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SJS Gets Spooky at Halloween 2017 An Interview with 
Mr. Pohanka ‘76
Getting to Know Saint 

James Board of Trustees

By Rosy Lin

    When asked to define the 
Saint James Board of Trustees, 
Father Dunnan described: “The 
Board of Trustees governs the 
school. They appoint the head-
master, and I answer to them. 
They set the philosophy and all 
major policies of the school and 
approve all major changes and 
decisions. The trustees are all 
former parents, alumni, or both, 
with the exception of the Bish-
op and myself who are ex offi-
cio, and they have distinguished 
themselves by their lives and 
careers outside the school and 
the depth of their devotion and 
commitment to Saint James.  
They are all very generous, 
which is especially impressive 
when you realize that they are 
giving out of a sense of owner-
ship and gratitude.  I have been 
blessed during my time here 
with three very strong chair-

men (Admi-
ral Hollo-
way, Jeremy 
Biggs, and 
Lud Sells), 
and I am 
very excited 
that Geoff 

Pohanka will be leading us.  
This promises to be a very 
exciting time in our history 
– a time of improvement and 
growth for the future.” Despite 
of its crucial significance, none-
theless, the Board of Trustees 
might seem mysterious and un-
familiar to those who are new 
to the Saint James communi-
ty. On Sunday, October 29th, I 
had the honor to interview Mr. 

Continued on S4

What’s Inside

    If there’s one day where you 
can see witches, superheroes, 
cowboys, monsters, aliens, and 
Disney characters all in the 
same room, it’s Halloween. The 
tradition of Halloween started 
as a Celtic festival thousands of 
years ago. This holiday, called 
Samhain, celebrated the end of 
the summer and the beginning 
of the colder, winter months. 
The festival was held on Oc-
tober 31st, and it was believed 
that the dead returned on that 
day. After the Celtic lands were 
conquered by the Roman Em-

By Jackson Pentony

SJS Students
 and Faculty Show 

off Creativity

Continued on S4

Faculty members (left to right) Mr. Pillow, Ms. Proctor, Mr. Haubenreiser, Mr. 
Heebner, Mr. Ponder and Mr. Milbury, dressed in costumes as characters by Will 
Ferrell. (Photo by MRS. PETERSON)

MEET OUR NEW FACULTY 
MEMBERS

Get to know some 
facts about four 
of our new teach-
ers this year: Dr. 
Brauner, Ms. La 
Nasa, Ms. Miller, 
and Dr. Weibel. 
S5

WHAT HAS MR. MEEHAN 
BEEN UP TO?
Read what went down in an in-
terview with Mr. Meehan and 
Mary James. S5

GET TO KNOW OUR NEW 
ATHELETIC TRAINER
Lliam Horrocks’ Q&A session 
with our trainer, Peter Turner. S6

TERRORIST ATTACK IN 
MANHATTAN, NEW YORK
Report of alleged ISIS attack 
on Oct 31st in Manhattan by 
Vince Anani. W2

VARSITY SPORTS FINAL 
STANDINGS
See how the Saints did with 
stats by Zach Crampton. S6

NEW GOODWILL AMBAS-
SADOR OF THE W.H.O.
Roula Hammer covers the 
World Health Organization’s 
controversial decision. W3

ADVICE FROM A ROCK
Check out Peter Gralla’s per-
spective of some interesting 
questions. R8

The iPhone X: Hello to the Future

By Zoe Chang

    On November 5th, 2017, 
Apple released its 10th an-
niversary smartphone -the 
IPhone X, which comes in 
silver or space gray. It cur-
rently costs $999 USD for 
the capacity of 64 GB, and 
$1,149 USD for the capaci-
ty of 256GB. The IPhone X, 
also known as the IPhone 
10, is the most expensive 
smartphone on the market, 
and the iPhones had to be 
restocked several times after 
being sold out. According to 
the Business Insider, “First-
day preorders for the iPhone 

X sell out in minutes, Ap-
ple says demand is ‘off the 
charts’”. Apple made a bold 
move by removing the home 
button, and producing the 
company’s first smartphone 
to feature a full-screen dis-
play. The IPhone X is an 
Apple fan’s dream. The 5.8-
inch Super Retina screen al-
lures to all eyes with vibrant 
colors, which complements 
the elegantly rounded cor-
ners. Have you ever seen fa-
cial recognition technology 
in science fiction movies? 
It is now a reality! Accord-
ing to Apple, the new True 

Depth camera “projects and 
analyzes more than 30,000 
invisible dots to create a pre-
cise depth map of your face”. 
You can now use your face 
ID to unlock your phone, use 
Apple Pay, and other apps. 
The system also adapts to 
physical changes over time. 
With only a simple glance, 
you can truly personalize 
your device and use IPhone 
X at ease! The blurry pic-
tures produced by old IPhone 
frontal cameras, which we 
have all complained about 
is long gone! The new True 
Depth camera on the IPhone 
X not only captures flawless 
resolutions on selfies, but 
also portrait mode with stu-
dio-quality lighting effects. 
You can also make an “Ani-
moji”, which is a video of an 
emoji imitating your facial 
expressions and your voice. 
Along with the frontal cam-
era, the IPhone X’s rear W2  

(Photo by APPLE-IPHONE)

   Japan practically has no oil, 
natural gas or coal to pow-
er their power plants. Japan 
is the world’s third largest 
importer of coal and oil, and 
the first in natural gas. Back 
in 2014 Japan had imported 
90% of their energy. Japan’s 
50 plus nuclear reactors were 
once considered a great idea, 
but now most of them remain 
dormant following the events 
of the Fukushima Daiichi 
power plant meltdown back 
in 2011. Japanese scientist 
might have discovered a new 
source of renewable energy. 
With this new energy tech-
nology might put Japan as the 
lead in country in renewable 
energy research. Japan has an 
abundance of a certain needed 
resource which can be found 
within the nearby oceans. 
This new source of ener- W3 

New Energy 
Source for Japan

By Porter Spellmeyer
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camera has come a long way. 
The new rear camera has a larg-
er and faster MP sensor, an im-
proved color filter, deeper pix-
els, and a new telephoto camera 
with OIS. Ever complain about 
blurry photos with bad light-
ing? The dual OIS camera of-
fers “optical image stabilization, 
and fast lenses for outstanding 
photos and videos even in low 
light”, according to Apple. The 
new rear camera is probably 
the most praised feature of the 
IPhone X. The IPhone X’s bat-
tery also lasts longer than the 
IPhone 7, and the IPhone much 
faster than ever, with the A11 
Bionic chip, which is, according 
to Apple, “capable of up to 600 
billion operations per second.” 
You can also charge your phone 
wirelessly on personal charging 
stations. In addition, the new 
Airpower mat, which will be 
available in 2018, can charge 
multiple devices. Perhaps one of 
the most exciting features of the 
IPhone X is augmented reality, 
which can be experienced with-
in apps, games, or even movies! 
The possibilities are endless! So 
what are you waiting for? Go on 
Apple’s website and order an IP-
hone X now! (Disclaimer: you 
might have to wait for a month)

    On Tuesday October 31st an 
alleged Isis member and sup-
porter drove a rented Home 
Depot pick-up truck into a 
children’s school bus as he 
sped down a bicycle path in 
lower Manhattan. This horri-
fying terror attack left the city 
of New York shook as they 
dealt with the death of eight 
pedestrians, and the almost 
fatal injuries of at least eleven 
others. This terrible incident is 
reportedly the deadliest terror 
attack experienced by the city 
since 9/11; this is a scary and 
unsettling fact that shows the 
vulnerability of average civil-
ians in public areas at any giv-

Alleged ISIS Terror Attack in Manhattan
en moment. The suspect who 
was shot, hospitalized, and 
apprehended was identified as 
Sayfullo Saipov by two law 
enforcement sources. Saipov 
was an Uzbekistan citizen 
who immigrated to the United 
States, and lived in New Jersey 
with his wife. He is suspected 
to be affiliated with a jihadism 
movement, an Islamic militant 
movement in Uzbekistan that 
is affiliated with Isis, but his 
wife Nozima Odilova denied 
these claims. It is speculated 
by investigators that Saipov 
was successfully able to do 
reconnaissance around the 
area before driving the rental 
truck through it, and though 
this has not yet been con-

firmed there are many key eye 
witness accounts of events as 
they happened. First witness-
es reported saying they saw a 
white pick-up within the bicy-
cle path, a man named Eugene 
Duffy had a clear look at the 
truck and had this to say: “I 
look down and I see a white 
pickup truck a couple of more 
blocks down in the bike path,” 
he said. “Automatically, I 
know something’s wrong.” 
After the rental truck had been 
crashed and the damage was 
done; the suspect was seen 
staggering outside of the vehi-
cle what appeared to be an im-
itation firearm in the form of 
a paintball gun. It was at that 
point Saipov was shot by an 

officer in the abdomen.
    There have been many re-
sponses to this terror attack 
from very powerful and in-
fluential people who share in 
mourning for those killed in the 
chaos of this attack. One quite 
prominent person to speak up 
was the President Donald J. 
Trump. He said in a tweet late 
Tuesday, “My thoughts, con-
dolences and prayers to the 
victims and families of the 
New York City terrorist attack. 
God and your country are with 
you!” The Mayor of New York 
stated in the face of terrorism, 
“This was an act of terror, and 
a particularly cowardly act of 
terror,” New York Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said, “aimed at inno-
cent civilians, aimed at people 
going about their lives who had 
no idea what was about to hit 
them.” The Governor of New 
York responded by having one 
world trade center be lit red, 
white, and blue to honor free-
dom in the face of fear. These 
actions and statements resonate 
deep for the city of New York, 
because if anything the city is 
stronger and more united than 
ever due to this. The spirit of 
the city was not broken but 
strengthened. On Sunday No-
vember 5th the world’s larg-
est marathon was held in New 
York city in spite of the recent 
events. More than 51,000 run-
ners were present and all of 

them were in safe hands of 
the NYPD. The security de-
tail included hundreds of extra 
uniformed patrol and plain-
clothes officers, roving teams 
of counterterrorism comman-
dos armed with heavy weap-
ons, bomb-sniffing dogs and 
rooftop snipers, as promised 
by the Mayor of New York Bill 
de Blasio. This race not only 
showed the faith that can be 
put into the reliability of law 
enforcement in times of need, 
but it also showed how fast the 
strong-willed city of New York 
carried on.
    New York may have carried 
on strong but it will be hard to 
move on from the deaths of 
eight innocent people. Those 
murdered were all mostly not of 
U.S origin but their deaths still 
hurt the nation just a much. The 
victims include that of 23-year-
old Nicholas Cleves a software 
developer starting his first 
job out of school, 32-year-old 
Darren Drake a project man-
ager for Moody’s Analytics, 
31-year-old Ann-Laure Decadt 
a Belgian mother of two, and 
five Argentinians, friends who 
were celebrating their 30th an-
niversary of graduating from 
the Polytechnic school. Their 
names were Hernán Mendo-
za, Diego Angelini, Alejan-
dro Pagnucco, Ariel Erlij and 
Hernán Ferruchi. They will 
forever be missed.

(Photo by THE DAILEY AND SUNDAY EXPRESS)

By Vince Anani

The iPhone X: 
Hello to the Future

Continued From Page 1

  FAKE NEWS
By Jack Walker

    Fake news by contemporary 
standards is the political use of 
media in ways disparaging to a 
person or organized body, pri-
marily aiming to generate web 
traffic and revenue—or, in-
creasingly, to promote political 
agendas by exploiting public 
discontent. The term became 
popularized in such a sense 
during the Trump campaign 
and later presidency, with a 
focal point of the president’s 
politics being the combatting 
of false news sources that had 
alleged negative effects on his 
office. Despite their typically 
unrelated intentions, these an-
gled publications have dras-
tically negative effects on the 
public opinion of media and 
journalism, with several other 
consequences that wreak havoc 
on the American public.
    Alongside this 21st century 
upsurge in fake news has been 
the rise of gun violence. With 
fake news leading to tempes-
tuous emotions, then leading 
to mass shootings, looping 
back with more fake news to 
misinform and cloud public re-
sponse, Americans are forced 
to consider the correlation be-

dit” following the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
Shooting in 2012 and more 
recent 2017 Las Vegas 
Shooting. The relationship 
between gun violence and 
fake news is uncanny and 
undeniable—in an age of 
unreliable information, 
modern citizens struggle to 
discern fact from fiction, 
leading to hot tensions be-
tween people of different 
backgrounds, and creating 
irrational oversentimentali-
ty and terrorism.
    The ties between gun vi-
olence and fake news are 
clear, and both seem to in-
spire the other to ingrain 
further and further in Amer-
ican society. With societal 
trends of strong emotions 
stemming from minimal 
information at the hands of 
technology like social me-
dia, these two concepts do 
not mix well, posing a po-
tentially dangerous reality 
for the American public. Our 
jobs as citizens is to combat 
gun violence and fake news 
in order to restore national 
tranquility and public safe-
ty—the question just seems 
to be how. There is no clear-
cut answer to this Ameri-
can crisis; however, if not 
addressed and solved soon, 
the consequences could be 
amplified—and they might 
just end up affecting you.

tween deceptive media and un-
yielding gun violence in recent 
years. Fake news manipulates 
emotions and creates an inef-
fective flow of information, 
directly propelling the United 

was part of a child trafficking 
ring. Toting a rifle, handgun, 
shotgun and folding knife, 
Welch fired three rounds of am-
munition before being arrested 
by local police. In the follow-
ing June, he was sentenced 
to four years in prison. While 
there is a case to be made that 
Welch’s actions were driven 
by his own mental instability, 

what caused him to act so egre-
giously, threatening the lives of 
tens of people, was the article 
he read online, which riled up 
his emotions and made him 
eager to prove his own hero-
ism. Its misinformation com-
promised the lives of sever-
al people, incited terror, and 
did severe damages to a local 
business. This event was not 
alone—gun violence has a 
history of ties with fake news. 
Politico Magazine reported 
several instances of fake news 
being spread online through 
“the likes of  4Chan and Red-

(Photo by JV JAVIER CNN PHILIPPINES)

And its Role in Gun Violence

States into its modern era of 
gun violence.
    The Newseum in Washing-
ton D.C. displays an exhibit on 
fake news in the modern era, 
with one of its quintessential 
sections telling the story of a  
man driven to extremism, al-
legedly due to fake news. On 
December 4 2016, 28-year-old 
North Carolinian Edgar M. 
Welch made the six plus hour 
drive to a pizzeria in Wash-
ington, D.C., after reading an 
article (that was proved false 
by D.C.’s police department) 
claiming that the restaurant 
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gy is a“burnable ice”, which 
is made up of frozen water 
and natural methane. There 
are 2,800 trillion cubic me-
ters of this methane-bear-
ing gas hydrates worldwide. 
This resource can be found 
in high pressure locations 
and low-pressure areas alike, 
some examples are artic per-
mafrost and under deep ocean 
floors. This is said to be the 
world’s last great surplus of a 
carbon-based energy source. 
This source is also said to 
contain more energy than all 
other forms of fossil fuels 
combined. Despite Japan’s 
efforts in researching ways 
to extract this resource they 
sank 15 years into this project 
and $1 billion. Even with that 
much effort nobody is close to 

extracting this resource com-
mercially. There are 2 reasons 
as to why Japan is so commit-
ted to this project. The first 
reason being Japan is trying to 
decrease the carbon emissions 
from burning fossil fuels. The 
second reason why is that Ja-
pan wants to secure their ener-
gy resources. If Japan exploits 
local resources their energy 
resources become more se-
cure. This so called “burnable 
ice” contain massive amounts 
of methane inside of them. It’s 
estimated that one cubic meter 
can hold up to 164 cubic me-
ters of methane gas. Holding 
a flame up to the crystals will 
cause them to burn rather than 
melt because of the gas. The 
first crucial step is finding the 
resource and Japan happens 
to have a surplus of it. Back 
in 2013 the MH21 (Research 
Consortium for Methane Hy-
drate Resources) set sail on 
a drilling expedition, which 
would be the first attempt at 
this. In order to extract the 
methane, they need to melt the 
crystals to separate the water 
from the methane. They have 
to options to do this, one being 
raise the water temperature 
which would be far to energy 
consuming, or de-pressurize 
the water, and more effective. 
Engineers drilled into the sea-
bed and used a pump to suck 
water out of the sediments, 
which drops the pressure. 
Their project was short lived 
when sand got into the pipe, 
but they’ve made a recent sec-
ond attempt at the drilling.

New Energy 
Source for Japan

Continued From Page 1

(Photo by M. THIESSEN)

They Yell “Coup!” in Venezuela
By Francine Diaz

   If you were to travel the 2,396 
miles it takes to get to Venezu-
ela you would walk straight 
into anti-government turmoil, 
violence leading to casualties, 
extreme poverty and two op-
posing sides of a nation-divid-
ing dilemma. Many of us are 
oblivious to the reoccurring 
nightmares Venezuela are fac-
ing and are only aware of the 
economic ramifications that 
have intensified through the 
years. Let’s take a look at how 
this all began.
    As of now Venezuela in no 
longer united, but broken by 
idealisms. The”Chavistas” is 
the name dubbed to the blind 
followers of deceased Pres-
ident Hugo Chavez and the 
resistance who are eagerly an-
ticipating for the end of his 18 
years in power as a Socialist 
Party(PSUV).
    In 2013, One of Venezuela’s 
most controversial Presidents, 
Hugo Chavez passed away. The 
citizens of Venezuela all had 
mixed reactions- some foresee-
ing the end or new beginning of 
Venezuela. The opposition saw 
a glimpse of hope at the end 
of this dark dictatorship were 
only met with disappointment. 

opposition saw a glimpse of 
hope at the end of this dark 
dictatorship were only met 
with disappointment. Not long 
after Nicolas Maduro took over 
as a member of the PSUV and 
made a promise to pick up 
where Chavez left off.
    You may be wondering what 
the PSUV supporters seem to 
put Chaves’s corrupt beliefs 
on a golden pedestal, after all 
he is a defamed man. The se-
cret lies in the facts they spoon 
feed their supporters. Maduro 
and Chavez are both credited 
for using prior oil riches to re-
duce inequality and freed many 
from the ‘holds’ of poverty. On 
the other side, the adversaries 
claim that the once stable and 
democratic Venezuela has been 
broken down and has hit a point 
of no return concerning their 
fragile economy. The Chavist 
as then again pull an innocent 
card and claim, “being elitist 
and of exploiting poor Vene-
zuelans to increase their own 
riches is wrong”.
   As stated previously The 
Venezuelan Crisis has been 
dragged out since Chavez’s 
times, they have undergone 
three attempted military coups 
since 1992. Why is it now that 
this old fire has been sparked 
up once again? On March 29 

2017, The Supreme Court took 
the “final blow to democracy 
in the country” as Luis Alma-
gro secretary general puts it. 
This new order successfully 
managed to dissolve the elect-
ed legislature that was once 
flooded with the president’s 
opposition. This act angered 
the anti-PSUV, since now he 
could allow it to write laws 
itself. The oppositions want 
such as the release of political 
prisoners, humanitarian chan-
nel, general elections in 2017 
and removing the justices that 
voted for 29 of March issue 
could not be given by Madu-
ro. Instead Maduro promises a 
constituent assembly. This pro-
posal for a draw up of a new 
constitution has been seen right 
through and is seen as nothing 
more than ‘maximize his pow-
er and cling on to it for longer’. 
“Represión, Elecciones Fres-

cas, No Dictadura, reject dic-
tatorship and rescue democ-
racy” are only a few chants 
being yelled and disputed on 
local Venezuelan streets.
    Now the divided nation con-
tinues to point fingers at each 
other accusing each other of 
fraught relation meanwhile 
their society is slowly dying 
off. As of now, Venezuela 
holds the world’s highest in-
flation rate and it is forecasted 
as only growing more. This 
has led to Venezuelan people 
not living, but surviving with 
constant shortages of food, 
medicine and basic necessi-
ties.
    Please visit https://www.
generosity.com/fundraising/
alimenta-venezuela to help 
The Venezuelan kids that are 
starving due to socio-econom-
ic hardships.

   (Photo by USATODAY)

Robert Mugabe Under Critique and Disapproval

    94 year old Robert Mugabe 
leads an extraordinary life. Ex-
traordinary in the sense that he 
has been a freedom activist, a 
revolutionary, and a fighter. 
However, Robert Mugabe’s 
life is also extraordinary for he 
has been the president of Zim-
babwe since its independence 
in 1980, and has recently, in 
late October, been appointed 
the goodwill ambassador of 
the World Health Organization, 
and is now considered embar-
rassing model to Zimbabwe 
and the W.H.O. The W.H.O. 
is a UN organization formed 
in 1948 to improve the lives 
of people worldwide. With-
in 150 countries, this organi-
zation coordinates with the 
governments to improve their 
health systems, combat diseas-
es, support corporate services, 
and contribute to countries’ 
preparedness, surveillance, 
and response to epidemics and 
provision paucities. In October 
2017, Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, 
the W.H.O. Director-Gener-
al, thought to appoint Mugabe 
as the goodwill ambassador. 
Mugabe’s work in the pro-in-
dependence National Demo-
cratic Party (which would be-
come the Zimbabwe African 
People Union), teaching En-
glish to fellow inmates, taking 

the initiative, while in exile, 
to gain military training and 
supplies from Asia and East-
ern Europe, then using those 
supplies to lead the Zimbabwe 
African National Union move-
ment in 1979 and to freedom 
in 1980, many consider Mug-
abe an iconic freedom fight-
er. Mugabe placed himself as 
the president of the new state 
and, for 15 years, maintained 
tranquility within Zimbabwe. 
However, by the early 2000’s, 
Mugabe morphed into a dicta-
tor: passing laws to seize land, 
sending Zimbabwean troops 
to seize and collect diamonds 
and stones from Congo, and 
creating a new constitution 
to expand his power. Under 
Mugabe, the annual inflation 
of Zimbabwe more than dou-
bled, the national treasury went 
bankrupt, the health-care sys-
tem all but self-destructed, the 
life expectancy has dropped 
fifteen years, and more than 
40% is unemployed. Last year, 
Mugabe announced, “This is 
my territory and that which is 
mine I cling [to] unto death”, 
outlining his tenacity to rule 
Zimbabwe to his pleasing. 
While his tyrannical rule con-
tinued forth, Mugabe took as-
tounding and farcical strides to 
‘fix’ his country. Perhaps the 
most atrocious accusation was 
that Mugabe blamed the white 
population of Zimbabwe for 

ruining ‘his’ economy. Mugabe 
passed a set of laws that seized 
white-owned land and busi-
ness, closing down large por-
tions of the country’s income. 
The question should now be 
prosed: how could a man who 
fought so passionately for free-
dom discriminate against half 
of his population, crush the vi-
tality, and still be nominated as 
a goodwill ambassador? Mug-
abe’s abuse of power caused a 
colossal public response when 
he was nominated as ambas-
sador, and rightfully so! Ex-
ecutive director of the United 
Nations Watch commented that 
“The government of Robert 
Mugabe has brutalized human 
rights activists, crushed de-
mocracy dissidents and turned 
the breadbasket of Africa — 
and its health system — into a 
basket case”. 
It is easy, in these years of rap-
id news coverage, to forget, 
or overlook, a person’s past. 
While Robert Mugabe led a 
life with true spirit of freedom, 
he has morphed into a corrupt 
man who abuses authority. In 
the age of modern news, one 
statement or action can be bur-
ied under another and even for-
gotten. However, when looked 
upon in retrospect, those ac-
tions and words can and should 
be used to determine whether 
that person is truly worthy of 
power. For Robert Mugabe, 

a man who puts his thirst for 
control over the protection of 
his country, being an ambas-
sador that emphasizes world 
health and tranquility is not fit-
ting. However, Mugabe is not 
the only selfish leader in the 
world. North Korean president 
Kim Jong-un, New Guinean 
president Teodoro Mbasogo, 
and Russian president Vlad-
imir Putin have all been ac-
cused of corruption—men who 
should not be leaders. While 
governmental corruption is, 
unfortunately, common, a new 
trend of discriminating against 
minority populations is rising, 
destroying unity and national-
ity. The president of the Unit-
ed States of America is a fair 
example. Unfortunately, un-
der new presidential control, 
many minorities, who are just 
as ‘American’ as the majori-
ties, have been discriminated 
against without interference 
from the president, exempli-
fying a country that is divided. 
While it is easy to turn a blind 
eye to the certain actions, or 
words of a leader, all variables 
must be taken into account. 
For Robert Mugabe, a former 
freedom fighter, and now a de-
mocracy strangler, the question 
should be deeply considered 
as to why this man deserves to 
portray a world organization 
that is set upon the basis of 
support, safety, and protection.  
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An Interview with Mr. Pohanka 
Continued From Page 1

Geoffery P. Pohanka ’76, the 
current President and Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees, 
asking him about the Board 
and his involvement with Saint 
James over the years. 

LIN. Please introduce the 
Board of Trustees, what is the 
duty of the Board?
POHANKA. The Board of 
Trustees is very importance to 
the governance of the school. 
Basically, we meet three times 
a year, and Father Dunnan and 
the staff report to us on how the 
school is doing financially, the 
number of students and issues 
they have. A lot of it is similar 
to how a corporation is setup; 
they have a board of directors 
that creates accountability 
though the organization.

LIN. I have heard that re-
cently you have become the 
chairman of the Board, con-
gratulations. Do you enjoy the 
responsibilities as a chairman?
POHANKA. Well, I am go-
ing to learn my responsibilities. 
I have been on the Board for a 
number of years, and I think I 
feel really good about continu-
ing my connection with Saint 
James, you know, from a grad-
uate of Saint James to my sons 
went to school here. So yes, I 
think it is a big undertaking to 
be the chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, but I really look 

forward to working very close-
ly with Father Dunnan, and to 
help him in any way I can as a 
friend in any issue we have in 
how to continue strengthening 
the school.

LIN. How and when did you 
become a trustee? What were 
you thinking when you first 
join the Board?
POHANKA. Bob Lee, Rob-
ert Lee the 4th, who was a 
trustee and his son also went to 
Saint James, asked me to join 
the Board, and my father, after 
I graduated from Saint James, 
was on the Board. They had no 
endowment, really, my father 
sent Don Wooderfoo, one of 
my teachers for news and de-
velopment, to teach them how 
to raise money for the school. 
So it’s a natural extension to 
be asked, at first I said that I’m 
not raved and I don’t have time 
now, but eventually I did join 
the Board. I saw Mr. Lee the 
other day and shock his hand 
about ten times, and I said: 
“Mr. Lee, the reason I am here 
is because of you, you are the 
puppet master”, and he got a 
kick out of that.

LIN. What are some high-
lights of your time working 
with Saint James?
POHANKA. I think what’s 
really good about Saint James 
is that this school has changed 
a lot; certainly when I attended 
the school, it didn’t have near-

ly the facilities and the general 
education. So I think it’s neat 
to see the school evolves, and 
the key is that the school is a 
little bit bigger, not much, with 
better facilities, but the val-
ues and the traditions will be 
continued. What’s really good 
about Father Dunnan is that he 
is a mixture of a traditionalist 
and someone who has a mod-
ern perspective. Not many peo-
ple can do both of those things.

LIN. Last question, what is 
the difference between Father 
Dunnan and Father Owens?
POHANKA. Well, I think 
Father Owens was really a rock 
for the school. To me, he was 
kind of a quiet man, he led by 
example and by his presence. 
I think there are a lot of simi-
larities, Father Dunnan is also 
a rock of the school, and he’s 
maybe a younger version of 
Father Owens. Father Dunnan 
also has a good presence, but 
he talks a little bit more, and 
I think that’s a good thing. By 
working with Father Dunnan, 
I, in a way, can honor both him 
and Father Owens in continu-
ing Father Owens’ legacy in 
helping Saint James any way I 
can. So, yes, I help Saint James, 
but funding Saint James also 
helps me. The connection is a 
good thing to continue, it’s like 
a mutual thing. It’s rewarded 
me to see the students thriving, 
and it’s always fun to be back 
on campus, I think it keeps you 
young to go back to the school 
you went to.

    Every year Saint James 
hosts a family weekend. 
During this event, parents 
and other family members 
who sent their children to 
Saint James come and see 
what the classes and teach-
ers are like, the basic rules 
and expectations of Saint 
James, and the opportunities 
the average Saint James stu-
dent has.
    When a parent comes 
during family weekend, 

they go to their child’s/chil-
dren’s classes and see who 
their teachers are, and what 
they do in each class. The 
parents are given a sched-
ule of which classes to go to 
throughout the day, and are 
given ten minute lectures by 
the teachers. Some teachers 
also may talk to the parents 
individually to tell them how 
their child is doing in their 
class, either on what they 
can work on, or how great 
they are doing. 
    Parents also learn about 
the Saint James honor code, 
and other important rules 
that the students follow. Be-

fore the family goes to the 
classrooms, they go to the 
chapel, where Father Dun-
nan, Father Keyes, and oth-
er teachers tell the parents 
about the Honor Code, and 
what it means. When Parents 
come to family weekend, 
they learn about what their 
child participates in; such 
as maybe being in the choir, 
or being an acolyte, being 
in the fall play, or planning 
on being in the winter play 
or spring musical. They also 
learn about what sports Saint 
James offers, and what clubs 

they have. Overall, 
the parents learn 
about all the oppor-
tunities that their 
child is given here 
at Saint James.
    This weekend 
informs parents 
about the purpose 
of Saint James. 

They learn about 
how much the teachers are 
challenging their students, 
but at the same time, how 
much they are willing to 
help them. They see all of 
the opportunities that stu-
dents are given. However, 
the parents most importantly 
learn how much Saint James 
can change their child for 
the better. They realize how 
powerful of an influence the 
teachers can be, and how 
students are given advisors 
to help them go through the 
challenging, but worthwhile 
years at this school. This 
weekend was full of lots of 
information, but lots of fun! 

Saint James 
Family Weekend

By Alex Romine

(Photo by SHIRLEY MAO)      

SJS Gets Spooky: Halloween 
Continued From Page 1

pire, Samhain combined 
with the Roman festival of 
the harvest. Many years lat-
er, after the Roman Empire 
had turned to Catholicism, 
the pope declared All Saints 
Day, on November 1st, to be 
a Christian holiday.
    As Christianity spread into 
former Celtic lands (now 
areas of France, Great Brit-
ain, Ireland), it blended with 
Celtic traditions and customs. 
The Church, in an attempt 
to make a “Christianized” 
version of Samhain, created 
All Souls’ Day on Novem-
ber 2. The day before All 
Saints Day gradually became 
known as All Hallows’ Eve, 
and the customs associated 
with Samhain became cele-
brated then. People dressed 
as devils, angels, saints, and 
demons, and told stories and 
tried to tell each others’ fu-

tures. As America was colo-
nized, the customs associat-
ed with All Hallows’ Eve, or 
Halloween, traveled as well. 
By 1920, Halloween was a 
jul-fledged holiday, though it 
had lost some of its religious 
and spiritual overtones.                       
    Halloween at St. James is 
hardly a meager affair. We 
had a good deal of students 
go all-out to make Halloween 
spectacular. Between Noir 
Spider-Man, Pac-Man, the 
Zawies and Beatrice, Shai 
LaBeouf, and a giant walking 
teddy bear, St. James looked 
bright with color. The Hal-
loween festivities didn’t end 
there, though. On the week-
end before Halloween, Mat-
tingly Hall hosted a haunted 
house that was terrifying, 
according to reports. Pump-
kins were exploded, and our 
guest speaker in chapel, Sid 
Huguenin, class of 2001, told 
a spooky ghost story perfect 
for the Halloween mood. The 

winners of the costume con-
test were almost all group 
costumes that included the 
numerous Will Ferrells, Pen-
nywise and Georgie from It, 
the Amendments group, and 
the Back to the Future group. 
Joe and Lucas George won 
the Legacy award as the Man 
in the Yellow Hat and Curi-
ous George, respectively, and 
Sung-Bum won the Legacy 
award as a video game con-
sole. The Halloween mood 
was certainly reflected at St. 
James, with even the teachers 
getting in on the fun. It was 
definitely an enjoyable day, 
for everyone involved.

Students, (from left to right order) Alli, Vincent, Carl, Lau-
ren, Brendan, Lliam, and Caroline, dressed as characters 
from Peanuts. (Photo by ALLI JACOBSON)

The Zawies and their dog, 
Beatrice. (Photo by MS. DU-
DASH)

Chemoween on Saturday, October 28th with Dr. Weibel, 
Dr. Brauner, and Ms. Holmes. (Photo by ANDREW SHEN)
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Dr. Brauner is the inquisitive Science 
Chair with roots in New Orleans, 
which is where he spent his child-
hood. Working in a bike shop was how 
he spent his time growing up, but his 
natural curiosity eventually led him 
to pursue science as a career. Driven 
by the resilience taught to him by Ka-
trina’s destruction of his home town, 
he completed his PhD after Katrina 
interrupted his studies. His experience 
in overcoming tragedy has taught his 
two important things: not to give up, 
and the willingness to change for suc-
cess. Currently he indulges himself in 
our community and the challenges that 
comes with it. Among his interests in 
the future, he plans on having a off-
the-grid cabin being built on 16 acres 
of land he inherited in New York.

Ms. La Nasa is the new theater director 
at Saint James. She is a graduate from 
Sewanee and majored in History with a 
double minor in theater and Shakespeare. 
Ms. La Nasa grew up in Pennsylvania, 
and then moved to New Jersey. She be-
came a teacher because she realized that 
she wanted to use theater as a resource 
to connect with students and help them 
discover passions through the perform-
ing arts. Her favorite part of teaching so 
far is the chance to see how creative her 
students are when performing and learn-
ing about performing. When not teach-
ing, Ms. La Nasa enjoys watching the-
ater, reading plays, and participating in 
anything outdoors. She is exciting to be 
apart of more Saint James activities, and 
to show the community the great talents 
her students have on stage!

Ms. Miller is a new English teacher at 
Saint James. She attended Lafayette 
College, which is located in Easton 
Pennsylvania, and she majored in 
English and history. She wanted to 
become a teacher because all of the 
teachers she had as a  student always 
seemed really happy, and she wanted 
a job that would make her feel happy 
also. Ms. Miller loves reading, as well 
as talking about ideas, which helped 
her to realize that teaching would be 
a good job for her. Her favorite part 
of teaching is getting to hear the new 
ideas and concepts that her students 
come up with when reading and 
writing. When she is not teaching, 
Ms. Miller loves working out, being 
outside, and spending time with her 
friends.

Dr. Weibel is our new physics, , lin-
ear algerbra, and chemistry teach-
er, and some may know him by his 
challenging classes, but many know 
him for his immediate impression of 
knowledge. This is derived from his 
curiosity for natural processes, which 
is what drove him to pursue science. 
He grew up in various states, but ul-
timately settled in Pennsylvania. The 
rural feel of the state grew on him, 
and he was led to loving the natural 
views and the quietness of it. Hav-
ing taught college classes he is no 
stranger to the busy schedule Saint 
James offers, and he enjoys interact-
ing with the students that accompany 
it. Among the student body is one of 
his two children, Dylan Weibel.

New Faculty Members Join Saint James Family
By Yousef Ali and Mary James

To Be or Not to Be? Winter Shakespeare
By Francine Diaz

    I’m sure that if you have ever 
stepped foot into the fine arts 
building, you have met Ms. La 
Nasa. This year, Ms. La Nasa (the 
new SJS theatre director) took it 
upon herself to bring back one of 
her favorite aspects of high school, 
Shakespearean plays. I got the 
pleasure of interviewing Ms. La 
Nasa and took a sneak peek into 
an upcoming play ...

DIAZ. Why Winter Shakespeare?
LA NASA. To offer students the 
chance to experience acting with 
a focus on training and not just a 
production.

DIAZ. What has been your expe-
rience with Winter Shakespeare 
when you attended high school?
LA NASA. I was an ensemble 
member of McCarter Theater’s 
“Summer Shakespeare” program 
for three summers. This program 
was an acting intensive for high 
school students designed to of-
fer focused actor training to high 
school students, while producing a 
Shakespeare play in repertory. The 
experience radically changed my 
relationship with theater because I 
learned the skills it takes to build 
a character and communicate on 
stage. It also perked my interest 
in education after seeing myself 
and the rest of the cast change 

and the rest of the cast change 
so much through rehearsing to 
perfection, asking questions about 
ourselves, and exploring complex 
characters.

DIAZ. Why do you believe that 
being a participant within this play 
should be considered a fine arts 
credit?
LA NASA. Physical awareness and 
movement go hand in hand with 
playing Shakespeare, and acting in 
general. Have you ever had to tap 
out the beat of a sonnet? Or mem-
orize the rhythm of a poem? That 
beat is there because it matches 
the way the body moves! We are 
going to have fun exploring verse 
through movement exercises that 
involve a lot of physical exertion 
and breath control. In the same 
way you need to be present with 
your whole body in a wrestling 
match, or lacrosse game, you need 
to be keenly aware of how and 
when to move your body onstage.

DIAZ. What will the SJS students 
gain from this experience?
LA NASA. The incomparable expe-
rience of bonding with your peers 
through telling a story on stage, 
getting to know their voices and 
reevaluating their perspectives, 
training in stage combat, speaking 
verse, and reading text outside of 
the idea of just literature, learning 
to fully inhabit a character, and a 

ton of fun (they call it a play for a 
reason, right?!?!)

DIAZ. What Shakespeare play do 
you have in mind?
LA NASA. Romeo and Juliet! Per-
formance is February 23rd don’t 
miss it!

DIAZ. What is the commitment and 
or scheduling for this production?
LA NASA. Rehearsal will meet 
during afternoon athletics.

Are you guys ready for Romeo and 
Juliet? I hope you will take advan-
tage of this new opportunity!

Catching up with SJS 
Legend, Mr. Meehan 

By Mary James

    Everyone who really knows about Saint James 
knows about Mr. Meehan. He has taught many 
students at Saint James, and has left his mark on 
the school. I had the pleasure of interviewing 
Mr. Meehan on November 2nd, and was able to 
ask him some questions about retirement so far. 
I really enjoyed talking with Mr. Meehan, and I 
am excited to share what he said.

JAMES. What have you enjoyed the most about 
retirement so far?
MEEHAN. I think what I have enjoyed most is 
that I’ve just been able to do what I want to do, 
when I want to do it, how I want to do it.

JAMES. What is it like to not be at Saint James 
everyday?
MEEHAN. It is a little strange, but every time 
I drive by the old house its funny. But, its been 
really nice. I’ve really enjoyed being retired so 
far. We’ll see when it gets into the winter time 
because I was pretty busy in the summer time, 
going to Suns games and doing a lot of stuff. 
When it slows down, I’ll be curious to see what 
it is like So far, I’ve really enjoyed it.

JAMES. What do you miss the most about Saint 
James?
MEEHAN. The kids.

JAMES. Do you have any new jokes for us?
MEEHAN.  (laughs) I’m sorry. I do not have 
one new joke for you. I’ll probably get one 
sometime. I just haven’t heard any good ones, 
and the one good one I heard I sent. I apologize. 
But, I will send the joke the next time I get one.

(Photos by JEE YOON KIM)

(Photo by MADAMEMOOSE)



S6 SAINT JAMES SCHOOL· HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND

SPORTS

    The Girls Varsity Soccer team, 
improved immensely with the 
join of several new players this 
year.
    Energetic and positive atti-
tudes within the team helped 
the GVS to be a small family. 
Standing far from the soccer 
field during their games, you 
can still clearly hear the com-
munication between players on 
the field as well as the cheers 
from the players on the bench. 
You can always feel the energy 
within their team.
    Under Coach Douglass, who 
has been coaching girls’ soc-
cer for more than six years, 
the team earned an outstanding 
season record: 8:6:1. From the 
leadership of team captains, 
Lily Noel, Tessa Douglass, and 
Brooke Adams, the soccer skills 
of girls on the team have grown 
tremendously over the season. 
Especially Zoe Schlotterbeck, 
who started off as a new mem-
ber of the team, after practicing 
for three months, has grown 
greatly and always stays ready 
to play.
    Ali Jacobson, one of the most 

Alive and 
Kickin’: Girls 

Varsity Soccer 
Season Review

By Kevin Jin

    skillful players on the team, 
was troubled by a stress fracture 
at the beginning of the season, 
but was still able to demonstrate 
her soccer skills. After she re-
turned, she helped lead the 
offense by scoring goals. She 
quickly became one of the most 
efficient and important offen-
sive players on the team.
    Lily Noel, an experienced 
and skillful player, demonstrat-
ed her footwork and her ability 
to score in games throughout 
the season. Her never-ending 
energy and her aggressiveness 
towards the ball led the team to 
win victory after victory. Lily’s 
passing and shooting skills gave 
the GVS an enormous advan-
tage over other teams.
    Skylar Treadwell, the goalie 
of the team, demonstrated her 
effort and her determination  
during every game. Over the 

season, Skylar had over a hun-
dred saves, and averaged 12 
saves per game.
    Abby Barnes, one of the best 
defenders on the team, always 
put her best effort and energy 
into the games. Her athleticism 
allowed her to chase the ball 
quickly, and to beat other play-
ers to the ball in games. She 
led the defensive lineup and 
became one of the key to the 
team’s success.
    The addition of new players, 
and the great leadership from 
the captains and coaches helped 
the 2017 varsity girls soccer 
team succeed and improve in 
all areas. Although unfortunate-
ly, they did not win the IPSL 
this year, the Saints are on their 
way to taking the title next year. 
Great job ladies!

    Our new athletic train-
er, Mr. Peter Turner, has 
already sprung into action 
many times this fall sea-
son. As his office is always 
full of people getting treat-
ment, ice, or tape, the first 
two months have been very 
busy. They have also been 
exciting. I got the chance 
to sit down with him and I 
asked him some questions 
to learn more about him.

HORROCKS. Who is your 
favorite Professional athlete 
in any sport?
TURNER. Justin Thomas or 
Smylie Kaufman

HORROCKS. What did 
you learn while being at St 
James so far?
TURNER. With this being 
my first job out of college, 
every day is a learning ex-
perience. Learning how 
to manage my time while 
working with each kid and 
providing them the best 
care possible.

HORROCKS. What is the 
easiest part of your job?

TURNER. I enjoy what I do, 
which makes the job easy.

HORROCKS. Did you ever 
play sports when you were 
younger?
TURNER. Yes, Baseball 
and Football

HORROCKS. Why Saint 
James?
TURNER. I’ve always 
wanted to go to private 
school. St James was also 
the ideal one for me.

HORROCKS. Why did you 
become a trainer?
TURNER.I enjoyed being 
around sports but, I didn’t 
want to play any sports.

HORROCKS. What is your 
favorite part of the job?
TURNER. The satisfaction 
of working with nice kids.

New Athletic Trainer: 
Peter Turner

By Lliam Horrocks

(Photo by KEVIN JIN)

(Photo by MR. ELLIS)

Varsity Season Standings Fall 17’
Varsity Football: 6-4
• 74-12 Win over Clear Spring
• 53-7 Win over Mercersburg
• 40-0 Win over St. John’s Catholic Prep
• 41-0 Win over Frederick Douglass High School
• 47-6 Win over Sidwell Friends High School
• 27-23 Loss to Potomac School
• Win over Central Maryland Christian School
• 48-15 Loss to Flint Hill School
• Loss to Maret
• 48-6 Loss to Avalon

Boys’ Varsity Soccer: 5-9-2
• 4-0 Loss to Maret
• 5-0 Loss to Mercersburg
• 1-0 Win over Martinsburg
• 3-2 Loss to South Hagerstown High School
• 1-1 Tie with Spring Mills High School
• 2-1 Win over St. Maria Goretti High School
• 5-0 Win over South Hagerstown High School
• 3-1 Loss to Potomac School
• 2-2 Tie with Smithsburg High School
• 5-1 Loss to Flint Hill School
• 6-1 Win over Grace Academy
• 1-0 Loss to Clear Spring High School
• 5-2 Win over Berkeley Springs High School
• 6-1 Loss to Sidwell Friends School
• 8-0 Loss to Mercersburg Academy in IPSL 
Championship
• 5-1 Loss to Georgetown Day School

Girls’ Soccer: 8-7-1
• 3-1 Win over Bishop Walsh
• 2-0 Win over Martinsburg
• 5-0 Loss to South Hagerstown
• 2-0 Loss to Hedgesville
• 6-1 Loss to Washington High School
• 1-0 Win over South Hagerstown High School
• 1-0 Win over Mercersburg Academy
• 5-0 Loss to Clear Spring High School
• 1-0 Win over Spring Mills High School
• 2-2 Tie with Tuscarora High School
• 2-1 Win over Jefferson High School
• 3-0 Win over Berkeley Springs High School
• 6-0 Loss to Sidwell Friends High School
• 1-0 Loss Mercersburg Academy in IPSL 
Championship
• 3-0 Win over St. John’s Catholic Prep
• 3-0 Loss to Gerstell

Varsity Volleyball: 14-9
• 3-0 Win over Bishop Walsh School
• 3-0 Win over St. John’s Catholic Prep
• 0-3 Loss to Middleburg Academy
• 3-0 Win over Foxcroft
• 3-0 Win over Maryland School for the Deaf
• 3-0 Loss to St. Maria Goretti High School
• 3-1 Win over Washington High School
• 3-2 Loss to Alleghany High School
• 3-0 Win over Mercersburg Academy
• 3-0 Loss to Mt. Airy Christian Academy
• 3-0 Loss to Jefferson High School
• 3-0 Loss to Clear Spring High School
• 3-0 Win over Berkeley Springs High School
• 3-1 Loss to Tuscarora High School
• 3-0 Win over McConnellsburg High School

Varsity Field Hockey: 8-9-1
• 2-1 Win over Glenelg Country School
• 4-3 Win over Poolesville
• 10-1 Loss to Blake
• 4-3 Win over Tuscarora
• 4-2 Win over Mercersburg
• 7-0 Loss to Foxcroft School
• 2-1 Loss to Huntingdon Area
• 3-2 Loss to Bishop Ireton
• 4-2 Loss to Bullis School
• 3-1 Win over Mercersburg Academy
• 7-2 Loss to Foxcroft School
• 3-2 Loss to Forbes Road Jr/Sr High School
• 2-1 Loss to Oakdale High School
• 4-0 Loss to Forbes Road Jr/Sr High School
• 7-1 Win over Wakefield School
• 4-1 Win over Sidwell Friends School
• 3-3 Tie with Flint Hill School
• 3-2 Win over Brookwood School

Golf: 7-4
• 178-192-198 Win over Williamsport and Goretti 
(178 was SJS)
• 165-185-193 Win over Tuscarora and Loss to Lin-
ganore (185 was SJS)
• 343-395 Loss to Mercersburg
• 170-183 Win over Goretti
• 158-169-176 Loss to Maret School and Win over 
Sidwell Friends School (169 was SJS)
• 171-239 Win over Clear Spring High School
• 165-174 Win over Potomac School
• 178-182 Loss to Georgetown Day School
• 186-211 Win over St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
• 169-173 Loss to Flint Hill School
• 174-202 Win over St. John’s Catholic Prep
• 354 and 6th place in MAC Tournament
• 164-185-198 Loss to Mercersburg Academy and 
Win over St. Maria Goretti High School in IPSL

Varsity Cross Country:
• 12th place overall at Clear Spring High 
School Interstate Classic
• 19th out of 22 for boys at South Hagerstown 
Rebel Invitational
• 10th out of 15 for Chesapeake Invitational
• 7th out of 9 for boys and 6th at Williamsport 
High School

By Zach Crampton
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    “Everything you do, 
someone out there can see” 
is a line from the movie Dis-
connect that reveals the truth 
and cruelty about internet 
and the those who are using 
the internet. Recently, many 
films and TV shows are in-
spired by cyber-bullying, 
such as Nerve, to warn teen-
agers and adults to be aware 
of the dangers of internet. 
Disconnect has a similar 
purpose but is more realistic 
and insightful.  
      The film starts with four 
different storylines: a cou-
ple who nears the brink of 
divorce, a child that is bul-
lied in the school, a father 
who does not understand the 
need of his son, and a jour-
nalist who desires to make 
an impact and thus deceives 
a teenage that works for a 
porn streaming website. All 
of them, desiring cares from 
others, seek fame, forgive-
ness, attention, and relief 
through internet but ignore 
what is happening in the 
real world. While internet 
brings them temporal happi-
ness and excitement, it also 
brings consequences: all 
the money from the couple 
is stolen online by hackers, 
the child sends his nudes to 
his “best” but fake Facebook 
friend, who is created by two 
boys studying in the same 

By Shirley Mao

school with him, and the 
journalist betrays the boy 
who promises to reveal the 
illegal organization support-
ing human trafficking and 
online porn streaming. The 
settings of these stories are 
based on events that happen 
often in real life and thus 
make the film stand out even 
more.
    Apart of abusive inter-
net usage, the movie also 
focuses on the struggle be-
tween selfishness and moral 
standards. Are you able to 
judge a person fairly when 
he hurts the one you love? 
Are you able to keep a secret 
that you have promised to a 
person when your career is 
dependent on it? Unlike the 
others which raise the ques-
tion and keep it unsolved, 
the characters in Disconnect 
make their own decisions 
and judgments when they 
are facing those struggles. At 
the end, all that they desire 
is the care and love from one 
another.

(Photo by DISCONNECT, 
THE MOVIE)

5 Minutes Left

Continued From Last Edition

    He gasped as raging, slic-
ing blades of pain shot through 
him. He glanced down, saw 
his shredded body, his red-
soaked arm-
    “Oh God.” He said this out 
loud as he stared down at the 
shrapnels jammed into the 
major artery. They were em-
bedded into his arm. He would 
bleed out. Slowly, but-
He heard from outside the dis-
cordant harmony of gunfireGet 
up. He had to get up. Stop the 
helicopter. Before he- before 
he died. As he gazed down at 
his wounds, he strained to re-
member what he had been told 
in first aid-
    Five minutes. Five minutes 
until he bled out. He moved 
one leg and inched, agoniz-
ingly, into a seated position 
against a bloodstained wall. 
He felt around with his hand, 
his right one, the one that 
worked, and grabbed his gun, 
slick with red. He moaned.
    Four minutes, thirty-one 
seconds.
    He pushed himself against 
the wall, his left arm hang-
ing, dead, at his side. His legs 
shook as they straightened. 
James stood. Four minutes.He 
stumbled forward, and raised 
the red pistol before him. 

Thought he haze of crimson 
before him, he limped towards 
a bullet-razed staircase. He 
heard a rapid-fire conversa-
tion in some foreign language 
at the top of the steps. Slowly, 
painfully, he moved to the top 
of the steps. Pointed his gun. 
Saw the two insurgents. Nei-
ther faced him. His hand sho-
ke. Steady. Steady! Two sharp 
notes pierced the humid air. A 
burst of mist flew into the air. 
Two men went down.
    Three minutes, forty se-
conds.
  He stumbled forward. One 
more set of stairs-
He fell. He couldn’t go on. He 
was too lightheaded, he was 
losing too much blood-
Above him, two sabers cut 
the air. The man on the edge 
of Hades barely recalled the 
explosion that brought him 
down. How long had he been 
out? Did it even matter? As he 
drew closer to the edge, the 
clock counted down.
    Three minutes.
    His eyes snapped open.
I will protect my country.
    He stood.
I will protect those doctors.
    He lurched forward.
I will not let them be casualties 
to another never-ending song.

   He ascended the staircase.
The tarmac was a swirl of 
wind. Bullets pierced the air in 
front of James as he half-fell 
behind a crate.Ten insurgents 
and a helicopter.
   Two minutes and thirty se-
conds.
    Seven left in his cartridge.
James whirled and pulled of a 
shot. One down. Another bullet 
sang. Two. 
    He ducked as a chorus of 
bullets flew over his head. He 
fired another shot. Three.The 
helicopter began to leave the 
tarmac and rise.
     Two minutes.
     Two more foul notes. Five. 
He had to get to the helicopter. 
But how-?
James saw it. Another crate, 
nearly adjacent to the rising 
helicopter. If he ran, he could 
maybe- 
Be shredded. He would have to 
kill the insurgents first.
    Six. One bullet left. Make it 
count-
There. A tank of gasoline. He 
aimed. His hand shook and he 
was jolted with pain.
     A minute, forty seconds.His 
eyesight dimmed. One bullet 
sang and the tarmac lit up with 
fire. The insurgents yelled, and 
the foul harmony reached a 
crescendo. James ran. Jumped 
on the crate. The helicopter, so 
far-
    He jumped. James’s body 
jerked spasmodically with 
sheer, brute hurt. He rolled ful-
ly into the body of the copter. 
His gun was gone, dropped in 
his inhuman leap. 

By Jackson Pentony

Continued On Next Edi-
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Movies Now with 
Shirley Mao: Disconnect

Au Revoir
                by Jack Walker 
Time’s an illusion;
eternity a lie.
Don’t cry, my dear,
I hate to say goodbye.
We’ve wandered and wandered,
faced lows and highs:
the past--it gleams,
like stars in the sky.
World of fire
All that transpires
Elusive yet mine.
No need to fear,
no need to try.
We’re all just illusions
living to die.

Nightmare
  by Kate Wu
A woman leans against a huge French window
which is covered by messy hand prints.
As I say “hello,” she turns around, shocked,
with hysterical facial expression,
then looks out of the window again.
Through the window, there is a mountain
that looks like a half-buried head--
face-down and hairless,
and a red moon hangs above it.

Untitled 
 by Alexia Tiches
I tried to write an essay
And be profound and smart and true.
I sat at my desk and stared at the blankness 
Blankness
Blankness
Scouring my depths for the wisdom to 
change the world 
Like Hemingway, frost, or Cummings.
But I lost half a mind.
And 3/4 a heart ran away.
I got an 84.
It’s ok.

A Lesson from the 
Internet: How to 
Define Ourselves

Bliss
 by Mr. James
Live in the moment.
Dogs have this ability.
We should learn from them.

Buyer’s Remorse
  by Mr. James
I wanted that car.
It had the features I loved.
Now I am in debt.

(Drawing by ROSY LIN)
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1). “Where are you from and 
what do you like about your 
home?” -Sean Rowe
    I’ve lived my entire life over 
in Ghana, a small country right 
in the middle of West Afri-
ca. Whilst it’s a small country, 
we’ve given the world plentiful 
gifts such as Idris Elda, Simone 
Addo, and unlike certain West 

Chronicle, a woodchuck 
could chuck about 700 
pounds of wood a day.

4). “Suppose your best friend 
and you’re both in love with 
the same person. Would you 
pick your friend over your 
love or your love over your 
friend, and why?” -Vanessa 
Dong 
    Two friends going after 
someone they both love is 
like a plane and a train con-
verging onto old Farmer 
Brown’s house, whilst he 
has a gas leak; I’ll spare the 
details. From somebody who 
likes to stay out of conflict as 
much as Belgium, it’s best 
to let your friend go for it. 
Don’t fight over something 
that in the grand scheme of 
things, is petty, as that’s the 
job of European soccer fans. 
But that doesn’t mean that 
there’s no chance for some-
thing to happen between you 
and this person. Since the 
average high school relation-
ship lasts as long as the An-
glo Zanzibar War, you could 
make your attempt once it 
ends, given your friend is 
alright with it. However, if 
your friend and this person 
somehow manage to beat the 
odds and keep it going, then 
the only thing that I can say 
is that you must move on.

Peter’s Perspective Why not get advice 
from someone with 
the social abilities 
of an actual rock?By Peter Gralla

African countries, good 
jollof rice. They’re a lot 
of things to like about my 
country, friendly people, 
good food, and some pretty 
interesting landmarks. But 
I’ll be honest, apart from 
my family, I don’t have any-
thing of note that draws me 
to Ghana. I feel like it has 
such a soft spot in my heart 
because of nostalgia. I re-
member years ago playing in 
the backyard of house that I 
grew up in with my first dog 
and my sister. Ghana has 
never drawn me as a place 
to live as an adult, but as the 
old saying goes, “home is 
where the heart is”.

2). “If you had to stay in a 
closet for 48 hours with no 
electricity and you could 
only bring 3 things, what 
would you bring?” -Madison 
Whatley
   An intense sedative to 
knock me out, a fully 
charged iPod containing my 
entire music library andplay 
lists, and probably a gallon 
of water.

3). “How much wood could a 
woodchuck chuck if a wood-
chuck could chuck wood?” 
-Sidique Thomas-Sualley 
    According to the July 11th, 
1988 edition of the Spokane 

By Arianna Gao

Ms. Proctor’s outfit fits this 
transitioning season from 
autumn to winter perfect-
ly. Pink pants from J. Crew 
express her joyful attitude 
and work especially well 
with the grey sweater. The 
embroidery at the bottom of 
the sweater layers the outfit, 
and adds another complex-
ion to the general outlook. 
The blue necklace with the 
gold pendant gives her out-
fit a final touch, sophisticat-
ed and professional. To top 
it all off, Ms. Proctor’s big 
smile on her face brightens 
up everyone’s day!

Katy Kwon (’21)’s outfit is 
an exquisitly fashionable. 
The pastel colored Lilly Pu-
litzer dress make her outfit 
pop. Rachel Lavasseur (‘20) 
says “KATY IS A FASHION-
ISTA!” The neon yellow and 
copious shades of blue work 
together and gives off a live-
ly, joyful ambiance. The navy 
blazer from J. Crew sharply 
contrasts the pastel colors of 
her dress. Additionally, the 
rolled sleeves of her blazer 
also give off a casual feeling. 
Overall, her outfit matches 
her personality and show that 
school dress can be colorful 
and fun too. Katy manages to 
look fashionable all the while 
properly following our school 
dress code. WAY TO GO 
KATY!(Photos by ARIANNA GAO)

Fashion Insider

    The Cursed Child is the 
eighth installment in the 
Harry Potter universe. 
Written in a script for-
mat, The Cursed Child is 
a play that is being per-
formed in England. 
    The Cursed Child fol-
lows Harry’s son and the next generation at 
Hogwarts. It wasn’t written by J.K. Rowling. 
She advised and consulted, but didn’t actu-
ally write the book. Therefore, the style is a 
bit different. The Cursed Child is technically 
Harry Potter. Although canon, this script reads 
very much like fan-fiction. It stands alone from 
the other seven books. Overall, I enjoyed The 
Cursed Child, although I did have a few issues 
with the plot. Plot holes and character incon-
stancies ruined some good parts of the story. 
Although I liked The Cursed Child, nothing 
can ever top the original seven books. I have 
decided to take The Cursed Child with a grain 
of salt and see it for what it is. It’s a complete-
ly different format with a completely different 
author. I think it’s safest to look like fan-fiction 
while reading.

  (Photo by WEST-
END)

Book Review: 
The Cursed Child
By Elena Johnston


