of 
the Sixth Form who has overcome 
a significant obstacle and through 
courage, determination, and 
perseverance has made the most 
of his or her situation and is a 

positive example to others. The 
$5,000 scholarship afforded by 
this endowment is applied towards 
boarding tuition in the Sixth Form 
year. It was awarded to:
 Joseph Anthony George
 Williamsport, MD

Class Agents
Class of 2017
The following two members of the 
graduating class were appointed 
Class Agents: 
 Carter Pennington
 Tucker Almany

Father Dunnan gives a prize to Cole Menas.
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Baseball
First Team: Jared Carr ‘17,
 Hitter of the Year, ALL MAC, ALL IPSL
First Team: Myles Nicholson ’17, ALL MAC, ALL IPSL
Second Team: Isaac Schlotterbeck ’17, ALL MAC, ALL 
IPSL
Second Team: Chris Chaney ‘19, ALL IPSL
Zach Crampton ’19, ALL MAC
Spencer McNamee ’19, ALL IPSL

Softball
First Team: Trinity Schlotterbeck ‘19, ALL IPSL
First Team: Joelle Schultz ’18, ALL IPSL
Second Team: Nadia Rowe ’17, ALL IPSL

Boys’ Lacrosse
First Team: Tucker Almany ’17,
 Player of the Year,
 ALL MAC, ALL IPSL
First Team: Jaret Mahoney ‘17
First Team: Ryan Stakes ’18, ALL IPSL
First Team: Parker Tribble ’18, ALL IPSL
Second Team: Andre Myers ‘19
Second Team: Jackson Galloway ‘19
Second Team: Cole Menas ’17, ALL MAC
Second Team: Miles Wyndham ’19

Girls’ Lacrosse
First Team: Elizabeth Fahey ’17,
 Player of the Year, ALL IPSL
First Team: Gracie Bowers ’19, ALL IPSL
First Team: Claire Fulton ’17, ALL IPSL
First Team: Alexia Tiches ’18, ALL IPSL
Second Team: Meredith Day ’17

Boys' Tennis
Harry Masker ‘18, ALL IPSL
Noel Patterson ’17, ALL IPSL

Girls’ Tennis
Second Team: Roula Hammer ’19, ALL IPSL
Carter Pennington ’17, ALL IPSL

spRing athletiC awaRDs & ReCognition
The following varsity student athletes received well-deserved recognition for their outstanding

accomplishments this season. Please join us in congratulating these talented young women and men.

All County (All League First and Second Teams), All MAC & All IPSL Athletes

Front row, left to right: Chandler Marshall, Mary 
Yu, Roula Hammer, Carter Pennington, Elizabeth 
Fahey, Claire Fulton, Aimee Egwodobi. Back: Joelle 
Schultz, Eric Han, Harry Masker, Noel Patterson, 
Thomas Bacon, Tucker Almany, Michael Kraeker, 
Isaac Schlotterbeck, Zach Crampton. Not shown: 
Trinity Schlotterbeck, Jaret Mahoney.
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Spring Junior Varsity Athletic Awards
The following JV student athletes received well-deserved recognition this season.

Girls' JV Lacrosse Coaches Award Brooke Adams
 Most Improved Player Caroline Bowers
 Most Valuable Player Kate Drawbaugh

Boys' JV Lacrosse Coaches Award Austin Grandstaff
 Most Improved Player Evan Fulmer 
 Most Valuable Player Teddy White

Boys' JV Tennis Coaches Award Robert Purnell
 Most Improved Player Kevin Jin
 Most Valuable Player Jordan Walendom

Girls' JV Tennis Coaches Award Elsa Jenkins
 Most Improved Player Michaela Siegel
 Most Valuable Player Veronica Rodriguez

JV Baseball Coaches Award Carleton Walker
 Most Improved Player Chase Osinga
 Most Valuable Player Frankie Corsi

Mr. Lachut and Ms. Wilberton Named 2017 Herald-Mail
Washington County Lacrosse Coaches of the Year

For the last seven seasons, Coach Steve Lachut has 
guided the varsity boys’ lacrosse team with a firm hand 
and a focus on fundamentals. The veteran coach and 
Assistant Athletic Director steps off the field next 
year, transitioning to Dean of Students (Erik Holt 
will move from assistant to head coach). He leaves 
behind a 64-61 record and three Independent-
Parochial School League (IPSL) banners.

In a June 6th story in the Herald-Mail by Kevin 
Dunleavy, Tucker Almany ’17 reflected on the lessons he 
will never forget. “He (Coach Lachut) is really focused 
on the life lessons, preparing people for the next step,” 
Almany said. “He’s like that on the field too—maybe 
not worrying about the end result or the score—but 
just trying to learn from what happens. He always says, 
‘You’re not really going to remember the result of the 
game, you should just focus on what you learned from 
that and how you’re going to develop from that.’ That’s 
something I’ll definitely take to the next stage. But it 
will also be something that will stay with me through 
life, something that I’ll try to teach my kids— don’t really 
worry about the end result, because you can’t control 
that. Just control what you put into it.”

During her three seasons as varsity girls’ lacrosse 
coach, Ms. Megan Wilberton built a solid 27-8 
record and won all 12 of her games against IPSL 
competition. Her designation as 2017 Washington 
County Coach of the Year, caps her final year with 
Saint James. She helped the Saints improve during 
her tenure, coaching the team to three IPSL titles.

 "She was a great coach,” said senior Liz Fahey. “She 
came in and really made sure we were a family and 
everyone was working together. She brought the girls 
closer together.”

In the article announcing her honor, Kevin 
Dunleavy quoted Liz Fahey ’17, who praised 
her coach’s communications skills. “She’s super 
inspirational. We really work well together and listen 
to her,” Fahey said. “And she listens to our ideas….We 
can talk about anything — it was all about what works 
best for the team.”

This summer, the coach and English teacher bids 
farewell to Saint James. She has accepted a teaching 
position at Friends School of Baltimore.

Front row, left to right: Veronica Rodriguez, Michaela 
Siegel, Elsa Jenkins, Caroline Bowers, Brooke Adams, Carleton 
Walker. Back: Teddy White, Austin Grandstaff, Evan Fulmer, 
Frankie Corsi, Chase Osinga, Robert Purnell.
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Elizabeth Fahey ‘17 and Tucker Almany ‘17 Named Herald-Mail 
Washington County Lacrosse Players of the Year

& Jared Carr ’17 Named Hitter of the Year

Elizabeth Fahey
As if scoring 100 goals in a season weren’t enough, Elizabeth Fahey was named 
Washington County Player of the Year by the Herald-Mail newspaper. The graduating 
Sixth Former, who will play Division I lacrosse at High Point University in the 
fall, led Washington County in goals (100) and points (135). She placed second in 
assists (35) to go along with her 72 ground balls, 41 draw controls, and 24 caused 
turnovers. This driven young athlete was also instrumental in helping Saint James 
(14-3) claim its fourth IPSL title during her four extraordinary varsity seasons.

Tucker Almany
Tucker Almany is a rare commodity: a goalie who does everything from throwing 
outlet passes to positioning his defenders to scoring goals, with finesse. His skills 
and solid record earned him the title of Washington County Player of the Year. He 
was also named a U.S. Lacrosse Academic All-American—one of the highest awards 
available to a high school lacrosse player. He is one of two players selected from 
the region this year. He will continue his career at Division I St. Joseph’s. Almany 
made 224 saves this season, with a .594 save percentage and a Washington County-
best 8.5 goals-against average, according to the Herald-Mail.

Jared Carr
Jared Carr, a member of the Maryland State Association of Baseball Coaches 
preseason all-state team, was able to get on base 53 times during the season. He 
scored 39 times and drove in 23 runs, enjoying a .444 average. Sixteen of his hits 
were for extra bases, with 11 doubles, and five home runs. According to the Herald-
Mail, "The dynamics Carr provided—with the help of Myles Nicholson '17 and Isaac 
Schlotterbeck '17—defined Saint James’ unprecedented success this season." Carr 
will attend Shepherd University in the fall where he will play Division II baseball.
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VaRsity giRls’ soFtball

Though the 2017 season 
was inconsistent for 
the Saints, it saw the 
team return to the IPSL 
Championship game for 
the second year in a row, 
and just the second time 
in program history. Led 
by Sixth Formers Naydia 
Rowe and Chandler 
Marshall, the team 
improved drastically 
from March to May, and 
powered through a tough 
schedule all season long.

After beginning the 
season with a loss at 
Berkeley Springs, the 
Saints bounced right 
back in their first IPSL 
game, shutting out 
Mercersburg 6-0. Trinity 
Schlotterbeck (Fourth 
Form) pitched a no-
hitter and added a two-
run homer in the first 
inning to help the Saints 
jump out to an early 4-0 
lead. Tessa Douglass 
(Fourth Form) also had 
two hits and three RBI 
in her first career game, 
and Maya Drabczyk 
(Third Form) had her 
first career hit. Following 
that win, the Saints 
dropped three straight 
games to Hedgesville, 
Smithsburg, and Fannett-
Metal, despite nabbing an 
impressive 3-0 lead in the 
first few innings against 
Smithsburg. The team 

got back to 
its winning 
ways with 
another IPSL 
victory against 
Mercersburg, 
this time by 
a score of 12-7. Rowe 
went two-for-three with 
two doubles, and four 
RBI, and Third Former 
Rachel Levasseur went 
two-for-four with two 
RBI. The next day, the 
Saints fell 7-6 to St. 
John’s Catholic Prep in 
an IPSL heartbreaker 
with the tying run tagged 
out at the plate in the 
bottom of the seventh 
inning. Schlotterbeck had 
18 strikeouts and Joelle 
Schultz (Fifth Form) went 
four-for-four. Luckily, 
the two teams would meet 
again later.

After two losses to 
North Hagerstown and 
Northern Garrett, the 
Saints started a three-
game winning streak. That 
span of games saw the 
Saints outscore opponents 
36-8, including a 14-2 
win against Foxcroft (who 
had beaten the Saints in 
extra innings last season), 
a powerful 15-2 IPSL 
victory against Maryland 
School for the Deaf, and 
an incredible 7-4 program 
win against Frederick 
County’s Tuscarora High 

School. Against Foxcroft, 
Schultz collected four RBI 
and began a streak that saw 
her rip five homers in four 
games, and Third Former 
Sami Brown went two-
for-three, adding an RBI. 
In the big win over MSD, 
Jenna Root (Third Form) 
grabbed her first RBI of 
the season, Schultz hit two 
homeruns, Schlotterbeck 
ripped a double and a 
homer, and Marshall 
went three-for-five with 
a pair of runs scored. 
Schlotterbeck and Schultz 
both homered again 
against Tuscarora, and 
Bella Bottner (Second 
Form) scored a run for 
the Saints. After losing the 
final regular season game 
to Sidwell Friends, and 
many cancellations due to 
rain, the team had a week 
to prepare for the IPSL 
Championship game. 

At St. John’s 
Catholic Prep in the 
IPSL Championship, 
Schlotterbeck threw a no-
hitter and the opposing 
team had just one base 
runner all game, but 
she happened to score. 
Meanwhile, the Saints 

just could not get any of 
their five base runners 
around the diamond, and 
dropped the game 1-0. 
Schlotterbeck ended the 
season with 167 strikeouts 
and just 11 walks, and 
Schultz and Rowe joined 
Schlotterbeck to all end 
the season with batting 
averages well above the 
.400 mark. 

The Saint James softball 
program is on the rise, 
and though the loss 
of Rowe and Marshall 
to graduation will be 
difficult, the team shows 
plenty of leadership 
potential in the years 
to come. Thanks to 
Amanda Reyes (Fifth 
Form) and newcomers 
Kate Wu (Fourth Horm), 
Samantha Addo (Third 
Form), Kitty Zhou (Third 
Form), Simone Addo 
(Second Form), and 
Lidwina Eyombo-Bella 
(Second Form), the future 
looks bright for the Saints. 
With strong pitching, 
aggressive hitting, and 
solid defense, the Saints 
will look to sweep the IPSL 
in the 2018 season.

Coach Molly Goolman
MVP: Trinity Schlotterbeck
MIP: Joelle Schultz
Coaches’ Award: Chandler Marshall
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VaRsity boys’ baseball

This spring, Saint James 
baseball had a terrific 
season including many 
firsts for the program. 
The Saints won a share of 
MAC by going undefeated 
(12-0) in the regular 
season, and cracked the 
20-win plateau for the 
first time with 21 total 
victories. Throughout this 
winning streak, the Saints 
ripped 16 consecutive 
victories, earning them a 
Max Preps ranking of third 
in the state of Maryland 
and their second IPSL 
Championship.  

The Saints 
were led by 
three Sixth 
Formers on 
the field, Jared 
Carr, Myles 
Nicholson, 
and Isaac 
Schlotterbeck; 
and a fourth 
Sixth Former 
off the field, 
Michael 
Kraeker. 
Their skills and leadership 
will be greatly missed by 
everyone.

Schlotterbeck was the ace 

of the pitching staff that 
consisted of Chris Chaney 
(Fourth Form), Spencer 
McNamee (Fourth Form), 
Zach Crampton (Fourth 
Form), Brady Drawbaugh 
(Fourth Form), Jared 
Carr, and Caleb Norris 
(Third Form). Fourth 
Formers Lane Gay and 
Mark Spicher handled the 
pitching staff as they split 
catching duties behind the 
plate. Carr and Nichol-
son anchored the middle 
infield with Schlotterbeck, 
Crampton, and Chaney 
all receiving considerable 
time in the infield dirt, 
while Third Former Will 
Hertel provided depth. 
Tre Davis (Fifth Form), 
Spencer McNamee, Brady 
Drawbaugh, and Chris 
Chaney commanded the 
outfield, with TJ Quelet 
(Fourth Form) and Joe 

George (Fifth Form) 
seeing time in the out-
field, and Third Former 
Will Topham providing 
outfield depth.  

This team will be 
remembered for many 
accomplishments. Those 
of us who were there 
each day will remember 
the camaraderie, the 
endless support for one 
another, and the love we 
all shared for each other 
and the game. We will 
remember the laughs 
and the inside jokes, like 
“Honda, Honda, Honda,” 
and “Green Shirt Gary.” 
Most importantly, we will 
remember the motto, “For 
the Culture.”

The 2017 Saint James 
baseball team is truly 
one for the ages, and will 
remain one that we all can 
be proud of.

Coach Matt Noll
MVP: Isaac Schlotterbeck
MIP: Zach Crampton
Coaches’ Award: Michael Kraeker
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VaRsity giRls’ laCRosse

The 2017 varsity girls’ 
lacrosse team had a 14-3 
overall record, and were 
4-0 in the league. Our Sixth 
Form captains: Meredith 
Day, Claire Fulton, 
and Elizabeth Fahey 
earned their Fourth IPSL 
Championship as four-
year varsity starters. Team 
MVP, Claire Fulton scored 
54 goals and controlled the 
draw 92 times. Coaches’ 
Award winner, Elizabeth 
Fahey scored 100 goals and 
averaged 35 assists. Elizabeth 
was also named the Herald-
Mail 2017 Player of the Year. 
Gracie Bowers (Fourth 
Form) ruled the midfield 
with 133 draw controls and 
153 ground balls. Aimee 
Egwudobi (Fifth Form) 
earned the Most Improved 
Player Award by running 

the offense and 
scoring 25 goals 
overall. 

Supporting 
the midfielders 
in the offensive 
zone, Olivia 
Welty (Third 
Form) scored 
17 goals and 
played her 
best game against rival 
Mercersburg Academy. 
Also on attack, Rosy Lin 
(Fourth Form) scored her 
first varsity goal and worked 
to roll the crease regularly. 
Kendall Kothari (Fifth 
Form), Sofie	D’Ermes 
(Fifth Form), Tiffany	Lee 
(Sixth Form), and Olivia 
Riser (Third Form) all 
contributed goals to the 
offense this season.

Anchoring the defense, 

Fifth Form goalie Alexia 
Tiches (144 saves) and Sixth 
Form captain Meredith 
Day taught the younger 
defenders to be confident 
and steady in the eight 
meter. Midway through the 
season, the defense began 
holding most teams to 
under 10 goals per game. 
With the loss of Maddie 
Sappenfield (Fourth Form) 
to injury, Eliza Durham 
(Third Form), Alessia 
Regazzoni (Fourth Form), 

Taylor Spikell (Third 
Form), Bailey Adams (Sixth 
Form), Morgan Moseley 
(Third Form), and Christa 
Bartlett (Fourth Form) 
stepped up in several new 
roles to lead the defense. 
Goalie Lauren Russell 
(Sixth Form) played in 
several key games and led 
the team to wins. The team 
would like to thank Sean 
Rhee (Sixth Form) for his 
two years as manager.

Coach Megan Wilberton
MVP: Claire Fulton
MIP: Aimee Egwudobi
Coaches’ Award: Elizabeth Fahey
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VaRsity boys’ laCRosse

This season was quite 
a journey for the Saint 
James varsity boys’ lacrosse 
team. The team battled 
snow, wind, and rain, 
and rode the wave of 
high and lows presented 
throughout the season. 
Leading the way all season 
was our Sixth Form, 
three of whom have 
been four-year varsity 
players. Co-captains 
Tucker Almany and Jaret 
Mahoney led the defense 
and offense respectively. 
They were joined on 
the team by fellow Sixth 
Formers, attackman Cole 
Menas, midfielders Kofi	
Agyeman and Omar 
Habwe, defenseman 
Cody Barnhart, and the 
best hybrid-midfielder/
manager, Tobi Akanbi. 
A most sincere thank you 
to these seven for their 
contributions to this year’s 
team, as well as to the 
program.

The season began with 
alternating wins and 
losses over the first six 
games. After that, the 
Saints went on to win six 
of the next seven games, 
including wins over North 
Hagerstown, St. John’s, 
and Sidwell Friends 
during which these 

competitors 
saw glimpses 
of what the 
Saints were 
capable 
of. After 
that string, 
there was a 
downward 
wave, with three straight 
losses to Potomac, 
Mercersburg, and Maret.  

Perhaps the highlight of 
the season was going down 
to Maret and defeating 
them 7-6 to win the first 
MAC play-off game since 
2014. This happened just 
two days after they had 
beaten the Saints 7-12 at 
Saint James. That exciting 
win was followed by a 
very strong performance 
against top seed in the 
MAC Tournament, Flint 
Hill who dropped the 
visiting Saints 10-11, 
scoring the game winner 

in the last few minutes of 
the game.  

This season, the Saints 
possessed an impressively 
balanced offense. Leading 
the Saints statistically with 
54 points each, were Sixth 
Former Jaret Mahoney (26 
goals, 28 assists), and Fifth 
Former Ryan Stakes (41 
goals, 13 assists). Other 
offensive performances 
of note were had by Cole 
Menas (35 goals, 7 assists), 
and Fourth Formers 
Andre Myers (28 goals, 14 
assists), and Jack Galloway 
(23 goals, 8 assists).  

The defense was led by 

Tucker Almany, who made 
225 saves on 377 shots, 
for a save percentage of 60 
percent, while registering 
a goal, two assists, and 
50 groundballs. Playing 
defense in front of Almany 
were Cody Barnhart, 
who had a breakout 
season, Fifth Former 
Parker Tribble, who led 
the team with 25 caused 
turnovers, and John 
Metchie (Fifth Form) 
who often was tasked with 
covering the opponent’s 
best athlete. Playing at 
the defensive midfield for 
Saint James were long-
stick midfielders Jalen 
Anderson (Fifth Form) 
and Miles Wyndham 
(Fourth Form), who 
both did a tremendous 
job shutting down the 
opposing midfield. They 
were aided by the short-
stick midfield play of 
Kofi Agyeman and Omar 
Habwe, who were joined 
by Fifth Former Colin 
Williams.

Coach Steve Lachut
MVP: Tucker Almany
MIP: Thomas Bacon
Coaches’ Award: Jaret Mahoney
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VaRsity giRls’ tennis

Spring 2017 was the 
hottest season I have on 
record in my nine years of 
coaching. We finished our 
season 5-6. After losing 
six starters from last year, 
I am very pleased with the 
performance of this year’s 
young team. Most of our 
losses were determined by 
third set tiebreakers that 
were real “nail biters” and 
could have gone either 
way. That said, next year, 
I fully expect wins in 
tiebreakers—after all, we 
have the experience.

As one might expect 
when coaching a young 
team, a coach can hear a 
lot of excuses when half 
of the team graduated 
the previous year. We 

collectively 
decided our 
theme for 
this year 
would be “NO 
EXCUSES.” 
No one did it 
better than our 
team captain 
and winner of this year’s 
Coaches’ Award, Carter 
Pennington (Sixth Form). 
Carter played all four 
years on varsity. From the 
time she stepped on the 
court to help us win our 
last IPSL Tournament in 
2015, she has yet to utter 
one excuse of fatigue. 

As coaches, the award 
that sometimes enables 
us to pat ourselves on the 
back is the Most Improved 

Player award. Mary Yu 
(Fifth Form) is a coach’s 
dream! She listens, she 
absorbs the skill, and she 
takes it to her match. She 
has diligently worked hard 
enough to go from the 11th 
and 12th player on last 
year’s tennis ladder to the 
5th or 6th player on this 
year’s ladder. If she was 
your doubles partner, four 
out of five times you would 
win. Wow. This pretty 
much sums up how we feel 
about her improvement.

An inspiring Fourth 
Former took our MVP 
award this year: Roula 
Hammer. It takes tenacity, 
mental discipline, fight, 
and a no excuses attitude 
to play the singles one 
position in tennis. She 
finished out the year at 
an impressive 6-2. We are 
braced and set for her to 
dominate and improve on 
all levels over the next two 
years.

This year’s success would 
not have been achieved 
without the work ethic 

and drive of our amazing 
team of strong women: 
Lilly Noel (Fourth Form), 
Sophie Shi (Sixth Form), 
Kerr Ko (Sixth Form), 
Maggie McFillen (Fourth 
Form), Nelly Xie (Third 
Form), Darcy Farrell 
(Third Form), Ady Kurtz 
(Fifth Form), Liz Worth 
(Fifth Form) and Victoria 
Vando (Fourth Form). 
During each practice, 
these ladies proved that 
they are “strong on the 
court, so they can be 
strong off the court.” 
Thus, our team motto: 
#strongonstrongoff. These 
players came to practice 
ready to play, ready to 
work, and ready to learn 
more.

A special thanks to 
Coach Sappenfield for 
her amazing council and 
advice; Coach Nickey for 
his great tips; Doc for his 
awesome care; and, Max 
our manager who never 
ever let me down. Max, 
you are a gem!

Coach Sabina Spicher
MVP: Roula Hammer
MIP: Mary Yu
Coaches’ Award: Carter Pennington
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VaRsity boys’ tennis

As a first-year coach of the 
varsity boys’ tennis team, 
I was excited to find a 
group of such committed 
and respectful young men. 
Competing in the MAC 
and earning an overall 
record of 5 wins and 11 
losses, the boys continued 
to work hard throughout 
the season, all the while 
trying to improve their 
games. We kicked into 
the season quickly with 
our first match three days 
after tryouts. We ended 
the regular season on a 
high note, winning our 
last match against South 
Hagerstown High School, 
which ironically we lost 
to in the first match of 
the season. The team’s 
wins were against non-
MAC opponents South 
Hagerstown, Manchester, 
Musselman and Goretti 
(twice). The majority of 

the losses 
came in 
MAC 
competition. 
However, 
the highlight 
of the MAC 
competition 
was a hard 
fought battle 
with St. Andrews, with the 
Saints losing a close match 
3-4.  

We wish to congratulate 
this year’s Sixth Formers 
William Chiang, Hayden 
Lyles (captain), Daisuke 
Negishi, Noel Patterson 
(captain), Jason Yang and 
Robert Walker. As the 
team looks to the future, 
we have Fifth Formers 
Ned Bai, Eric Han, Alex 
Kim, Harry Masker, 
Minh Pham, and Jason 
Zheng as the base to build 
upon our success for next 
year. 

At the spring sports 
banquet, Harry Masker 
was named MVP of the 
team. Harry had the best 
win/loss record of the 
team with 9 wins and 8 
losses overall, and 3 wins 
and 1 loss in the IPSL. 
Harry was the foundation 
of the team’s doubles play 
by always playing with a 
level of consistency and 
heart, and never wanting 
to give in to an opponent. 
Harry was awarded for 
his success when he was 
named to the First Team 
ALL IPSL. He will be 
returning next year and 
will be integral to the 
team’s continued success.

I selected Noel 
Patterson to receive the 
Coaches’ Award due to his 
commitment, hard work, 
and leadership. Noel was 
a co-captain of the team 
and always represented the 
Saints and Saint James in 
a positive manner. Noel 
was always willing to do 
what was best for the team, 
and played both singles 
and doubles throughout 

the season. Most notably, 
his hard work during the 
season was recognized 
when he was named to the 
First Team All IPSL.

As a first-year coach, 
it was difficult for me 
to see who improved 
the most from last year. 
Instead, I looked at who 
had the highest level of 
improvement during 
this season. With this 
consideration, Eric Han 
was awarded the Most 
Improved Player award. 
At the beginning of the 
season, Eric was hurt and 
was not able to participate 
in the challenge matches, 
which is used to determine 
the order of play. 
Consequently, Eric did 
not earn a starting spot in 
the lineup. That did not 
deter him from working 
hard and continuing to 
improve his game. About 
halfway through the 
season, the team was able 
hold challenge matches 
and Eric earned a starting 
spot until the end of the 
season. 

Coach Rob Nickey
MVP: Harry Masker
MIP: Eric Han
Coaches’ Award: Noel Patterson
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alumni weekenD 2017

If ever there were an Alumni 
Weekend for the record books, 
this was it. This most memorable 
of celebrations began on 
Friday evening with the 50th 
reunion of the Class of 1967. 
A lively and gregarious cast of 
characters—one alumnus from as 
far away as London, and another 
representing the West Coast—
convened on Father Dunnan’s 
sun-swept deck for an evening 
of merriment, and to pose for 
photos during the Half Century 
Club Reception.

Saturday’s festivities included 
a vibrant Student Art Show, 
now a celebrated tradition, a 
BBQ lunch, and an afternoon 
of sports. The main event 
took place in the evening. The 
courts of Alumni Hall were 

transformed into a venue fit 
for any royal court. Hundreds 
of guests arrived to discover a 
nature-inspired fairyland of 
lights, flowers, and fabrics that 
brought the field house to life, 
offering an elegant and fitting 
backdrop to the celebration 
of the night—the departure of 
honorees Mr. Chick Meehan’65, 
Mr. Marty Collin, and Ms. Sandra 
Pollock. Following a sumptuous 
dinner, speakers paid tribute to 
each departing faculty member, 
offering poignant reflections and 
humorous roasts. The speeches 
are shared on the following pages. 
We hope you will enjoy these 
tributes to three devoted, iconic, 
and treasured members of the 
Saint James School community. 
Each will be greatly missed.

The weekend was brought to 
a close on Sunday, following an 
engaging Chapel Talk by Mr. 
Meehan (shared in this issue). 
After the service, members of 
the community trekked to the 
Bai Yuka for a special bridge 
dedication ceremony. John Cay 
’64, who led the effort, joined 
by his wife, Billings, spoke at the 
ceremony, along with his classmate 
Chip Berry. The gracious 
Chippendale-style bridge, 
donated by the Class of 1964, is a 
lovely addition to the School. Cay 
also arranged for brick pavers on 
the island engraved with quotes 
from some of his favorite authors 
and philosophers. We are grateful 
to everyone who made this such an 
unforgettable weekend.

Class of 1967 reunion
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Students, faculty, and alumni gathered during Alumni Weekend to watch and 

discuss the documentary, The Guys Next Door. The film stars Tony Hurley ’87 

and his wife Rachel. The documentary took place over three years and began 

when Rachel, who served as a surrogate mother for a gay married couple 

(Erik and Sandro), was pregnant with the couple’s second daughter. The 

film thoughtfully addresses important issues such as what it means to be an 

“American family” in today’s society. Attendees were fortunate to be joined by 

Tony, Rachel, their daughter Maddie, and Director Allie Humenuk.

Tony Hurley ’87 Returns to Campus to Present The Guys Next Door

Tony, in the middle (blue shirt), is pictured 
with Rachel, Erik and Sandro.

The Faculty Fund
The Faculty Fund was established by 

donors in honor of Chick Meehan’65, 

Marty Collin, and Sandra Pollock 

when they departed from Saint James 

after 48, 27 and 27 years of service 

to the School, and by members of 

the Class of 1967 on the occasion 

of their 50th reunion. Proceeds 

support professional development and 

continuing education for the faculty. 

Future reunion classes are invited to 

consider the fund for their class gift as 

a way of remembering and thanking 

their teachers. To make a donation to 

this fund, please contact Greg Wilson 

at: gwilson@stjames.edu
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FAREWELL DINNER
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The Man Who Taught Me to Say Yes
A Tribute to Mr. Marty Collin by Jesse Stanchak ’01

I ’d like to begin tonight with a 
reading from Beowulf. Those 
of you who had Mr. Collin for 

Third Form English doubtless have it 
memorized. 

Just kidding. I don’t want to 
trigger those of you who still suffer 
from nightmares about writing 40-
page papers on the significance of 
Grendel’s Mother.

I can remember hearing rumors 
of a 40-page Beowulf essay from 
older students during orientation 
and panicking. I tracked down my 
new English teacher and asked him 
point-blank if he was going to make 
me write 40 pages on a 1,000-year-
old book.

Mr. Collin laughed. “Don’t believe 
everything you hear. The average is 
closer to 50.”

I don’t know about you, but my 
first three weeks at Saint James 
were one long panic attack. Every 
part of the school asked so much of 
me. I was struggling academically, 
athletically, socially. I wondered if 
this place was really for me. 

Around this time, Mr. Collin 
announced auditions for the fall 
play. After class one day he held me 
back and told me to try out. I made 
a bunch of excuses about being busy. 
He didn’t argue with me. He just 
said: “You’d be good at it.”

 I can still hear his advice to me 
before I stepped on stage to audition. 

“Don’t worry about perfection. 
Just breathe and project. Today, I’m 
listening for voices.”

It was the first time in three weeks 
someone had told me not to worry. I 
kept it together, and got a small part. 
I would go on to appear in 16 other 
plays over the next four years. Not 
because I’m a good actor, but because 
Mr. Collin heard something in me 

that he could work with. Those plays 
gave me confidence, a social network, 
and some much-needed focus. 
Drama is what made the rest of Saint 
James possible for me.

Tonight we’re saying “thank you” 
to a man who meant a great deal 
to a great many in a great number 
of ways. You may think of him as 
a teacher, or a director, or just 
the head of the best lunch table. 
It’s impossible to capture in a few 
minutes all of the things he was to all 
of the people in this room. But I can 
tell you what he meant to me: Mr. 
Collin is the man who taught me to 
say “Yes.”

Yes, you can read a 1,000-year-
old book and write scores of pages 
analyzing it. Yes, you try out for the 
play and get the lead. Yes, you can 

 It’s impossible to capture 
in a few minutes all of 

the things he was to all of 
the people in this room. 

But I can tell you what he 
meant to me: Mr. Collin is 
the man who taught me

to say “Yes.”  
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publish your own terrible literary 
newsletter. Yes, you apply to your 
dream schools. Yes, you can fit in 
and thrive here. Nothing is entitled, 
but everything is possible, if you’re 
willing to put in the work. If you find 
yourself out in left field, hop on your 
pogo stick and head for traffic.

The bromide often given to 
teenagers is, “Just be yourself.” That 
is terrible advice. Teenagers are 
wretched people in desperate need of 
improvement. That is why places like 
Saint James exist.

To his credit, Mr. Collin never 
once told me to be myself. In fact, he 
asked me to be lots of other people 
on stage over the years. And in so 
doing he challenged me to be the 
best version of myself. He taught 
with humor, with stories, and with 
the example of his own audacious 
optimism.

It is an audacious thing to tell a 
group of teenagers they will put on a 
show in 10 weeks’ time, even though 
they don’t know a single line yet—and 
to believe it in your bones, because 

you can already hear what those 
young people are capable of. Mr. 
Collin did that well over 100 times.

It is an audacious thing to expect 
people who can’t even drive to read 
and deconstruct the great works of 
Western literature. Yet Mr. Collin 
waded through tens of thousands of 
pages of English essays, because he 
believed he could help students learn 
how to think.

And it is an audacious thing to 
believe you can make a difference in 
the lives of young people. But tonight, 
the world is full of bonfires that might 
only be embers if he hadn’t been 
there to fan the flames. This is what 
happens when you say “yes.”

Whenever a new student made the 
mistake of referring to Mr. Collin 
as “Mr. Collins,” they could be sure 
of the same reply: “COLLIN!” he’d 
bellow, “Singular! There’s only one 
of me!” Tonight, you know as well as 
I do just exactly how true that is. 

But if his retirement saddens 
you, remember that it is also an 
audacious thing to continue to grow 
throughout your life. To travel the 
world. To learn to play new musical 
instruments. To become a published 
playwright—Mr. Collin has done 
all those things and more at an age 
when many people become stuck in 
their ways. Tonight is not just about 
Mr. Collin saying goodbye. Tonight 
is about him saying yes to new 
adventures. If you want to honor the 
memory of all he did for us, go out 
there and do the same.

And it is an audacious 
thing to believe you can 
make a difference in the 

lives of young people. But 
tonight, the world is full of 
bonfires that might only be 
embers if he hadn’t been 
there to fan the flames. 
This is what happens 
when you say “yes”. 
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My Fondest Memories
A Tribute to Ms. Sandra Pollock and Mr. Marty Collin by Lizzy Benchoff '00

One night over hibachi 
at the House of Kobe, 
Sandra and Marty, or Ms. 

Pollock and Mr. Collin asked me to 
give a speech in their honor. Make it 
funny, they added. No pressure.

Well, normally I would ring-up 
my nearest and dearest high school 
teachers/advisors for help. Not this 
time. Not for this speech.

As I began to think back over 
my relationship with them and my 
time at Saint James, some things 
rushed back to me. But a lot of 
things seemed harder to reach in my 
memory. Great, I thought, this is this 
early onset Alzheimer's. In a bit of a 
panic, I reached out to a few of my 
classmates on Facebook since we can 
do that now.

I thought to myself: When did our 
story begin?

I first visited Saint James as a sixth 
grader on Columbus Day in 1993. 
I visited my soon-to-be school as a 
wide-eyed 11-year-old. That fall, I 
attended Saint James as First Form 
student. My first English teacher 
was Ms. Pollock. We read Beowulf and 
commenced to writing lots and lots 
of papers. One of the things I do 
remember well was seeing a big red 
F on my first English exam. I think 
that was the first and last F of my 
academic career. Who better to give it 
to me than Ms. Pollock, who was also 
my trusted academic advisor. No way 
to hide that one.

I remember countless hilarious 
advisor meetings in her office and I 

remember another milestone in my 
life in that office. Fast forward six 
years to college application time.

I received a letter from a school. 
I was a legacy, but the news was not 
good. I had been waitlisted. I was 
gutted. I couldn't believe what I was 
reading. Ms. Pollock consoled me 
and reassured me that I would find 
the place that was best for me. Of 
course she was right. I did find the 
perfect school for me! 

Some of my fondest memories 
include:

Full-contact musical chairs. Several 
people had to go to the infirmary. 
Needless to say, we didn't get to do 
that again.

Bagel bites. 
Cast Parties. 
Singing “Manos Arriba,” also 

known as “Hands up.” 
I could always depend on the fact 

that I had an English paper that was 
going to be due, one that was due, 

and one that was late. In fact, I still 
have a recurring nightmare about not 
being able to find my class schedule 
to tell me which classroom to go to, 
and having a paper I never finished.  

They have provided me with laughs 
that last a lifetime...well, since 1994.

And last but not least, Ms. Pollock 
and Mr. Collin are both true and 
loyal friends who are always there to 
encourage me and pick me up when 
I fall.

They have been, and will always be, 
sounding boards for life decisions.

Ms. Pollock and Mr. Collin taught 
me that I am enough and sometimes 
too much.

They are both finally graduating 
from Saint James. They will be free 
on weekends, and relieved from 
dorm duty, work squad, study hall, 
and late English papers.

To Ms. Pollock and Mr. Collin: 
You did it 27 years later....
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Rites of Passage
A Tribute to Ms. Sandra Pollock and Mr. Marty Collin by Chris Turner ’99

What are the names of 
those wonderful folks 
who took such great care 

of you at Saint James?”
This was a question my Uncle Paul 

asked me about a week before my 
recent wedding.

Leading up to said wedding, my 
wife (Laura Day ‘99) 
and I had pre-marital 
counselling with Father 
Dunnan. Coincidently, 
he asked me at one of our 
sessions to speak on Marty 
and Sandra’s behalf at this 
event. I couldn’t have been 
more delighted to do it: To 
honor those two people in 
my Saint James family who 
are most important to me.

I met Ms. Pollock 
during the summer of 
1994. In fact, she gave me 
my admissions tour and 
interview. I was 13-years-old and had 
a tough story. My mother had passed 
away in a tragic car accident and my 
father quickly re-married—and I was 
lost. But Saint James found me, or 
somehow, I found it. I was a last-
minute addition to the school session 
of 1994-95. Some might even say 
some rules and admissions processes 
had been bent. There was no denying 
Ms. Pollock had a soft spot for me.

So here I was, a bewildered second 
former. The only boarder in my 
form. It was scary. I was away from 
home and by myself for the first time. 
Now, if you don’t know this already, 

Ms. Pollock loves all lower schoolers. 
And let’s face it, their tough to love. 
They look weird, they smell weird, 
and to add insult to injury, they must 
process out of chapel first…every 
morning to the direct gaze of all the 
upper school. That’s not easy. And 
what a way to start your day. As I was 

going through all this, Ms. Pollock 
made sure I was ok.

There was a “special relationship” 
between Ms. Pollock’s house and the 
“Donk.” She was always making sure 
to have us over every couple of weeks. 
Sometimes we had cookies and sat in 
the living room to just talk and hang 
out. Other times, we might have that 
great delicacy which all boarding 
students pine for: Bagel Bites. There 
were times we went on trips and 
times we worked on small projects. 
As a result, Ms. Pollock and I spent 
a lot of time together during my first 
few months at Saint James.

In fact, Ms. Pollock was the first 
teacher I ever asked for extra help, 
proofreading my English paper for 
Mr. Collin’s class became our routine. 

To be honest, I needed a lot of 
academic help that first year. That’s 
when Ms. Pollock started the “tough 
love” that parents give you. So 

naturally, she sent me to 
the “pit” for study hall each 
night.

On the flip side of my 
Saint James life, I began 
another routine that started 
that first year: room 
inspection.

Little known Saint James 
historical fact: Mr. Collin 
at one time was a room 
inspector for Onderdonk. 
This was a thankless job. 
Every Sunday night he bore 
this great burden.

During my very first room 
inspection at Saint James School, 
Mr. Collin became more than just 
my English teacher. Now, of course 
we went through the routine of, 
“empty the trash can” and the old 
“make the bed,” etcetera. But when 
those formalities were over, he 
grabbed one of the two guitars in my 
room and asked me, “What are we 
going to play?” I wasn’t very good. 
But I got better. 

Every week we played guitar while 
the rest of the dorm scrambled to 
vacuum or throw their stuff under 
their beds or whatever that weeks’ 
scam was to get through dorm 

"
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inspection. My room was always 
clean. I was always ready for room 
inspection.

Other than teaching me some 
guitar, Mr. Collin was also a pretty 
good English teacher. One of the 
first books we read was, A Day No Pigs 
Would Die. This is a story about rites 
of passage. I learned what that was. 
And I was beginning my own rite of 
passage at Saint James, as were Mr. 
Collin and Ms. Pollock.

So went my first year at school. To 
my amazement, over the summer 
I received a letter from the School 
asking me back to attend Third 
Form. I guess that time in the pit 
paid off.

Here began Third Form, time to 
move to the big house: Claggett. 
I was in high school. I wasn’t the 
new kid anymore. Some other 
things changed as well. I had a new 

academic advisor: Ms. Pollock and 
a new routine. It went like this: at 
the end of study hall each night, I 
grabbed my guitar and raced down 
the steps from Maddox and over to 
Ms. Pollock and Mr. Collin’s house. 
It was like going home at the end of 
the day and getting away from it all. 
Mr. Collin and I would play guitar. 
Ms. Pollock would sit and listen, 
grade papers, relax and then we 
would talk. Sometimes about things 
at school. Sometimes about life, 
about music, or about whatever snack 
we decided to have. This went on 
for a few months, until the day it all 
changed.

Per my routine, I headed down the 
steps from Maddox and over to Ms. 
Pollock and Mr. Collin’s house after 
study hall. I knocked on the door. 
Out came Mr. Collin. I asked if he 
wanted to play guitar. He said “NO” 

and sent me on my way. 
As my head was spinning from 

such a harsh change in tone and 
routine. I realized something. I 
was spending too much time with 
them. He was parenting me. He was 
pushing me from the nest. More 
tough love. I needed to get to know 
my peers and experience that which 
is so important to community life at 
Saint James: dorm life. And I did.

Now, don’t think that was the last 
time I ever went to their house. 
I always looked forward to the 
opportunity. They would host open 
houses and the wrap parties for 
each Mummers’ production. And of 
course, I would stop by for extra help 
from time to time.

Ms. Pollock was always there for 
me when it came to extra help. She 
continued to push me academically 
during my tenure at Saint James. As 
my advisor, she helped me choose the 
right classes to take. Many times, she 
pushed me to do things like taking 
SAT II tests and other such things 
that would ultimately prepare me for 
the academic rigors of college.

There was another life lesson/
rite of passage that all Saint James 
students experience at one point 
or another. I somehow managed to 
avoid it until the spring of my Sixth 
Form year. Work squad.

Mr. Collin gave me two demerits 
for being late to check in at Kemp 
Hall on a Saturday night. The funny 
thing is, he later told me he didn’t 
care that I was late. He said in his 
usual tone, “Think about it.” 

Well, what was is that I did? I 
thought back in the rolodex of my 
memories of that evening. Let’s list 
them in order: got sucked into a 
bad movie in the Whittingham II 

  Turner (continued from pg. 57)
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common room, got hungry, ordered 
some delivery (Chinese) with Jon 
Hartman, continued to watch said 
bad movie, finished bad movie, 
continued to hang out with Jon 
Hartman, and….eureka! That’s why I 
got two demerits: poor judgement.

On that particular Saturday 
morning in May, I was the only 
person on work squad. And 
somehow, Ms. Pollock oversaw work 
squad that week. Coincidence? I 
think not. What was my penance to 
be? She made me vacuum her house. 

While vacuuming, I noticed 
pieces of a quilt that we had sown 
as a Saturday project back when I 
was in Second Form. It never did 
get finished. We reminisced about 
that project and some of the other 
students who had helped. Mostly we 
just spent the afternoon together as 
my time at Saint James was coming to 
its conclusion.

Now miraculously, that quilt got 
finished right before graduation and 
was given to me as a gift from Ms. 
Pollock. It was on my bed during my 
four years in college.

In college, Ms. Pollock would send 
me care packages. Like the kind your 

mom sends you. They would come 
packed with cookies, pens, pencils, 
and of course the occasional Saint 
James t-shirt or hoody. Things from 
home.

On one of my post-college visits 
back to campus, I stopped in to see 
Father Dunnan…like you do.

My conversation with Father went 
like this:

Father Dunnan – “Christopher….
Great to be home isn’t it? Did you 
see Marty and Sandra yet?”

Christopher – “Of course. That 
was my first stop. No offense. Mr. 
Collin is like my dad and Ms. Pollock 
is like my mom. And you, well you’re 
like my uncle.”

I had a unique experience with 
Mr. Collin and Ms. Pollock. It was 
special.

There are common experiences 
that all Saint James alumni have. 
When we gather, there are certain 
topics we can all relate to, no matter 
when we graduated. Now, for those 
of you who were fortunate enough to 
have spent time at Saint James with 
Mr. Collin and Ms. Pollock, here are 
some of my favorite highlights:

• “Strip Vocab” – This is how you 

properly expand your vocabulary 
and learn to spell correctly like 
a good Christian gentleman or 
lady.

• That student voice Mr. Collin 
uses to imitate the stupid 
questions we would all ask: “Hey, 
like, sir?” “Sir, can we like, hey 
sir?” “Is it ok if…?” Fill in the 
blank.

• Lunch – On today’s meatless 
Friday menu, “Train Wreck.” 
Stewed tomatoes atop macaroni 
and cheese. Mmm, mmm…
delicious.

• And my personal favorite, and 
this still makes me laugh every 
time I come to a Mummers’ 
Society production: the credits. 
Always, the last people thanked, 
“The Fine People of Work Squad.”

Another great honor and 
meaningful moment with Ms. 
Pollock, specifically—sorry Mr. 
Collin, it would be weird if you were 
involved—was the mother-son dance 
at my recent wedding. It couldn’t 
have been anyone else.

Also at the wedding, my Uncle 
Paul finally got to thank Mr. Collin 
and Ms. Pollock in person. I hope he 
didn’t wear you out.

I offer the sincerest gratitude for 
your commitment to the School. 
Together, for 27 years. Your 
permanent stamp is now etched upon 
the traditions and culture of the 
institution that is Saint James School. 
We wish you the very best success 
in your next chapter as this rite of 
passage comes to its conclusion.
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Mr. Saint James
A Tribute to Mr. Charles “Chick” Meehan by Randy Screen ‘74

To begin tonight’s festivities, 
I have the privilege to 
honor Mr. Charles G. 

“Chick” Meehan, Jr. ‘65….Mr. Saint 
James….who has decided to retire 
at age 69 (he will be 70 on August 
30th). A man who has been a part of 
Saint James for 53 of those years!  

Chick is Mr. Saint James as he 
has been the face, the smile, and 
the handshake that greets everyone, 
especially we alumni, when we enter 
the hallowed grounds of this great 
place. I have to say that it will not be 
the same place when I return to Saint 
James in the years to come.

Chick entered Saint James as a 
student in the Second Form in 1960. 
Incredibly, he graduated in five years 
in 1965. It is rumored he attended 
and graduated from college in four 
years at Franklin and Marshall. 
Father Owens, in desperate need of 
a math teacher, and knowing Chick 
would need a job, offered him the 
position. He was back at SJS in 
August of 1969. The saga that we 
honor and celebrate tonight began 
that year!

Chick’s parents always, and I mean 
always, called him Charles, as does 
his sister, Diana, who joins us this 
evening. His dad was a West Point 
graduate, fought in the European 
Theatre in WWII, and retired as a 
Colonel from the Army.

Chick learned three important 
lessons from his Dad that he still 
follows today:

1. Always be on time. Translated, 
this means early is on 
time, being on time is late, 
and being late it totally 
unacceptable!

2. Always say yes ma’am/yes sir, 
no ma’am/no sir.

3. Whenever the National 
Anthem is played, sing it. It 
pays all our bills. At the end, 
always say, “Beat Navy”!

Some additional important 
learnings he added to these lessons:

Always do the right thing. Always 
give a firm handshake. Do not 
forget to smile and laugh. Never 
wear your hat indoors, and one of 
my favorites—always tip a waitress at 
breakfast more since they work just as 
hard as the dinner staff.

He has lived in Bethesda, MD, Fort 
Leavenworth, KS, Frostburg, MD, 
Grove City, PA and Hagerstown, MD.

“The Chickster” has held quite a 

few positions during his tenure here 
at Saint James:

Prefect, Master (Teacher), Hall 
Master, Assistant Coach, Head 
Coach, Athletic Director, SJIT 
Director, Advisor, Senior Master 
(which really translates into being 
OLD), and Headmaster (Saint James 
is still recovering).

Let’s talk about one of Chick’s 
golden teaching moments through 
the years:

“Homework tonight…..do 108, 
109, 1010, and 1011.” 

“1010?” 
“You knew what I meant.”
Raffle off seconds at dinner. It is 

a highlight every evening. Throw up 
1 hand with 0 to 5, count them up, 
divide by the number of participants, 
and establish the winner. Chick 
could do it in a millisecond.

What most of you are not aware of 
are the records Chick holds from his 
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playing days from 1960-65. To this 
day, Chick has the record for most 
shots attempted in a career (and in 
a season) in basketball. The second 
record is most shots missed in a 
career and in a season. He was the 
first high school athlete (and I use 
that term loosely) to ice his elbow 
after every game.

His career started as an assistant 
coach for all of the varsity sports, 
and head coach of the freshmen 
(ATOMS) and JV teams. His teams 
were excellent for many years. Chick 
believed in the old adage that three 
things can happen when you throw 
the ball, and two were bad. He was 
elected to the Hagerstown Sports 
Hall of Fame.

Chick gives nicknames to a lot of 
folks. If you get one, you should 
cherish it. One of my old friends 
and former roommate, Dan Odom 
‘74, will forever be known as “Blue 
Moon” Odom. Another favorite of 
mine was Marie “Kiki” Karos ’82 
(Trustee) who will always be called 
Kiki Vandeweigh.

Now let’s talk about the smartest 
thing he ever did: marrying Kathy 
Wilson on April 4, 1970. I started 
at Saint James in August 1971 and 
Kathy was the best looking woman 
on this campus. My best year at Saint 
James was during Sixth Form when 
I was Chick’s prefect in Onderdonk 
Hall because I could see the gorgeous 
Kathy Meehan every day.

Do you have any idea how special 
it was to carry her groceries from her 
car to their apartment every week? 
Or sitting in their apartment sipping 
lemonade and eating popcorn or 
pretzels? Ah, the good old days!

It was always great when she would 
join Chick in the dining hall for 

dinner. Many a young man swooned 
from her glance. Kathy remains 
beautiful today and is the love of 
Chick’s life! She is a very special lady 
and she will be missed as well.

 Of course, his son Sean ‘89, 
daughter-in-law Kristy, and their 
two wonderful kids, Bo and Phoebe, 
have the attention and incredible 
love of Chick and Kathy. Always the 
family man with an incredible family!  

Let me close my part of this grand 
event with these comments about 
Chick:

He has the great values of integrity, 
honesty, loyalty, leadership, justice, 
trustworthiness, and fairness. He 
is godfather to my youngest son, 
Patrick. He is a guy you can call at 
any time, day or night, if you are in 
need of assistance. He doesn’t ask 
what happened. He asks where you 
are and says, “I will be there!”  When 
my mother died in a tragic accident 
in 1987, he did exactly what I 
described as he drove me home from 
the airport, with Dave Barr, since I 
could not have done it.

He never met a stranger as his 
warm smile and handshake made 
friends everywhere. Most of them 
are still friends today (he just cannot 
remember their names all the time, 
anymore).

Chick Meehan has touched 
thousands of lives in such a positive 
way. I am not just talking about 
students. I am talking about parents, 
faculty, the Hagerstown community, 
especially his membership in Rotary, 
coaches and athletic directors all over 
the high school and private school 
landscape. He has been a tremendous 
ambassador to this school.

Chick has been my mentor, coach, 
teacher, sounding board, friend, and 

most of all, my brother!
A movie very close to my heart, 

Brian’s Song, brings me to my ending…
I love Chick Meehan, and I know a 

lot of you love him too. Saint James 
will certainly miss him on a daily 
basis after he retires. Those of us, 
especially we old alumni, who know 
he is our last connection to those 
days, will truly miss that smile and 
handshake when we return. Life 
goes on at Saint James, but it will 
be missing a son who will always be 
known as Mr. Saint James.

ABOUT CHICK
Here are some additional “Chick 
bits” courtesy of his good friend, 
Randy Screen:

Physical Fitness
Chick lives ¼ mile from the main 
building, right? Instead of walking 
to work, my boy drives. No 
wonder he is a physical specimen.

Favorite Teams
His favorite teams generally start 
with the same first name, which 
is “Pittsburgh” – Pirates, Penguins 
and Steelers….I couldn’t agree 
more with these favorites.
He would also include Army West 
Point: Go Army, Beat Navy!, 
Maryland Terrapins, and of 
course, F&M.

Favorite Foods
Kathy Kline’s Sticky Buns, French 
Toast, Chili, AC&T Ice Cream, 

Oreo Cookies
All healthy, low-cal dishes, 
wouldn’t you agree??!!

Favorite Haunts
Lidos, Broad Axe, Ron’s, Park 
Circle, Mama Corsi’s, The Plum, 
Redman Club, Airport Inn
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A Warm Smile, A Big Hug, A Firm Handshake, And A Silly Joke
A Tribute to Mr. Charles “Chick” Meehan by Scott Barr ‘78

Hello. My name is Scott 
Barr. Many of you might 
know me as Dave and 

Betty Barr’s son. Some of you might 
know me as Jordan and Ellen’s 
father. Tonight, I have the honor and 
privilege of being Chick’s buddy, an 
honor that I cherish dearly. 

When I first learned that Saint James 
was holding a special event to honor 
Chick and Kathy, and Sandra and 
Marty, I was so excited. It was going 
to be a blast recognizing four of my 
favorite people in the whole world. I 
could not wait for the weekend. It was 
going to be so much fun.

Then Father Dunnan asked me to 
speak of my friendship with Chick. 
Oh my goodness! I was flooded with 
emotions and questions. What could 
I say? How could I possibly speak of 
a man who has been such an integral 
and important part of my life? He’s 
more than a friend. He’s more like a 
brother. We have so many memories, 
and so many ties. How could I 
possibly speak to that?

Chick is so important to me and 
has been such an important part of 
my family that I had no choice. I had 
to do it. So here I am, attempting 
to share what my gut is telling me is 
impossible and offering a glimpse of 
the lifetime of love and admiration 
that I hold for my good friend, Chick 
Meehan. For purposes of this speech, 
I will attempt to summarize just how 
close Chick is to me and my family. 
(I should preface this by saying that 
it is important to remember that 
teachers have special relationships 
with their students and coaches 

have special relationships with their 
players). With that as the backdrop, 
let me summarize: 

- My Dad (Mr. David Barr) taught 
Chick, and in fact, gave Chick 
his nickname;

- My Dad coached Chick;
- My Dad, Chick, and Eddie 

Hoyer ‘52 served as the backbone 
of the Math Department for 
many years;

- My Dad and Chick coached 
together, in both football 
and baseball. Chick served as 
my Dad’s assistant for many 
years, and later, in the unique 
circumstances that can only be 
found at St. James School, my 

Dad served as Chick’s assistant 
for many years; 

- My Mom and Dad are Sean’s 
(Sean Meehan ’89) Godparents;

- Chick taught me;
- Chick coached me in football 

and baseball;
- Chick taught my nephew, Jamie 

Garner ‘96;
- Chick coached my nephew;
- Chick taught my son, Jordan 

Barr ‘09;
- Chick coached my son;
- Chick taught my daughter, Ellen 

Barr ’10;
- Chick gave me my first real job 

as a counselor at his Saint James 
Sports Camp;

- Chick gave my son his first real 
job as a counselor at his Saint 
James Sports Camp;

- Chick was hugely influential 
in my son’s decision to attend 
Franklin & Marshall College; 

- Chick attended my wedding;
- Chick attended my sister’s 

wedding;

It is a special human 
being who can be so 
generous of his time, 

energy, and love with so 
many people.
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- Chick spoke at my Mom’s funeral 
service; 

- To this day, Chick greets me, 
my wife, my son, my daughter, 
my sisters, and my Dad with 
hugs that are filled with love and 
devotion. It is my hope that those 
hugs are as meaningful to him.

So, as you can see, he is so special 
to the Barr family. It is impossible 
to put to words just how special. 
But here is the thing: he is special to 
many, many people. You see, Chick’s 
heart is so big and so generous that 
as close as I am with Chick, I look 
around this room and I know that 
every one of you feel as close to him 
as I do. That’s special. It is a special 
human being who can be so generous 
of his time, energy, and love with so 
many people. 

It is hard to imagine Saint James 
School without Chick being here to 
greet us with a warm smile, a big hug, 
a firm handshake, and a silly joke. 
But his legacy will be an integral 
part of SJS for a long, long time. 
His impact on this place will, in my 
opinion, last forever. What makes 
Saint James special…different…
unique is the way that it interacts 
with its students. 

As a boarding school, the 
expectations of both the faculty and 
the students are different. Whether 
we are talking about academics, 
sports, leadership, or being moral 
stewards to younger students, the 
expectations are that students will 
not just participate, but excel. And 
because we are a boarding school, we 
cannot “turn it on” in the morning 
when we go to school, and then 
“turn it off” when we get home in the 
evening. Do we, as students, stumble 
and fall? Yes, of course. Nobody 

leaves here without a good stumble. 
But (and this is important) we are 
fortunate to have good people like 
Chick, Marty, and Sandra by our 
side to pick us up, dust us off, pat us 
on the back, and encourage us to do 
better. And offer us the opportunity 
to redeem ourselves. 

Chick’s primary venue was the 
football field, but his impact can be 
seen in other sports as well. He held 
all of us to a high level of character 
and decorum, best described as being 
ladies and gentlemen, until we stepped 
on the field of competition. There, we 
were expected to compete and win. We 
would go out and compete, vigorously, 
for as long as the game was played. 
Then, when the horn sounded to end 
the game, we’d shake hands, and go 
back to being ladies and gentleman 
again. That was what Chick expected, 
and so that is what we did. It should 
be noted that Chick holds the all-time 
record for the longest winning streak 
in football in Washington County 
history: 26 straight wins in a row. 
That’s an incredible achievement 
anywhere, but especially here at Saint 
James where the enrollment never 
exceeds 235 students. 

Saint James was competing in the 
league championship game in football 

not so long ago. The Saints had a very 
good team with many good players but 
depended heavily on an outstanding 
running back. But in this, the 
championship game, the star running 
back did not start the game. In fact, 
he did not play for the entire first 
quarter. Unbeknownst to everyone 
in the stands, the star running back 
had violated a team rule, and the 
punishment was that he would not 
play the first quarter. The entire first 
quarter was a back and forth tussle as 
both teams struggled to advance the 
ball against the other team’s defense. 
At one point I glanced at the running 
back who was anxiously pacing the 
sidelines, helmet in hands, waiting…
waiting…for the first quarter to finally 
end. The second quarter started and 
Chick sent him into the game. On the 
very first play of the second quarter, 
the running back was handed the ball, 
and ran 89 yards for a touchdown. 
On the very next drive he did the 
same thing: he ran the length of the 
field for a touchdown. We all stumble 
at some point. And we are fortunate 
to have good people like Chick, 
Marty, and Sandra there to pick us 
up, dust us off, pat us on the back, 
and encourage us to do better. And 
offer us an opportunity to redeem 

continued on pg. 64  
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ourselves. It all happened so quickly 
that day. And in the excitement of 
the game, I hardly noticed what had 
just transpired. Saint James went 
on to win the game and the league 
championship. After the game I heard 
a conversation take place between 
Chick and another competing coach 
in the league who came to watch the 
championship game. 

“Why didn’t you play the running 
back in the first quarter?” asked the 
other coach. 

“He violated a team rule. The 
punishment was that he would sit for 
the entire first quarter.”

“But this was for the league 
championship” said the other coach 
while walking away with a smile. 
“There is not another coach in this 
league that would have made that 
same decision.”

Aren’t we lucky that he was 
coaching our team, and our kids!

It is often said that one of the 
hardest jobs in all of sports is being 
the wife of the head coach. She has 
to listen to the comments in the 
stands. She suffers the defeats as 
hard as anyone. She celebrates the 
victories in her own ways and often 
in quiet solitude, and she suffers the 
long seasons as a single parent and 
counselor. I would be entirely remiss 
if I didn’t recognize Kathy and her 
significant contributions and loyalty 
over these 49 years. 

When I visit campus now, I 
see a competitive drive in every 
Saint James team. That’s not a 
coincidence. That’s Chick’s legacy—
that, and the warm smiles, the big 
hugs, the firm handshakes, and the 
silly jokes easily shared by everyone at 
Saint James, that are filled with love 
and devotion.

  Barr (continued from pg. 63)

Mr. Meehan
Mr. Meehan is Saint James.

– Hayden Lyles ‘17

In my five years at Saint James, 
most every conversation with
Mr. Meehan began like this…
“Mr. Lyles, you know that will 
be two demerits!”
 – David C. Lyles ‘86
   (pictured)
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FAVORITE MEMORIES

Mr. Meehan 
I attended Saint James from 1967 to 1970. Mr. Meehan ‘65 arrived in 1969, teaching mathematics and coaching football, if memory serves.  
Mr. Meehan was someone whom most students found readily and easily relatable. He had graduated only four years earlier himself and was "one of us." There were other alumni on the faculty, but they had many more years behind them.

In my senior year, I had a number of good friends who were under formers, including Chris Calhoun '72. The two of us made regular visits to Mr. Meehan's apartment where we engaged in lively trivia contests. We had a great time, and always enjoyed the relaxed feeling it invoked. I can't recall any other students enjoying this luxury, but suspect many discovered Chick's hospitality and spirit of fun in various forms in subsequent years.

Nonetheless, most faculty members eventually were confronted with serving in the capacity of "Authority Figure." One of Mr. Meehan's less pleasant experiences dealt with consequences arising from a prohibition of restroom use after “lights out.” I've attached a related photo, but think it was staged afterwards to provide an appropriate historical accounting. 
I'm also attaching Mr. Meehan's faculty photo and caricature from the 1970 Bai Yuka.

Best regards and wishes to Mr. Meehan and friends! – Stephen C. Allerton '70
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FAVORITE MEMORIES

Ms. Pollock 
Last year was my first year, and I was not 

familiar with anything in the U.S. back then. 

I was fascinated by your Second Form English 

class because I heard it is a pleasant class. And 

it was. I remember the first time you gave 

the chapter one worksheet assignment. I was 

so overwhelmed that I wrote approximately 

four pages. I still remember the first essay we wrote. My 

hands were sweating a lot while I was writing. As time 

went on, my English improved due to your class. We always 

had fun discussions about the book we were currently reading. 

I am extremely grateful for having you as my first English 

teacher in the U.S. and I am beyond thankful for what 

you have taught us. It helped me to develop further as an 

individual and to familiarize myself with American culture. 

I am truly thankful for you and I hope you enjoy your tim
e 

outside of Saint James.

We really hope you can come back and visit!

Thank you for your contributions to Saint James.

 – Nelly Xie ’20 and her family
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FAVORITE MEMORIES

Mr. C ol lin
Mr. C ol lin was one of the most memorable teachers 
during my three years at Saint James School. One 
weekend, he took the time to show me some guitar. 
He taught me how to f inger pick "Blackbird " by 
The Beatles. I didn't go on to be in a band, but I 
was an Independent Music Promoter in Asbury 
Park, NJ. THANK YOU, MR. C OLLIN!
 – Thomas Andrew “Drew” Wajnert ’93
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alumni weekenD 2017
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alumni weekenD 2017

Half Century
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alumni weekenD 2017

Half Century
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alumni weekenD 2017

Art Show

Mr. McDonald with Olivia Riser ’20, winner 
of the Headmaster’s Award. Mr. McDonald 
with Tiger Hao ’17, winner of the People’s 
Choice Award.
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Come See Our New School Store Merchandise

The School Store is always stocked with books, supplies, 

and snacks for students ready to recharge. Then there is the 
colorful array of sweats, t-shirts, hoodies, and more. 

Now, thanks to Trustee Ann Davis, the store also offers 
merchandise for sophisticated shoppers seeking gifts and 
commemorative items. For men, the new offerings include 
Saint James School cuff links, and branded, hand-stitched 
needlepoint belts. These lovely belts, made by Smathers 
and Branson are also available for women and may be 
customized. In addition, a fresh, new array of caps for men 

and women by the same company are also emblazoned with 
the School’s shield. 

In response to requests from a fellow Trustee and other 
community members, Davis has also ordered 14 Karat 
gold charms for bracelets etched with the School patch. 
What better way to carry cherished Saint James School 
memories forever?

In the coming months, expect to see merchandise that 
will commemorate the School’s 175th Anniversary next fall.
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Class notes
1962
Novelist David Hume has 
published two new books: The 
Leech’s Kiss and Doña Ruth’s Bus: Border 
Stories. The publications are 
available on Amazon in print 
and electronic form. You can 
get a free preview by opening the 
“Look Inside” function.
Doña Ruth's Bus: Border Stories:  
https://www.amazon.com/dp/
B06XV7P7YQ
The Leech’s Kiss: https://
www.amazon.com/dp/
B06XVGXLTZ

1971
Thomas Bruggman and his 
son, Twill are heading to CA 
this summer. They plan to 
drive 3,000 miles on a cross-
country adventure.

1984
W. Stewart Hollingshead, II 
is serving a second three-year 
term on the Board of Trustees 
for Delaware Valley Friends 

School. He will serve as head of 
the Endowment Committee.

2007
Cyrus Morgan began 
his new job as Assistant 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
for Clarke County, VA (in 
Berryville) on April 3rd.

2010
Zach Abeles is teaching 
Spanish at Virginia Episcopal 
School in Lynchburg, VA. 
He also coaches soccer, 
basketball, and track and 
field. He is preparing to 
attend Middlebury Academy 
in Vermont to pursue his 
Master’s Degree in Spanish. 

2013
Robert Leighton Younger 
graduated in May from 
Rhodes College with a B.A. in 
Political Science.

Kyle Titus-Glover is a senior 
at Virginia Tech Polytechnic 

majoring in Engineering and 
Material Science. See photo.

Margaret Lisle Bruns 
graduated from Rhodes 
College.

Sung Wha Kang is a senior 
at Rhode Island School of 
Design. She is majoring 
in industrial design, and 
was featured in the news 
recently. She and her student 
teammates designed and 
manufactured a lightweight, 
human-powered device that 
looks like a tricycle built for 
two. This spring, the unit was 
spotted around Providence as 
the students prepared for the 
Human Exploration Rover 
Challenge, held at a NASA 
facility in Huntsville, AL and 
the Caltech Space Challenge. 
You may see this device on 
Mars someday. More:	http://
www.spacechallenge.caltech.
edu/participants/

2015
Sewanee lacrosse player 
Grace Fulton was named to 
the 2017 Southern Athletic 
Association-All Conference. 
In her second season, Fulton 
finished third in groundballs 
(66) and ninth in caused 
turnovers (25). Sewanee 
has won a major conference 
award for four of the past five 
seasons.

2016
Mitchell Wilson and the 
UMBC Retrievers (Division 
1) played in the NCAA 
Tournament after winning 
the America East title for the 
first time. Wilson has had an 
incredible pitching season 
with 11 game appearances, 44 
innings played, and 9 games as 
starting pitcher.

Melinda Kan-Dapaah wrote 
to acknowledge the impact of 
Saint James on her life. She 
recently finished her first 
year at Williams College, and 
received an alumni-sponsored 
grant to intern for eight weeks 
at the Institute of Economic 
Affairs in Ghana. This has 
been a great opportunity 
because she hopes to become 
an Economics and French 
major at Williams. She wrote: 
“Thank you for helping me 
to grow in my faith and to 
develop values at Saint James 
that continue to guide me 
each day. Every day, especially 
during my first year at 
Williams, I was truly grateful 
that Saint James created a 
strong foundation in terms 
of the skills that I needed to 
succeed in my first year.”

Kyle Titus-Glover ’13 (center), pictured with Mr. Meehan ’65 and Mike 
Brooks ’96.
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Class notes

GET IN TOUCH
WITH US

The Office of Development 
and Alumni Relations

wants to hear from you. Send 
your news items to:

Amy Painter
Director of

Communications

Saint James School
17641 College Road

Hagerstown, MD, 21740
or, send an e-mail to:
alpainter@stjames.edu

Saint James’ Oldest Alumnus Passes Away
John “Jack” Oliver Rich ‘33 died on May 30th. Rich was the School’s 
oldest alumnus. His father and brothers also attended Saint James. 

“He was one of the finest men I ever knew. I loved him dearly.  I visited 
him a few months ago for his 101st birthday,” said Cully Stimson ’82.

Mr. Rich’s father and Adrian Onderdonk were roommates at Saint James 
and best friends. Onderdonk married Rich’s aunt. For many years, the 
alum served as Director for Admissions for Rollins College. He also led his 
family in giving the Rich Family Organ to the Chapel. 

"Saint James has lost a great friend," said Father Dunnan.

in memoRium
John Oliver Rich ‘33 died on May 
30, 2017. See sidebar.

The Rev. Carter Birely ’63 died on 
August 1, 2016.

A Letter from Mauria Stein in Honor of Her Brother, 
Mr. Joseph Jeffrey “JJ” Stein, III ’86
August 17th marks the 20th anniversary of my brother JJ's passing. It 
would have also been his 50th birthday as well. I want to thank many of 
you for donations to his foundation over the past 20 years. Through this 
foundation, we help underprivileged children. I plan to host a party in JJ’s 
honor this summer in Rehoboth, DE.
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thank you FoR ContRibuting to 
the 2016-17 annual FunD

Your donations make a difference in the lives of our students and faculty by 

supporting financial aid, faculty salaries, and continuing education. The Annual 

Fund also supports our arts and athletics programs, technology upgrades, and 

a multitude of student enrichment opportunities. Thank you for allowing us to 

continue our commitment to academic excellence and lifelong learning.
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            22nd Annual Saint James Golf Classic

SAVE THE DATE
–FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2017–

Musket Ridge Golf Club, Myersville, Md.
Ranked #6 in Maryland – Golfweek 2016

All proceeds benefit the Saint James School scholarship fund.

Swing  for  Scholarships

SILENT AUCTION  |  RAFFLE  |  PRIZES

WE ARE SEEKING VOLUNTEERS
FOR THIS EVENT. 

To volunteer, please contact the Office of Development and Alumni Relations at

301-733-9330

or email Greg Wilson at

gwilson@stjames.edu

Swing  for  Scholarships
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