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Around Campus

Opening Day
Our new and returning students arrived on campus on August 16th to
begin another school year. The campus was buzzing with excitement
as students met with faculty to prepare for the challenges of academics,
athletics, and residential life, and settled into their dorms. Opening Day
is always the most exciting day of the year for students and faculty.

Three Students Nominated to
Attend Medical Congress
The Congress of Future Medical Leaders, sponsored by
the National Academy of Future Physicians and Medical
Scientists, was developed to help students fulfill their dream
of entering the medical profession.
This year, three Saint James students were nominated as
delegates to attend the Congress, held in Washington, DC
on November 14-16. They were: Nana Kerse Ntim-Addae,
Grant Tribble and Doris Xiao. The Sixth Form students met
leaders in the medical field, award-winning scientists, and
medical futurists.
“We also heard from the U.S. General Surgeon,” said Doris
Xiao. “It was fascinating to see how such young scientists
and physicians are making impressive achievements in the
medical field. It validated my desire to go into medicine.”
The student delegates now enter a free program that
provides continual mentorship, resources, direction and a
network of connections to help them achieve their dreams.
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Saint James Students Celebrate Halloween in Style
Students showed up to Chapel on October 31st in an
array of creative, crazy, and creepy costumes—some of
which were months in the planning. The fun continued
throughout the day as superheroes, cartoon characters,
a Sumo wrestler, an aquarium, Chick Meehan’s
“mini-me,” and a host of other interesting characters
wandered the campus, adding levity and color to the
overcast day. At lunch, the 2014 Halloween costume
award winners were announced.
Congratulations to the following:
Best Duo: Joe and Tyler George (George and the Man in the Yellow Hat).
Best Netflix Original TV Series Cast (left to right):
Claire Fulton, Grace Fulton, Leanne Ludwick, Sophie Abeles, Annette
Abu, Emerson Younger, Winnie Chang. Front row, Elizabeth Fahey,
Grace McFillen. “Orange is the New Black” ensemble.
Most Unique (below rt.): Lydia Radley (Monopoly)
Best Teacher Costume (below, left): Martin McGuigan
(as Chick Meehan)

Signing the Honor Code
The Honor Code says, “On my honor, I will
not lie, cheat or steal, and I will report anyone
I witness doing any of the three.” Early in the
school year, students and faculty gathered in the
Chapel to sign the Honor Code and to discuss its
importance. The document is currently displayed
in the Barbara Fulton Academic Building.

Each year begins with the formal signing of the Honor Code.
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Saint James Hosts AIMS Workshop
On a rainy September morning,
seven teachers from the Association of
Independent Maryland & DC Schools
(AIMS) braved the drive over South
Mountain to gather for Saint James’
inaugural AIMS Lesson Study workshop.
Lesson Study is a form of professional
development in which faculty come together
to discuss a specific issue a teacher is having
in the classroom. The group then explores
ways of solving the problem through a
structured discussion.

a structured discussion with Saint James
History Department Chair Ted Camp.
The participants found it valuable to see how
Lesson Study worked and left the workshop
with ideas that they could apply at their own
schools. As a community, we hope that this
workshop was the first of many and believe
that we can learn and grow by collaborating
with faculty from other schools. Please feel
free to contact Daphne Clyburn if you have
any questions: dmbclyburn@stjames.edu.

Daphne Clyburn leads the group discussion
as Sandra Pollock looks on.

After leading lesson study groups for the
past two years at Saint James and joining the
AIMS professional development committee
in February 2014, the opportunity arose for
Daphne Clyburn, who teaches Spanish, in
partnership with Sandra Pollock, Associate
Head of School, to host a workshop. The
two jumped at the chance to bring together
teachers from other AIMS schools to discuss
professional development for teachers.
In the workshop, teachers were introduced
to the concept of Lesson Study through

Saint James School
Board of Trustees
Meets on Halloween
The fall meeting of the Board of Trustees
took place on Friday, October 31st. The
Board welcomed new Trustees, Mr.
Gerardo (“Jerry”) Fernandez-Mena ’83
who resides in Mexico, and (The Rev.)
Mr. Robert G. (“Skip”) Windsor ’65, a
Massachusetts resident.

In the spring issue, we highlighted Mr. Jeremy McDonald,
our visual arts teacher who earned his Master’s Degree in Art
Education in 2014. Mr. McDonald’s research project examined
self-proclaimed “non-artists” and their actual drawing ability
and was conducted on the Saint James campus with 16 “artistic
doubters” comprised of students and faculty. We are pleased to
report that in November, his study was published in the Journal of
The Association of Independent Maryland & DC Schools.
The study, along with information about our artistic abilities, is
available online at:
https://aimsmddc.wordpress.com/2014/11/12/i-cant-draw-a-stick-figure-a-study-of-thedrawing-abilities-of-self-proclaimed-non-artists/
Congratulations, Mr. McDonald!
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Saint James Welcomes New Staff and Faculty Members
Over the past summer and fall, we have been joined
by a particularly dynamic group of new faculty and
staff who have added much to campus life. We are
fortunate to have so many talented and enthusiastic
new additions to our community. If you haven’t yet
had the opportunity to meet them, we invite you to
visit campus and to make the acquaintance of this
special group.
Roland Young. Many may know
Roland as the parent of alumnus,
Taylor Young ’09, and the husband
of Saint James Trustee, Dona
Young. Mr. Young, a long-time
attorney and entrepreneur, joined
the Development Office as a parttime Consultant for Major Gifts and Planned Giving.
He will be active in this capacity and lives on campus
part-time.
Amelia Fitzsimmons joined us as
the Associate Director of Admission.
She holds a BA in Advertising and
Public Relations with a minor
in Communications from the
University of Tampa and an MPA
from George Mason University in
Public Administration and Nonprofit Management.
She was most recently an Admissions Associate at The
Admiral Farragut Academy in St. Petersburg, Florida.
She and her husband Michael are living in the Old
Orchard Apartment, and she will also direct our
dance program. I also want to officially welcome
Angie Sievers, who began working
in the Academic and Student Life
offices at the end of last year, will
serve as a part-time school counselor
this year. Mrs. Sievers has a BA in
Psychology from Hood College,
where she served as Director of
Residence Life. She holds an MA in Higher Education
– Student Personnel from Ohio State University,
where she was an Assistant Director of Greek Affairs
and Assistant Hall Director. She has been a wonderful
addition to our community and has been a great
help to individual students when they are in need of
guidance. In addition, this year, she is teaching a sixth
form elective in Psychology.
Matthew Crane teaches Physics and
Math Analysis, will coach basketball
and baseball, and lives on Claggett
III. He came from the Ross School,
where he taught math, served as a
house parent, coached baseball and
assisted with boys’ basketball. He is
a graduate of Gettysburg College, where he earned a
BA in Psychology with a strong interest in Adolescent
Development and Calculus.

Abbey Quinn came from St.
Lawrence University, where she
earned her BS in Biology and an
MEd in Educational Leadership.
While at St. Lawrence, she served
as a substitute and student teacher
in the local school district and was
program director of the St. Lawrence Volunteer
Elementary School Tutoring Program. She teaches
AP Biology, Anatomy & Physiology, and Algebra I,
assists with field hockey and girls’ lacrosse, and lives in
Mattingly Hall with her husband Tory.

Hallie Balcomb comes from
Bates College, where she earned
her BS in Mathematics. While
at Bates, Ms. Balcomb served as
a teaching assistant and tutor,
as a private tutor for middle
school students, and as a teaching
intern at a public charter school
in Washington, D.C. She teaches math, including
Pre-calculus and Algebra II. She lives in Coors Hall,
and will also assist with volleyball and girls’ basketball
in the winter.

Grace Saunders graduated from
Sewanee: The University of the
South, where she earned her BS in
Environmental Studies. While at
Sewanee, she served as an intern
for a non-profit organization
providing after-school tutoring for
underprivileged children. She also served as Head
Counselor for the Sewanee Environmental Institute’s
Pre-College Field School, and as an education intern
at the Virginia Aquarium. She teaches Environmental
Science and Biology. Additionally she will assist with
girls’ soccer and in the winter she will coach basketball,
which she played in high school.

Molly Goolman comes from
Kenyon College, where she
earned a BA in History and
Biology. While at Kenyon, she
played varsity field hockey for
one year and varsity softball for
four years. She also served as
a teaching assistant and as an
upperclass counselor. She earned the White Award
for Outstanding Work in the Study of History. She
teaches Developing Nations and Modern European
History, assists with field hockey, will coach softball in
the spring, and lives in Holloway House.

Nicholas Gurol came from
Bucknell, where he earned his BS
in Biology. While at Bucknell, he
served as the pledge coordinator
of his fraternity and volunteered
as a youth wrestling coach and as a
“near-peer tutor” for fourth and
fifth graders. He teaches Biology
and Introduction to Physical Science, coaches golf and
wrestling (he wrestled in high school and in college),
and lives on Maddox.
Whitney Holmes comes from
the Dunn School in Los Olivos,
California, where she taught
Math and Science, served as
Registrar, led the leadership
program, and coached swimming
and basketball. She has a BA in
Biology from Colorado College
and is presently pursuing an MEd at the University of
San Diego. She teaches five sections of Chemistry, and
will assist with girls’ lacrosse in the spring. She is also
the Dorm Head in Onderdonk.

Megan Wilberton teaches English
3 and American Literature, assists
with volleyball, and will serve as the
head coach of varsity girls’ lacrosse
in the Spring. She has taught
for twelve years, most recently
at Perkiomen, where she was the
English Department Chair. Mrs. Wilberton also holds
a BA from Notre Dame University of Maryland. She
and her husband Brendan and son Cameron live in
Pennington House.
Bartos Smith joined us at the end of
last spring as an intern to assist in the
Office of Information Technology.
He has now been hired to work in
this capacity. Bartos graduated from
Shepherd College with a BS in Mass
Communication and a Minor in
Information Technology.
DEPARTURES
We regret to announce that Theresa McMullin, who
headed International Student Support and served as
our Tutoring Coordinator, resigned this fall due to
illness. We wish her the best in her recovery and thank
her for her excellent service to Saint James.
Mary Stevens, our long-time Latin teacher and
parent of Patrick (’14) and Steven Hart (’14) resigned
from her teaching position in mid-December. She
will move to North Carolina to help care for her
father. She too will be greatly missed.

Review | Fall 2014 | 5

Around Campus

Summer at Oxford
By Drake Marshall (Fifth Form) and Chandler Marshall (Fourth Form)
Introduction by Quincy Knable (Fifth Form)

@tevjanphotos, Flickr

At Saint James School, faculty and staff
members challenge students to put
themselves out into the world. Whether
it’s trying out for a play, or for a varsity
team, our students are always ready for
something new. Many students participate
in outside summer learning programs in
order to better understand a subject, or
to take part in an entirely new experience.
This past summer, siblings Drake (fifth
form) and Chandler (fourth form)
Marshall traveled to Oxford, England
to participate in the Oxbridge Academic
Program. Below, are summaries of their
time in England and what they gained
from their studies overseas.

Drake:
This summer, I had the rare opportunity
to study in Oxford, England for the month
of July through the Oxbridge Academic
Program. Before going any further, I
6 | Review | Fall 2014

would like to thank Mr. Camp and Father
Dunnan for inspiring me to push myself
academically. It was through their support
and encouragement that I made it to
Oxford, and thus embarked on a journey
which has since changed my life.
While there, and as part of a student body
of 500, I studied architecture, as well as
speech and debate. Outside of class, I had
the chance to attend lectures by remarkable
guest speakers including General Sir Hugh
Michael Rose and former Poet Laureate
of the United Kingdom, Andrew Motion.
During my month abroad, I was able to live
in the same dormitories the University’s
students inhabit during the academic year.
The facilities at Corpus Christi College
were incredible and my classes were
enlightening and informative.
Each day was an adventure. And, through
the program, I gained a new perspective on

the possibilities
of attending
college
overseas. I
particularly
enjoyed the free
time we were
given between
classes to get a
feel for life in
Oxford. From architectural modeling to
debating in the Oxford Union to touring
the Ashmolean Museum to playing pickup soccer in Christ Church Meadow, the
Oxford experience was one of a kind.
At the conclusion of the program, I won
the “Most Improved” award for my speech
and debate class—a title I was willing to
accept, although a bit reluctantly, as it spoke
to the fact that I wasn’t as bad at the end of
the class as I had been at the beginning. In
all honesty though, I was delighted to be

Around Campus

The Oxford Tradition
The Oxford Tradition is an intensive month-long academic summer program for
students completing 10th, 11th and 12th grades. Under its auspices, over 400
motivated participants from high schools all over the United States, Canada, and
multiple foreign countries live and study at one of two Oxford colleges: Pembroke
or Oriel. This program is now in its 30th year. The curriculum is taught by an
outstanding faculty of teachers and scholars drawn from Oxford, Cambridge,
@airwolfhound, Flickr

Harvard, the London School of Economics, and other top institutions.

In addition to daily classroom activities, such as discussions, experiments, workshops
and rehearsals, Oxford Tradition students attend talks by eminent guest speakers,
enjoy musical and theatrical performances, and explore local museums, galleries,
and historical sites. Depending on their major course, students take a final exam,
submit a portfolio, publish written work, or participate in a theatrical production or
art exhibition. Over the course of the summer, students experience over 100 in-class
hours, plus countless hours more of extramural learning and cultural achievement.

@barnyz, Flickr

recognized with such a prize. However, it
was not the award that defined my time at
Oxford. The true reward was the chance
to spend the month within a driven and
diverse community of students who, much
like myself, developed an enduring love for
the city of dreaming spires.

independent and self-reliant, as well as
more cultured. Law and Society was by far
my favorite class, partly because I love to
argue; but, all in all, it was an amazing and
eye-opening course. Each major class was
asked to prepare a presentation for the end
of the month that would be presented to
students from the entire program.

Chandler:
For the entire month of July, I attended
an academic summer program in Oxford,
England. As part of the program, each
attendee had to choose a major and a
minor course to study. I chose to take Law
and Society for my major, and Speech and
Debate for my minor. The major classes
would meet every day for two or three
hours, while the minor classes would meet
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for
two hours.

For my major, we did an entire moot court
case, or mock trial, and we presented at the
renowned Oxford Union. Having prepared
our arguments for a month, it was a huge
reward to see our efforts pay off and it was
a great experience. From the endless hours
of research, to the preparation of speeches,
and the multiple debates leading up to the
trial, our entire class felt qualified and
ready to take on the challenge of speaking
in front of 200 people.

Over the course of the month, I found
myself becoming more and more

At the end of the program, there was an
awards ceremony in which accolades and

gifts were
handed out to
one student in
the major and
minor classes
for his or her
participation
and passion
for the subject.
I was chosen
by my instructor to receive the “Law and
Society Award,” or the Major Class Prize.
Looking back at my time in Oxford,
although I took it for granted, it was an
incredible opportunity. I am forever
grateful to my teachers for sending me
down a path I know will suit me well.
The friendships I made, and the lessons I
learned, I will never forget.
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Keeping in Touch:

Students and their Alumni Siblings Use Social Media to Stay Connected
By Quincy Knable (Fifth Form)

At Saint James, we hold strong to our
idea of community. Students form lasting
bonds and connections that endure long
after graduation. But no bond is as strong
as that of family. For many of us, our
closest friends are the siblings who have
mentored and supported us for most of
our lives. For many of us who rely on our
siblings for daily guidance, even after they
may have graduated from Saint James and
gone to college or begun a career, social
media allows us to keep in touch, and to

Leanne and Johnny Ludwick enjoy sibling
time on campus and over social media.

Ian and Sarah Treger stay in contact with the
help of modern technology.

Although Sarah lived overseas last year, she

Similarly, Louise Dickinson (fifth form)

set up a blog to stay connected with friends

keeps in touch with her older brother

and family members, and to share news of

Breese (‘14) on a regular basis. “I am

her experiences. And, ever the good big

fortunate that Breese and I have a very

sister, she also used modern technology to

close relationship. This makes us want

prevent her brother from making any Saint

to keep in touch with each other and talk

James fashion faux pas. “On occasion, I’ve

about what is going on in our lives socially,

reached out to her for some fashion tips,”

academically, and personally. We usually

admitted the grinning Sixth Former. “For

speak to each other via text, a phone call,

example, which ties go with which shirts?”

or FaceTime,” she said.

Other students reach out to their siblings for

I speak with my brother Michael Knable

advice on classes and test-taking strategies.

(‘12), a few nights of the week over Skype.

Leanne Ludwick (fifth form) reaches

No matter how short the conversation, we

out to her two brothers Johnny (’14) and

always tell each other how we are and what

Andrew (‘11) regularly. “Johnny and I both

we did that day.

participate in each other’s lives.
Many students use resources such as
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Pinterest
to share photos and messages on a routine,
sometimes hourly, basis. The Saint James
School Facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/SaintJamesSchoolMaryland has become an
important source of news, photos and
information for many alumni, parents
and grandparents. But, how are students
reaching out to their siblings who have
graduated? Here is what a few students
shared about staying connected:
Sixth former, Ian Treger, turns to his
sister Sarah (‘13) for advice in several ways.
“Sarah and I have a very close relationship
which has allowed us to support each other
in our times of need,” according to Ian.
“We talk often and I go to her for help with
school or classes in general.”
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took AP biology. So, if I ever need help
understanding anything, I’ll give him a call,”

Thanks to social media, distance means

said Leanne. “And, if I’m ever nervous about

nothing when it comes to family. So send a

an exam or anything really, I call Andrew or

message or email, make a phone call, or even

Johnny and work it out with them.”

send a letter and catch up with your family!

Around Campus

Parents’ Weekend

Noel Patterson enjoys time with his family.

Kathryn McEvoy and her mother enjoy a break.

Ms. Flowers says “bon jour” to parents.

Elli Brune and her mother check in.

The Boys’ and Girls’ A Cappella groups perform at the Parents’ Reception.
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A Young Entrepreneur Seizes the Day
by Quincy Knable (Fifth Form)
Featuring Denis Puchkov (Sixth From)

Home to students from all over the world,
Saint James is a place where students from
different cultures and backgrounds come
together to learn and to grow. As students,
we are encouraged to branch out from
our comfort zones and to test the waters
of our creativity—and not just during the
academic year.
One student in our community
challenged himself by founding his own
business. While living in Brooklyn,
New York this past summer, student
entrepreneur, Denis Puchkov started his
own modeling businesses called Beauty
Unique. During his time in the Big Apple,
Denis saw an opportunity and seized it,
working with several partners and advisor
to launch the modeling company. From
booking models to identifying shoot
locations to working with clients such
as Calvin Klein, this young, ambitious
entrepreneur was involved in all aspects of
his modeling business.
“I learned so much,” said Denis. “I
gained many insights into what it takes
to provide clients with a high quality
product.”
As his summer in New York came to a
close, Denis sold the modeling company
to one of his partners before returning to
Saint James. “The company would only
really flourish if it were managed out of
New York,” said the young businessman.
Although now focused on his studies
and applying to college, Denis continues
to explore opportunities that allow him to
grow and to learn. Recently, he partnered
with a company overseas that provides
brand name technological devices, such as
mobile phones, to people in developing
nations. His job is to negotiate deals
for these types of devices so they may be
10 | Review | Fall 2014

purchased in bulk and sold for affordable
prices to people living in remote locales
in countries such as India. He serves as
a consultant for the DC and New York
regions.
“I was in the right place at the right
time,” said the student. “It’s great to be
part of a business that is doing good in the
world.”
When asked about his inspiration
(and impetus) for business, Denis cited

his parents. Although both are also
entrepreneurs, they weren’t, he noted, the
sole inspiration behind his choices.
“They encouraged me to work, but not
in a specific field. It was my choice to do
what I did,” he said.
During the school year, Denis also helps
lead the Business Club, which provides
students with an opportunity to learn
more about the corporate world and to
glean important business tips.

Around Campus

Four Students Commended in 2014 National Merit Scholarship Program
On September 24th, four Sixth Form
students were named “Commended Students”
in the 2015 National Merit Scholarship
Program. Congratulations to (shown left to
right): Heather Deiner, Daani Iqbal, Nolan
Peters and Christelle Fayemi.
More than 1.5 million students took the
2013 Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test and entered
the National Merit Scholarship Program.
In April, the 50,000 highest scorers were
National Merit Finalists (l-r) Heather Deiner, Daani Iqbal, Nolan Peters and Christelle Fayemi.
identified for high schools. Some 16,000
“These students represent a valuable national resource; recognizing
of those high performers were designated
their accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools play in
Semifinalists on a state representational basis. The other 34,000
the academic development, is vital to the advancement of educational
students throughout the nation were recognized as Commended
excellence in our nation. We hope that this recognition will help
Students for their exceptional academic promise. Commended
Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million broaden their educational opportunities and encourage them as they
continue their pursuit of academic success.”
students who entered the 2015 competition.
“The young men and women being named Commended Students
have demonstrated outstanding potential for academic success,”
said a spokesperson for National Merit Scholarship Corporation.

In addition, a special congratulations to Christelle Fayemi. She is one
of approximately 1,600 Black American high school students who are
Semifinalists in the 2015 National Achievement Scholarship Program.

Saint James School
Store Gets Makeover
When was the last time you stepped into
the School Store? If you haven’t dropped
by recently, you’re in for a treat. Thanks
to the efforts of parent volunteers, Robin
Lyles (Elliott ‘19 and Hayden ‘17) and
Heather Marshall (Chandler ‘17 and Drake
‘16) and Store Manager, Adam Robertson,
the store has a new look and feel. From
branded rugby and sweatshirts in Saint
James colors to wool caps to water bottles
and tumblers, there is an enticing array of
elegant merchandise. We hope you’ll come
take a look. It’s a great place to do some
holiday shopping!

Photos by Drake Marshall (fifth form)
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PEOPLE OF
Photos and Interviews by Christelle Fayemi (Sixth Form)
Inspired by Brandon Stanton’s “Humans of New York,” an often poignant, web-based compilation
of photos and quotes excerpted from conversations with New York residents, Saint James student,
Christelle Fayemi (sixth form), returned from summer vacation with a purpose. Her goal? To create
similar “portraits” of members of the School community. She began interviewing students and faculty members, posting several of these vignettes to the School’s Facebook page. Below, are fuller
excerpts from Ms. Fayemi’s interviews. Each provides a snapshot, or a momentary glimpse into the
life of each subject. We invite you to meet several of the “People of Saint James.”

MS. KATHERINE WEIDA
(Faculty Member, English & Soccer Coach)
What I learned at Saint James: To readjust my time
management techniques.
Advice: Be willing to do things outside your comfort zone.
Favorite thing about Saint James: People at Saint
James are pretty fantastic. The community in general is
pretty cool.
Favorite moment: Game against Hedgesville. It was
pretty rewarding when we won by one goal because we
had lost the first time. As a coach, it was rewarding to see
the girls succeed.
Advice to myself when I first came here: When in
doubt, stay positive.
Present, past or future in one word: Unpredictable.
That’s for my future and the past.
What is it like to coach your English students?: I’ve
known them on the field in a totally different context. The
atmosphere on the field is more casual than in class. But, I
keep a pretty constant attitude in both (the classroom and
the soccer field).

DYLAN REYNOLDS (SIXTH FORM)
What I learned: Friendship is possibly the most important thing you will learn about here. I was very
introverted. But, branching out and talking to people helped me make the good friendships I have today.
Present: Content. Everything’s fitting into place. I feel very calm about this last year.
Advice: Be open to new ideas and to meeting new people. My funny answer is, ‘See if you can spike
your hair.’
Favorite thing: The teachers. Because of how small Saint James is, you definitely feel a bit closer to
them. You can joke around with them and have interesting conversations. Here, you realize teachers are
people too.
Favorite moment: Being in ‘Saint George and the Dragon’ in Second Form. I hope I will be cast
again this year
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SAINT JAMES
HEATHER DEINER (SIXTH FORM)
What I learned: How to be a leader.
Advice to new members of the community: Do everything.
Advice to herself when she first came here: Be yourself and don’t worry about what others say
about you.
Favorite thing: Theatre. ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ is my fifth production and I’ll be directing a oneact play this spring with a classmate.
Favorite moment: When I was elected prefect.
Present and future in one word: Successful.
Do you have anything to add?: I really appreciate what Saint James has done for me. I’m really
happy I got to partake in something so amazing.

ELLI BRUNE (FIFTH FORM)
What I learned at Saint James: In life you need to care less about
what other people think and care more about being yourself and doing
what makes you happy. I’ve definitely learned to be accepting of who I
am more than I was at my old school. It’s nice to know that at this school,
there’s always someone there for you.
Advice: To new students, I would say to definitely open up to the
community. Say ‘hi’ to everyone, and you will find some of the best friends
you will ever make.
Favorite things: Spending time with teachers in their apartments. I like
building a relationship with teachers.
Favorite moment: Meeting Drake Marshall (Fifth Form) on the first day
of rehearsal for ‘Saint George and the Dragon.’ I didn’t know anyone. Mr.
Collin made us walk on stage and scream, ‘Merry Christmas!’ Then, he told
us to hug each other. After that, I was much more comfortable with other
students in my form.
My past and present in one word: Interesting.
Advice to myself: Don’t be afraid to get as involved as you can
Italy trip: When we were in Italy last year, I fell in love with the umbrella
pines and I was always asking Chandler (Marshall) to take my picture.

CALEB GOODIE (SIXTH FORM)
Favorite Saint James memory: Participating in ‘Saint George and the
Dragon’ in the Second Form.
Advice: Be willing to try new things and step outside your comfort zone.
That’s the only way to make the most of this place.
Most unique aspect of SJS: Definitely the close relationship that the
students have with the teachers, in and outside of the classroom.
If you could meet one SJS alum, who would it be?: Admiral
Holloway.
If you could describe SJS in one word what would it be?:
Home.
What do you envision yourself doing in ten years?: Something
where I am in a position to make a positive change in someone’s life,
regardless of whether it is recognized or not.
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Around Campus

HEAL Color Splash 5K
Members of the Saint James community
participated in HEAL’s Color Splash 5K Run/
Walk, a unique family event where participants
get “splashed” with an array of powdered color
throughout the course.

Ringgold Monument Unveiled on Campus
On Sunday, October 26th, a
monument honoring the Ringgold
brothers (whose home once stood
on what is now the Saint James
campus) was formally dedicated.
The monument is located adjacent
to Claggett Hall with a plaque
describing the Ringgolds, who enjoyed
distinguished military careers during
the Civil War. Support from the School
and proceeds from the book, “The
Ringgold Legacy,” by local resident,
George Anikis, helped bring the
monument to fruition.

The month of October was Breast Cancer
Awareness Month; and, the students of Saint
James took this in stride. Through events
such as the volleyball team’s “Volley for the
Cure” and the football team’s participation
in Cumberland Valley’s “Step ‘n Stride,”
the students helped bring awareness to this
important cause. These are two of the many
fundraising and awareness efforts that our
students and parents have supported this fall.
We are thankful for their efforts and for the
many ways they give back.
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Artist Block

Saint James Students Earn Top Prizes in
“Diverse by Design” Art Show
Please join us in congratulating four Saint James School students who were awarded first, second
and third prizes for visual art works in the “Diverse by Design” High School Student Art Show,
held in Hagerstown, MD in early November. Of the six Saint James student participants, four
placed in this county wide art contest. Six schools in Washington County and fifty students in five
different categories participated in the annual event.
The students, each of whom received their prizes during a special reception, were supported by
their instructor, Mr. McDonald, and by fellow Saint James students who came out to show their
support. Congratulations to:

Doris Xiao (Sixth Form) - 1st place Painting
Kristen Deiner (Fifth Form) - 2nd place Painting
Andy Zhang (Fifth Form) - 3rd place Painting
Helen Liu (Sixth Form) - 3rd place Ceramics (bones)

Nolan Peters Places
in Young Artist Art
Song Competition
Nolan Peters (sixth form) competed
in the Young Artist Art Song
Competition, held at the University
of Maryland, Baltimore County
(UMBC) in October. This highly
competitive regional competition is
held for advanced high school singers.
He sang Franz Schubert’s “Wanderers
Nachtlied” (a setting of the famed
Goethe poem). The panel of judges
included leading singers and teachers
from Maryland. He was selected as a
finalist and performed in the honors
recital at the end of the event. This was
a successful first step for the student
as he prepares for college entrance
auditions. His teacher is alumna,
Melanie Regan ’00.

Zhang, Liu, Xiao and Deiner (back row l-r)

Review | Fall 2014 | 15

Artist Block

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Mummers’ Society presented William Shakespeare’s celebrated comedy on November 14th and 15th to a full house.
Photos by Nicolette Ferris (third form) and James Liu (fifth form)

The Players
Hippolyta............................Emily Teale
Theseus ......................Kaelin Thrasher
Egeus ..........................Nicholas Tiches
Lysander .......................Chester Collin
Demetrius.....................James McElroy
Hermia........................... Alexia Tiches
Helena.......................Giuliana Gentile
Quince.........................Carissa Falanga
Nick Bottom..................Henry Meehan
Flute............................Dylan Reynolds
Starveling....................William O’Leary
Snout ............................ Lev Oykhman
Snug ................Thomas “Carter” Bruns
Puck ................................Annette Abu
Peaseblossom........Maxine Adjei-Dadson
Mustardseed.....Jun Hyun “Casey” Kwon
Cobweb..................Jae Min “Alex” Kim
Stardust........................Liam Rousselle
Oberon..................Cameron Wilkerson
Titania........................Heather Deiner

Production Staff & Crew
Colin Williams, Nathan Hornbaker,
Tucker Teale, Nana Kerse Ntim-Addae,
Cameron Watson, Kofi Agyeman, Levi
Schindel, Tyler Rehman, Tobi Akanbi,
Mr. McDonald, and Mr. Collin.
Special Thanks
The Van Wyck Family, The Mattingly Family,
Earle Howe, Stage and Screen, Inc.,
Chef Amy Stouffer and the SJS Dining
Room Staff, Mrs. Miner and the SJS
Business Office, Mr. McDonald and
Ms. Pollock
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Artist Block

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
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Artist Block

“31 Nights:” An Artist’s Life
Interview with Artist, Helen Liu (Sixth Form)
By Quincy Knable (Fifth Form)
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Artist Block

At the beginning of the school year, Mr. McDonald’s Art III,
Portfolio Prep, and Advanced Placement (AP) students took
on an interesting month-long challenge. The “31 Nights” art
journal project, inspired by artist Michael Bell, required the
young artists to submit 31 self-portraits or visual journal entries
that reflected their most personal thoughts and experiences.
The students began the journey by interpreting a prescribed
title for each entry, such as “Purity of Purpose” or “Facing the
Beast.” Using pen and paint, the artists could develop the visual
journal as a story that would unfold from one title to the next;
or, each day’s entry could serve as a stand-alone work of art and
daily reflection.
The young artists were assigned to work Monday through
Friday, tackling five entries each week, and completing the visual
journals in October. Below, is an interview with sixth form AP
student, Helen Liu, along with several of her entries.
continued on pg. 20
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Artist Block

Explain your portal and the pages
that follow:
My portal is a hole that goes all the way from
the cover of the book to my first drawing. At
the beginning of the year, I was so overwhelmed
by all the AP sciences and math I’m taking,
and college application stuff, that I just did
not know what to say. So, I had a chemical
structure in one eye and physics formula in
the other. I used two band aids to tape up my
mouth, and drew a question mark on it. The
question mark can be seen through the hole on
the cover.
What is your favorite page
and why?
My favorite, in terms of quality of art and the
meaning behind, is “The discipline of passion.”
I like it the best because it really reflects my
current state of mind. In this piece, the purpose
of the bonfire is to cook the meat; but, the fire
became too “passionate,” burning the meat and
leaving only bone. I think it is a reminder to me
that I need to stay focused on my goal and be
aware of getting distracted in the process.
What was the most challenging
aspect of this project?
The same challenge of keeping a diary, which
is keeping it up. There have been days when I
had no idea what the theme was about. Also, I
feel like I have really been digging my thoughts
up and putting them into the project. At times,
I was afraid of running out of thoughts and
inspiration.
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What do you think makes this
project unique for you?
I made the project very personal. This means
that I have to explain in detail for other people
to understand. What’s the point if I just draw
a hand knocking on a door for the theme,
“A knock at the door”? It’s way too simple
and shallow. I really enjoyed combining my
experience with the themes, and making them
meaningful in a personal way.
What risks did you take?
I wouldn’t say I took any serious risks with this
project. If any, the only one I could think of is
putting some of my deepest thoughts, fears, and
dreams into a tangible form that other people
have access to. But, as I mentioned previously,
it’s really personal. So, I don’t think others
would understand without some explanation.

What did you learn about
yourself?
The project made me dig deep into myself and
put some of the thoughts and feelings I’ve had,
together. It’s like looking at pieces of evidence
and coming up with a conclusion. On a more
playful note, I learned that I just love piling
paints on and making really thick layers.
What changed from day one to 31?
On day one, I was overwhelmed. By day 31, I
had never felt so passionate about life.

Artist Block
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Chapel Talk

A Sermon
Preached by the Revd. Dr. D. Stuart Dunnan
Parents’ Weekend, 2014
Proper 21, Year A

L

et the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus, who, though
he was in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God as something to
be exploited, but emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, being born in human
likeness.” (Philippians 2.5)
In nomine . . .
This past August 16, when we gathered
here in chapel on Saturday, the first week
of school to welcome our new parents, I
was, I am sure like many of you, greatly
moved when Dave Abeles spoke to us about
why Saint James has been such a wonderful
school for his children: his son Zach who
graduated just over four years ago, his son
Connor who graduated just this past June,
and his daughter Sophie in the fifth form.
Now, for those of you who do not know
Dave, he is, like so many of our parents,
an especially good and conscientious man
who dearly loves his children, so he was
brave to talk about their journeys here
in such a public forum. Predictably and
understandably, he was almost immediately
overwhelmed with emotion to the point that
he was speechless.
Now, for all of us who know him and
know his children, this made sense, and
his wife Stacey and I both agreed that it was
the perfect speech because it made clear to
our new parents just how empowering and
transforming the Saint James journey can
be. But what was particularly impressive
and moving for me was the aspect of his
children’s journey here that most moved
him: the ways in which their teachers had
helped, encouraged, and loved them. You
see, he was not “choking up” because he was

“
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talking about his children; he was actually
choking up because he was talking about
their teachers. He began with Mr. Yergey’s
close and helpful relationship with Zach and
was so moved by it, that he could not move
on to Connor. When he got stuck there, I
found myself wondering: would it be Mr.
Holt or Mrs. Stowe or Mr. Collin, as all of
them were very important to Connor during
his time here.
It is a truly wise and generous parent who
can acknowledge the important role that
selfless and devoted teachers play in the lives
of their children and celebrate that role
with gratitude. This is always bravely and
generously done, as gratitude is the most
humbling, and therefore a very powerful
emotion.
As you know, we have a terrific group of
new teachers this year full of promise and
enthusiasm, and the younger ones who
have joined us from college, internships,
and graduate school remind me of my first
experience teaching thirty-three years ago
when I had just earned my master’s degree
and went out to teach history and serve as
a college counselor at what was then the
Harvard School in Los Angeles.
I remember that the whole experience
was tremendously engaging and fun for me
for several reasons: my first real job, a new
adventure on the west coast, an exciting new
school and a delightful group of colleagues,
both the older ones who welcomed and
mentored me and the younger ones my
age who were such great friends because
they were teachers too, therefore funny,
outgoing, and interesting. But what really
made the job so exciting and worthwhile
were my students: one section in the first
form, two in the third, and 40 sixth formers
applying to college. They were so interesting
and fun to teach, so hilarious and goofy and
brilliant and charming, so open-hearted,
honest, and trusting. They made my job

when I was a very young man powerful and
important.
And what I loved most about teaching
was that I was no longer working for myself
anymore, as I had all the way through high
school, college, and graduate school – for
my own achievement and my own success.
I was working rather for them – for their
achievement and their success. And this was
for me then, as it is for me now, much more
enjoyable and fulfilling
I realized then and have always thought
since, that my first year teaching was the
most transforming and inspiring of my life.
It has determined what I have done ever
since, because I experienced then the great
Christian truth best expressed by a young St.
Clare to a young St. Francis when she asked
to join him in his work with the outcast
and the poor: “I don’t want to be loved
anymore; I want to love.”
For this is the saving truth which the
devoted teacher experiences in all the
ways that we are so privileged to teach
here, the truth revealed to us in Jesus: the
transforming power of self-emptying love.
Ms. Goolman, who has just joined us in
the history department from Kenyon came
up to a group of us watching the varsity field
hockey game two weeks ago overjoyed that
her j.v. field hockey team had just won their
first victory with their first and only goal,
a glorious victory over Sidwell. She was
literally jumping and shaking with joyful
excitement, and once she let herself feel
the full force of her emotions, began to
cry because she was so stunned and happy.
None of what she felt was about her; all
of what she felt was about her girls, their
stunning success and remarkable growth,
this tremendous miracle (and if you know
anything about j.v. field hockey, this really
was a miracle) which she could barely
believe, let alone believe that she had been a
part of.

Chapel Talk

“I don’t want
to be loved
anymore;
I want to
love.”
And I thought to myself: good for her,
and good for us; not that they won, but that
she cared so much.
We had a very distinguished alumnus visit
us last Friday, Lester Blackett, class of 1972.
Lester is now the Director of the Nevis
Disaster Management Department in his
native Nevis in the West Indies, and he has
also taught math and physics and coached
track on the island. He was being honored
with a Lifetime Award for Sports by the
Nevisian Association of Washington, DC, so
he came back to visit his old school.
By chance, I was visiting one of his old
teachers that morning: Edgar Hoyer, also
a Saint James alumnus, class of 1952, who
taught math and coached soccer here for
36 years. Mr. Hoyer, who began teaching
the year I was born, was still teaching here
when I arrived, and I have always especially
admired him. A gifted mathematician
and talented athlete, he loved his time at
Saint James and was a legend amongst his
students. We used to have a faculty versus
sixth form soccer game then, and the sixth
form never won because Mr. Hoyer never
allowed a goal, still wearing the cleats he
wore as an undergraduate at Trinity. He
could draw a perfect circle with chalk every
time on the board in Geometry, and he
was famous for his wry sense of humor. I

always remember him quietly praying every
morning in his pew before the rest of the
school arrived in chapel. He restored the
island in the pond below the Bai Yuka with
his great friend and colleague Robert Grab
and a few students who joined them just
to enjoy their company and to witness the
gentle goodwill of their friendship.
He is now 81 years old and stays at home
to care for his wife who is in the last stage of
a progressive illness. Because of his wife,
he does not like to leave their home, so I
come to him. As we were sitting in his living
room, I mentioned that Lester was visiting
for the first time since he had graduated,
and Mr. Hoyer immediately remembered
him. “Did he become an engineer?” he
asked. “That is what he wanted to do. He
wanted to become an engineer so that he
could go back and help his country.” “Yes,”
I answered, “he did.” “Oh, I am so pleased.
He was a very good math student and a really
good soccer player.”
Later, when I was sitting with Lester
at lunch, I gave him the note which Mr.
Hoyer wrote to him during our visit. He
read it and immediately shared it with the
students at our table, full of gratitude and
pride. After he left school, he and his
former student, who had brought him here,
prolonged their visit to drive up to North
Hagerstown to see Mr. Hoyer before they
returned to Washington.
I told this story to three alumni from
the class of 1996 who were visiting for
the golf tournament the next Monday
and were staying with me Sunday night:
Alex Broussard, Warren Hedges, and
Zach Sutton. They like to return for the
tournament to visit school and to celebrate
the memory of their classmate Hawley van
Wyck, whom I buried when he was just thirty
– which was, as you can imagine, a hugely
bonding experience for all of them. They
immediately wanted to see Mr. Hoyer, as he

had taught them math too, and Zach had
helped with the island, so we drove by his
house on our way to dinner and very rudely
surprised him. He was so moved to see
them suddenly standing at his front door
that he cried. Here were his students excited
to see him, all grown up, successful in their
different careers, married with children. “It
is just so great to see you guys. Thank you.”
When Saint James was founded in 1842,
the Revd. Dr. William Augustus Muhlenberg
delivered a farewell to his pupil, the
Revd. Dr. John Barrett Kerfoot, as he
journeyed forth from Dr. Muhlenberg’s
school at College Point in New York,
where he had been raised and educated
by Dr. Muhlenberg and had been serving
as his most trusted teacher, to begin his
challenging tenure here as our first rector.
This is how he ends his remarks:
Experience and your own faithful heart
will say to you day by day: Be patient; be
kind; be gentle; be long-suffering; consider
every little trial and vexation as it comes
along, as a little cross, to give you some
opportunity continually for following after
Christ. The true Christian teacher has
a burden known only to himself. He is
a sufferer, if not a confessor, for Christ.
Bear all things for His sake; expect to make
sacrifice of your time and your convenience,
and be content to be forever accommodating
those who seldom think of accommodating
you. . . .
May the Spirit of Christ rest upon you!
May you be guided in all things by the Spirit
which cometh down from above! (Life of
Kerfoot, pp.53-54)
And so, it continues, this school which he
founded, led still by a company of devoted
and selfless teachers which renews itself
every year and is renewed, I believe, by that
very same Spirit: the “spirit of Christ” which
inspires us.
Amen.
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On Top of the Hill
Meghan Pennington Reflects on a Capitol Career
Introduction by Widad Khokhar (Fifth Form)

We are thrilled to feature Meghan Pennington (‘03) in this issue of the Review. In the
turbulent world of politics, the talented Ms. Pennington has proven her resilience.
The second generation Saint James graduate is currently working as Director of
Communications for United States Senator Tom Carper (D-Del.). Senator Carper,
a long-time politician known for consensus-building, is chairman of the Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and chair of the Environment and Public
Works Subcommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure. As his communications
director, this staffer and strategist plays a key role in helping the Senator navigate the
intense pressures and day-to-day challenges of the political landscape.
Before assuming her current position, Pennington worked for Congressman John
Sarbanes (D-Md.) for just over two years as communications director. Prior to her
time in the House of Representatives, she spent four years in the Senate working as the
press secretary for former Senator Frank R. Lautenberg (D-NJ) and as deputy press
secretary and press assistant for Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.). Pennington also
served as regional field director in Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley’s gubernatorial
re-election in 2010. She graduated from the University of Maryland with a B.A. in
Philosophy and Political Science.
“Over the past few years, Meghan Pennington has proven herself to be a sharp
strategist and thoughtful communicator in both the Senate and the House of
Representatives,” noted Senator Carper. He appointed her Director of Communications
in July 2014.
With a sister currently enrolled at Saint James School, Carter Pennington (’17),
and, as a newly minted member of the Alumni Council, Pennington remains deeply
connected to the School. She was kind enough to take time from her busy schedule to
answer our questions in a very thoughtful manner. We hope you, our readers, will enjoy
getting to know her as much as we have.
continued on pg. 26
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1.

2.

How many generations of Penningtons have
attended
Saint James?
My sisters and I are the second generation
of Penningtons to attend Saint James. My
grandmother, Margaret Pennington, began
our family’s relationship with the School when
she started tutoring students in the 1950s. She
later became the librarian at Saint James. She
absolutely loved the School and was very proud
for my father to be a Saint James graduate.
We know she would be over the moon that her
granddaughters have continued the tradition.
What drew you to your job on Capitol Hill? Why
did you choose to work for the U.S. Congress?
During the summer after my freshman year at
Maryland, I had the opportunity to intern at
C-SPAN and to work with the producers of the
program, Washington Journal. It was fascinating.
I found myself in the heat of a presidential election
just as the parties were gearing up for their
national conventions, and I loved it. I discovered,
however, that while I had tremendous respect for
journalists and how hard they work to keep the
world up to speed with what’s going on, I wanted
to be on the other side of the story. I decided then
that I wanted to work on Capitol Hill.

3.

What is the most challenging part of working on
the Hill, and in your office specifically?
The unpredictable nature of the work makes the
job challenging; but, that’s also what makes it
exciting. It’s impossible to know when negotiations
on some policy issue will reach an agreement, or
when the latest scandal will hit the news. Although
it can be frustrating, I wouldn’t change it.

4.

What have you gained or learned from your work?
The most valuable lesson I’ve learned is that no
point of view on an issue is ever one hundred
percent correct. People are quick to choose an
absolute position on something. But, we can
always be informed by another take on an issue.
I’ve learned the most from people who have a
completely different stance on something from me.
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5.

In your time on the Hill, which person (or what
event) has influenced you the most, and why?
I was working for Senator Barbara Mikulski
when Congress began considering legislation to
overhaul our country’s health care system. I vividly
remember watching the floor on Christmas Eve
in 2009 when the measure passed the Senate.
The months of debate leading up to this vote
were interesting, to say the least. Health care is a
very personal issue that means different things to
different people and intertwines with individual
values regarding faith, family, finances, and
so on. There are days that I’d come to work
and protesters would be crowded everywhere,
expressing opinions on every mark of the
spectrum with chants, signs, and sometimes even
demonstrations. To me, though, health policy was
a macro issue – I was healthy, had access to a
doctor when I needed one, and had never worried
that I, or the people I loved, would be able to get
the care they needed when they needed it.
Four years later, my personal take on health
care went through a complete evolution. As
many people in the Saint James family know, my
mom, Denise Pennington, was diagnosed with
an aggressive form of leukemia late last year. On
Christmas Eve, she had a bone marrow transplant
at Johns Hopkins Hospital. We were incredibly
lucky – Mom is recovering well and we are glad to
have her back at home. But, during every of her
treatment, I couldn’t help but think that she had
a shot at surviving only because she had access to
care and that somebody else’s mom wouldn’t be as
lucky. I realized that this insidious illness we know
as cancer doesn’t care whether or not you have a
job, or if you can afford insurance. It doesn’t care
if you’ve followed all the rules or if you’ve made
some mistakes in life. It doesn’t care that you’re
a member of this political party, or that one – it
just strikes.
I have always believed in the idea that every
American deserves access to the high-quality care
they need; but, I now understand this on a much
more personal level. We cannot let politics get in
the way of making this a reality.

6.

How early did you realize you wanted to work in
this field?
I guess I knew sometime in middle school that I
was interested in government. I loved newspapers
and liked to have them around, even before I
understood the stories they were telling. Once I
started following the coverage of Washington, I felt
like there were big things happening and I wanted
to be a part of it.

7.

What are the most exciting issues you have been a
part of?
I find most public policy issues exciting. Earlier
this year, I had the chance to help Congressman
John Sarbanes roll out the Grassroots Democracy
Act – his proposal to change the way we fund
Congressional elections in this country. The
Congressman is incredibly dedicated to finding a
way to empower individual Americans to have the
loudest voices in Washington, and worked hard
to write legislation that would stand up a public
financing system for federal candidates. He is a
leader and an innovator. He experimented with
his own campaign and proved that this funding
structure could, and would, work in practice.
Being a part of that was incredible. I think we’re
years away from enacting meaningful reform. But,
I know it will happen.

8.

What is your fondest memory from your time at
Saint James?
It’s hard to think of just one. I have fantastic
memories of my six years at Saint James. One
of the funniest is a scheme I hatched with my
roommate, Kara Rosenthal, during our senior year
in Holloway. Somehow we duped Kim Hall, a new
student and the fifth form girl on trash duty for
our floor, into coming in to fetch our trash every
morning before room inspection. The three of us
still laugh about it to this day.

9.

What do you wish people knew about Saint
James?
That it’s a beautiful place and the campus is a real
treasure! A lot of people think western Maryland
is in the middle of nowhere and there’s no reason
to make the trip to look at a School out in the
country. However, they couldn’t be more wrong.
Saint James has an incredibly inviting, comforting
atmosphere. Students are lucky to have that as the
backdrop for their education.

10. What about your time or experiences at Saint
James helped you reach your goals in life?
All my life, I heard my father tell us that the
motto at Saint James was “manners make
the man.” With four daughters, he probably
should have changed that to “manners make
the person.” I don’t know that I ever heard
confirmation that this was the official motto
when I was a student; but, the lesson was
certainly taught. Rules about School dress and
being respectful to your peers and superiors
seemed silly when I was a student. Yet, those
rules of conduct put me a step ahead when I was
transitioning into being a working professional.

13. What are some of your interests, passions or
favorite causes outside
of work?
I’m a member of the Junior League of
Washington (JLW) and am so grateful to be
part of an organization that helps me give back
to my community. Through JLW, I’ve had the
opportunity to be involved in strengthening
education programs for some of the city’s most
underserved children and their parents, which I
have found to be incredibly rewarding. One of the
organizations I’ve been privileged enough to work
with is Bright Beginnings, a Head Start center near
the Capitol that serves children whose families are
homeless or living in crisis shelters. It’s amazing
to see the beneficial impact these programs can
have on families who are in the greatest need of a
helping hand.

14. Do you have plans to return to campus soon?
Yes! I try to pick Carter up, or catch one of her
games whenever possible. I am excited to be a
new member of the Alumni Council this year.
Our meetings will bring me back to campus even
more often.

11. Do you have any advice for students wishing to
follow a similar career path?
Read! And, don’t ever avoid listening to somebody
with the opposite point of view. It’s the best way to
learn something.
12. What do you enjoy doing for fun? I am lucky to
live in one of my favorite cities. There is always
something interesting going on in Washington, DC.
I try to take advantage of the many offerings –
whether it’s an author I particularly like who is in
town to give a talk, or a new exhibit at one of the
fantastic museums.

Pennington with Senator Tom Carper.
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Fall Sports
Saints Earn Fall Conference Accolades
Cross Country
All IPSL: Caleb Goodie
Girls’ All IPSL: Leanne Ludwick, Grace Bowers,
Louise Dickinson
Football
All MAC: Sean Tolton, Tyler George, Grant Tribble
Girls’ Volleyball
All IPSL: Ellie Williams, Joelle Schultz
Boys’ Soccer
All IPSL: James Marshall, Daani Iqbal
Girls’ Soccer
Herald Mail: Leanne Ludwick - 1st team
All IPSL (Private school league comprised of Mercersburg,
Goretti, and St. John’s Catholic Prep):
Leanne Ludwick, Chandler Marshall, Nicole Taulton

Justin Robinson to Play Basketball for Virginia Tech
On November 12, 2014, Justin Robinson (sixth form) signed his official letter of intent
with Virginia Tech. He will play Division 1 basketball beginning next fall.
Coach Dan Prete expressed his pride in the young player’s recruitment, noting, “Justin’s
work ethic and constant efforts to constantly be a better student and athlete have paid off
with a scholarship
in the prestigious
ACC conference.
I am very proud of
Justin and excited
to watch his
growth.”
Congratulations,
Justin!

All County (as voted by Washington County coaches):
1st team - Leanne Ludwick, Nicole Taulton
2nd team - Carter Pennington, Chandler Marshall

Cross Country

Coach Kate Cerruti
The cross country team had quite a few
successes this season. Some highlights for
the season included not losing a single dual
meet, placing second in an invitational,
scoring a perfect meet against Mercersburg,
which means, having our top five runners
finish before any of theirs.
We were victorious over the following
teams: St. John’s Preparatory, Smithsburg,
Williamsport, South Hagerstown, Mount
Airy, Berkeley Springs, PawPaw, Brunswick,
Mountain View, and Hancock.
As a team, the Saints had many great
individual accomplishments. Sixth

former and captain, Caleb Goodie, who
placed fourth in the IPSL Championships,
led the team, along with Jake Fishkin and a
strong sixth form contingent who provided
inspiration and motivation to the younger
Saints. With many promising young runners
on the team, next year looks good for our
cross country athletes.

Trey Moss, Caleb Goodie and Kaelin Thrasher

Varsity
MVP: Caleb Goodie
MIP: Trey Moss
Coaches’ Award:
		
Kaelin Thrasher

Junior Varsity
MVP: Eric Fishkin
MIP: Sal Gentile
Coaches’ Award:
Joseph Renteria
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Although Saint James School does not have a girls’ cross country team, Louise Dickinson inspired
a group of young women to participate in the IPSL Championship. Not only did the girls’ run,
they won. Here they are, pictured left to right: Caleb Goodie placed Fourth for the boys; Leanne
Ludwick took First Place; Grace Bowers placed Sixth; and, Louise Dickinson took Eighth Place.
Congratulations!

Fall Sports
Varsity Girls’ Soccer
Coach Laurie Douglass

While the story of last year’s girls’ varsity soccer
season centered on building a foundation
for the future, the 2014 season was all about
competing. The Saint’s hard work and
persistence, combined with their rapidly
increasing soccer skills, allowed them to be
in the position to beat every single opponent
this season. Scoring statistics showed the team
scoring 28 goals and giving up 29. With the
goal totals so close, it may be a surprise to
learn that the Saints ended the season with
just five wins and eleven losses. The record
clearly doesn’t tell the whole tale.
This August, the players arrived in much
better physical condition, sending a message
that they were prepared for a higher level of
soccer. Chasing Lilly Noel (second form),
Alexia Tiches (third form), Chandler
Marshall (fourth form), and Leanne
Ludwick (fifth form) up and down the field,
fatigued our opponents. Goretti faced this
fate and came out on the losing end. With just
five minutes remaining in the game, Chandler
Marshall scored the winning goal from a pass
by defender, Maddie Craft (fifth form). The
Saint’s ability to maintain a consistently high
level of play allowed them to achieve success
even in the closing minutes of the match.
A second strength that dominated the
team’s experience this season stemmed
from intentionally fostering a positive
environment. Keys to team chemistry
were the big personalities of several players,
including Gracie Bowers (second form),
leading our “Blood and Pain” cheer,
Christa Bartlett (third form) always at
the center of mischief, and Alexia Tiches,
devising outlandish consequences for losing
competitive drills. Not surprisingly, the ring
leader was Winnie “What I lack in fitness,
I make up for in enthusiasm” Chang (sixth
form). As team captain, Winnie walked
the line between fostering an environment
where young players felt comfortable, while
simultaneously holding them accountable for
being good teammates.
The benefits of this chemistry and work
ethic were on full display in the last game

Heather Deiner, Nicole Taulton, Leanne Ludwick, Coach Laurie Douglass

of the season against St.
and coaches, and worked to
MVP: Nicole Taulton
Andrews. Facing a Division
create a legacy that will have
MIP: Heather Deiner
I caliber striker, the Saints
Coaches’ Award:
		 an impact on the program
found themselves down 3-0
for years to come.
Leanne Ludwick
at halftime. The rallying
When our next superhero,
effort was led by Carter
MVP Nicole Taulton
Pennington (fourth form). She scored her
(third form), stepped onto the soccer field,
first goal of the season and it was awesome.
she projected an aura of fearlessness and
Chandler Marshall then scored her sixth goal
power. She anchored a defense that included
of the season. Although St. Andrews won the
newcomer, Emma Ober (third form) in goal,
game, the Saints played with pride.
and returning veterans, fifth formers Grace
While every single player improved over
Hotung and Maddie Craft.
the course of the season, the supportive team
This year’s Most Improved Player, Heather
environment was particularly beneficial to
Deiner, stepped out of her role on the 2013
Mary Yu (third form), Tiffany Lee (fourth
squad as manager to become a full-fledged
form), Christa Bartlett (second form), and
member and a first time soccer player as
Heather Deiner (sixth form). They were
a sixth former. She played her way into a
entirely new to the game of soccer, but made
starting position and garnered the respect of
their mark on the program this fall.
her teammates and coaches along the way.
Coaches’ Award recipient, Leanne Ludwick,
A heartfelt thank you goes out to the
a particularly talented and impactful field
“Dream Team” of assistant coaches, which
player, added a whole new dimension to her
blended the fiercely competitive talents of Ms.
leadership style. She took responsibility for
Weida, the targeted wisdom of goal keeper
insuring that her teammates did things the way coach Ms. Saunders, and the sage advice of
the coach wanted, conducted herself in a way
Dr. Ludwick to make my job infinitely easier
that denoted mutual respect for teammates
and more productive.
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Fall Sports
Varsity Boys’ Soccer
Coach Evan Solis

The Saints came into the 2014 soccer
season with hopes of making it to the
IPSL championship and finally defeating
a MAC opponent. With the loss of seven
starting sixth formers from last year’s
team, including leadership in the goal,
midfield, and attack positions, the team
was led by young and untested players.
The exception was returning sixth form
captain, James Marshall.
The team started off strong with two
close wins, including one over IPSL
opponent St. John’s Catholic Prep. As
play commenced in the difficult MAC,
talented opponents revealed the Saints
inexperience. Compounding this were
injuries to several key starters, including
defensive leaders James Marshall and
fourth former Teddy Batson. The
team struggled through most of the
season, reaching nadir (their low point)
against rival Goretti, where they lost in
penalty kicks after tying the game 0-0
in regulation. Despite this demoralizing
blow, the Saints fought for the remainder
of the season, scoring the majority of
their goals, led by fourth former Tobi
Akanbi’s team-leading three goals. Thanks
to strong play by James Marshall, Teddy
Batson, and goalkeeper Tucker Almany
(fourth form), with 11.9 saves per game,
the Saints stayed competitive against
strong MAC teams such as Maret and
Sidwell Friends.

MVP: James Marshall
MIP: Drake Marshall
Coaches’ Award:
		
Teddy Batson
Drake Marshall and James Marshall pose with their awards.
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Fall Sports
Though this year served as a rebuilding
year, the Saints have a positive outlook
moving forward. Ten students, who
played significant minutes, will return,
including seven starters. The efforts of the
13 sixth formers, who have been with the
program for several years, including fouryear starter and two-year captain James
Marshall, are very much appreciated. The
team looks to improve next year and to
compete in more games in the MAC.

JV Boys’ Soccer

Coaches Ted Camp and Alex Kuwada
At first glance, the 3-7-2 season recorded by
the JV soccer team would lead one to believe
that the team was not particularly competitive.
However, this was not the case. Our three
wins came against strong mid-Atlantic rivals,
Potomac School, Saint Andrew’s Episcopal
School, and Mercersburg Academy. The two
ties came against Saint Andrew’s Episcopal
and Flint Hill School, which had defeated
the Saints earlier in the season. Of the seven
losses, four were by just one goal. In the end,
the Saints won, tied, or were defeated by just
one goal in nine of their twelve matches.
Over the
MVP: Guillermo Gomez
course of
the season, MIP: Victor Gomez Ruiz
Coaches’ Award:
		
the squad’s
Tianyu “Eric” Han
greatest
strength was its defense. In six of our 12
matches, the defense gave up just one goal, or
shut out the opponent. In three matches, the
Saints gave up only two. The defense’s anchor

was Masahiro Tanaka (fourth form), who
showed great improvement over the course of
the season as the squad’s goalie. He was aided
by classmate Philip Megrue (fourth form)
as sweeper, and Tianyu “Eric” Han (third
form) playing stopper. The fullback slots were
in the capable hands of third former James
Swanson and Noel Patterson (fourth form).
Key substitutes included fourth former Kofi
Agyeman, who played stopper, and Victor
Rose- Smith (third form), who split his time
as both fullback and outside halfback and
showed great improvement. Fifth former Del
Hudgins, who was plagued by a severe foot
injury, was able to log some good minutes
towards the end of the season in the sweeper
position.
The midfield duties were held down by
several players who played a number of
minutes starting and coming off the bench.
They included fourth former Hayden Lyles,
third formers Charles Sullivan, and Harry
Masker, who split time at the two inside half
back slots, Guillermo Gomez (second form),

the previously mentioned Victor Rose-Smith
and Noel Patterson, and Wei Lin “William”
Chiang (fourth form), who worked the
outside halfback slots. Lyles played solid
defense, while Masker excelled at corner kicks.
Gomez was very quick and had an excellent
touch on the ball. Fourth form student Tiger
Hao, contributed some good minutes during
the season, especially in the final match of the
year against Mercersburg, and in a tough 2-1
loss to Maret School.
At the forward positions, a number of Saints
worked hard to find the back of the net. Victor
Otenaike (fourth form) and Gonzalo Uribe
(third form) played most of the minutes with
Otenaike playing a brilliant two-goal game in
the season’s last match against Mercersburg.
Uribe also had a number of goals over the
course of the season. Key reserves included
third formers Gonzalo Marin, who spilt time
at the forward and midfield slots, and Victor
Gomez Ruiz, who began the season on the
junior team, but finished out the year as a key
substitute.
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Fall Sports
Varsity Field Hockey
Coach Daphne Clyburn

The theme for the 2014 Varsity Field
Hockey season was “GLUE,” which stands
for GRIT, LEADERSHIP, UNITY, and
EFFORT. By working hard, leading by
example, playing as a team, and putting
forth full effort in every game and practice,
the team was able to improve tremendously
and finish the season with a winning record
(8-7-1).
The team consisted of 16 strong,
determined young women. We were
fortunate to have many returners, which
allowed us to focus heavily on advanced
skill development. Whether it was a
defensive jab or an offensive dodge, each
player made significant improvements with
her skills and ultimately gained greater
confidence on the field. We were also
fortunate to have the continued support of
assistant coach Elaine Thurman, whose
experience playing Division I Field Hockey
at Colgate University strengthened the
girls’ understanding of the game and drove
them to play at a higher level. Fifth former
Carissa Falanga served as the team’s
manager, but also stepped in as a goalie
throughout the season.
This year our offense was led by fifth
formers Emerson Younger and Lydia
Radley. Both have made incredible

improvements since their
Our defense continued
MVP: Grace Fulton
second form year. Sixth
to excel this season and was
MIP: Debbie Otenaike
formers Doris Xiao and
Coaches’ Award:
		 led by sixth form Captains
Evie Hammer, Hannah
Grace Fulton (Most
Grace McFillen
Lee (fourth form), and
Valuable Player) and Grace
Kendall Kothari (third
McFillen (Coaches’ Award).
form) all made important contributions
This dynamic duo fought relentlessly to
as well. Lydia led the team with eight
win back every ball and earned the trust
goals and Emerson followed with five.
and confidence of their teammates through
Hannah and Doris each scored one goal
their hard work in both practice and games.
during the season. The forward position
Both brought strong field sense to the team
is a challenging one in that the players
and were able to guide our newer defensive
are asked to hustle back help out on
players—sixth former Helen Liu and fifth
defense, but must sprint back up the field
formers Debbie Otenaike (Most Improved
to potentially score a goal. With few of
Player) and Coco Peng. Kristen Deiner
these girls graduating, we look forward
(fifth form) served as our goalie this season
to seeing the younger Saints’ continued
and improved her agility and voice, which
improvement next season.
earned her the respect of her teammates.
Our midfield consisted of three
Kristen made over 80 saves this season.
returning players, fifth former Louise
Overall, the success of this season can
Dickinson and fourth formers Claire
be attributed to many things. The girls
Fulton and Elizabeth Fahey. These
realized that by working hard, they could
three players worked relentlessly to play
improve and win more games. They also
offense and defense simultaneously. They
recognized that when you are part of a
improved their ability to communicate
team, you are a part of something much
well and were central to the team’s success.
bigger than your individual position.
Elizabeth scored five goals throughout the
You may have one game where you shine,
season, followed by Louise with three.
and you may have one where you quietly
Claire scored one goal during the season,
support—but both are important—and
and made five crucial assists. Their hard
together, they lead to success. I am honored
work and determination without a doubt
to have worked with this group of girls. I
contributed to this successful season.
look forward to seeing them grow in future
seasons. Finally, I would like to thank all
of the faculty, staff, students, family, and
friends who came to cheer us on at games.
You support is immensely important to us
and we truly appreciate you.

Debbie Otenaike, Grace Fulton, Coach Daphne Clyburn and Grace McFillen
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JV Field Hockey

Coach Molly Goolman
The 2014 season was one to remember for
the Saints. After several consecutive winless
seasons, JV Field Hockey grabbed two
convincing wins, scoring four goals along the
way. After a tough loss against Bishop Ireton
to begin the season, the young women showed
determination and a great sense of team spirit
as they defeated Sidwell Friends 1-0 behind a
goal from fourth former Naydia Rowe.
Rowe, along with fellow fourth former
Claire Zimmermann provided sparks all
season long for the Saints, coming up with big
plays in just the right moments. Additionally,
the Saints’ defense was a highlight all season

New Year

long, led by first-time
MVP: Claire Zimmermann the season to Foxcroft and
goalkeeper Max Adjei-Dadson
MIP: Max Adjei-Dadson Bishop O’Connell, but the
(fourth form) and sweeper
Coaches’ Award:
		 young women showed passion
Jee Yoon Kim (third form).
and determination right
Jee Yoon Kim
The pair proved to be a tough
through the final seconds of the
combination for opposing teams as the season season, nearly tying up the final game as the
progressed.
clock wound down.
After close losses at Bishop O’Connell
The overall record of 2-5 is an
and Foxcroft, the Saints used home-field
accomplishment, but the Saints will look to
advantage and the excitement of Parents’
turn that record around next season with a
Weekend to give the large crowd a convincing
strong group of girls returning and a new
win against rival Mercersburg. Third-formers tradition of enthusiasm and hard work. This
Ady Kurtz and Elizabeth Worth both scored
season showed the team members and the
in the Saints’ come-from-behind victory, with larger Saint James community that the JV
Kurtz’s goal coming off a beautiful drive from
Field Hockey team is a serious program with a
Zimmermann on a perfectly-executed corner. bright future.
Saint James dropped their last two games of

New Gear

Shop the School Store for all your Saint James School spirit wear!
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Fall Sports
Varsity Football
Coach John Root

The 2014 Saint James Football team
compiled a 6-3 record. The Saints were
led by sixth formers Isayah Young-Burke,
Cam Wilkerson, Grant Tribble, Ryker
Dutton, Noah Cisse, Tyler George, Sean
Tolton, Nick Tiches, David EmmaMakeri, and Henry Meehan. These young
men worked hard to make the season a
success and their efforts and leadership will
be missed.
The Saints opened their season with
plenty of new faces on the team and in
starting positions. Our Lady of Mount
Carmel took the trip to Saint James for the
first game of the season. The game was close

Tyler Rehman, Sean Tolton and Tyler George
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in the early stages, but a stout
experienced sixth formers
MVP: Sean Tolton
defense and quick strike
and young second formers.
MIP: Tyler Rehman
offense proved too much
Coaches’ Award:
		 The Saints tallied almost
for the visitors as the Saints
3,000 yards of offense
Tyler George
rolled up over 400 yards of
with 1,802 yards in passing
offense. The offense was led
and 1,141 yards in rushing.
by third formers Gavin Smoot with 102
The offense averaged over 28 points per
yards rushing and Tyler Rehman with 248
game in scoring. Tyler Rehman shattered
yards passing. Colin Williams (third form) the Washington County TD record for
and Cam Wilkerson caught touchdown
quarterbacks with 24 touchdown passes.
passes while Rehman rushed for one. The
Gavin Smoot ran for 957 yards, averaging
defense was led by Noah Cisse and Tyler
106 yards rushing per game, and over five
George, who each scored from the defensive yards per carry. Cam Wilkerson caught 10
side of the ball. The final score was 34-17.
passes with seven leading to touchdowns.
The 2014 Saint James football team
The offensive was keyed by lineman Nick
will be known for its exciting offense and
Tiches, Henry Meehan, David Emmagritty defense. The team included both
Makeri, Sean Tolton, Tyler George, Ronald
Garrett (third form) and Ethan Spicher
(fifth form). These linemen were routinely
outweighed by 100 pounds by the players
they were blocking.
Defensively, the team was led by
linebackers Sean Tolton and Tyler George.
They were both in the top three in the area
for tackles. Noah Cisse shut teams down
through the air from his corner position.
Isayah Young-Burke and David EmmaMakeri led the team from their positions in
tackles. Ryker Dutton became a consistent
force from his outside linebacker position.
The team had three players earn All-Mac
honors. Sean Tolton was a repeat on this
list. Tyler George was recognized as an
All-Mac offensive lineman. Grant Tribble’s
abilities were recognized as an All-Mac
receiver.
Tyler Rehman was awarded the Most
Improved Player award for what he brought
to the team offensively. He threw for over
1,800 yards in nine games and may have
broken the Washington County QB record
for passing yards had Saint James played a
10th game. He broke the TD pass record
with 24. The Coaches’ Award went to
Tyler George, a leader on the team. He
consistently shotgun snapped the ball to
the quarterback’s hands, play after play,

Fall Sports
without complaint or issue. The MVP
award was given to the player who earned
the respect his coaches, the players, and of
our opposing teams as well. His football
skills are only outweighed by his leadership
ability. Sean Tolton’s ability to motivate and
encourage his teammates makes him our
Most Valuable Player.

JV Football

Coach John Bowers
The JV football team made great strides as
the season progressed. The team compiled
a 1-4 record, but more importantly,
gained valuable experience and improved
each week.
The season started with a visit from
Mercersburg Academy. The Saints lost the
game 34-7. Fifth former Lukas Pank,
Ben Herrera (second form), Spencer
McNamee (second form) and TJ Quelet
(second form), led the young team on the
offensive side of the ball.
Defensively, second formers Mark
Spicher and Elliott Lyles, Levi Schindel
(fifth form) and James Cheung (fourth

form) played well.
Christian Crusaders.
MVP: Lukas Pank
Ultimately, Mercersburg
Saint James pulled out
MIP: Ronald Garrett
brought a much more
Coaches’ Award:
		 a dominating win 21-7.
seasoned team to the
Lukas Pank, TJ Quelet,
TJ Quelet
contest and they were able
and Spencer McNamee
to pull out the victory.
sparked the offense to
Game two of the season
scores, while Ronald
found Saint James travelling to the Central
Garrett (third form), Carson Riser (third
Maryland Christian Crusaders. Once again, form) and Colin Williams (third form)
a more veteran Crusader team was able to
shut down the Crusaders defensively.
pull out the win 32-7. The Saints showed
Cody Barnhart (fourth form), Andres
much improvement. Game three saw a
Adkins (third form), Jalen Anderson
rematch against Mercersburg. The Saint
(third form), Joe George (third form) and
James JV players had obviously improved as
Jack Guillard (second form) all worked
they had the lead late in the game, but were
hard and played well this season. The
unable to hold on for the victory.
junior Saints worked hard in practice every
The last JV game of the season saw a
day and improved as the season went on.
rematch against the Central Maryland
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Fall Sports
Varsity Girls’ Volleyball
Coach Blakeley Jackson &
Co-Coach Kevin Heffelfinger

The season began with a home match against
Grace Academy. Coaches Blakeley Jackson
and Kevin Heffelfinger had high hopes going
into the season, but few returning players.
However, thanks to pre-season training, the
Saints were able to play at the same intensity
level longer than Grace.
The next three games against Goretti, St.
Johns & Fannett Metal were all victories. The
Saints’ first loss came against Clear Spring.
By the day of the IPSL championship we were
13-7. And, although Saint James lost, the girls
deserve accolades for the skills they developed
throughout the season.
McKenna Hough (sixth form) grew this
year and for the first time stopped telling
herself that she couldn’t. When she told herself
she could, amazing things happened. She was
the most consistent server, which played a huge
role. Kathryn McEvoy (sixth form) was the
last of our original JV players. We have grown
together here at Saint James. Kevin calls her
“Tink” because no matter what the mood is,
you take one look at Kathryn and feel happy.
Ellie Williams (sixth form) has an abundance
of energy. Over the years, she has become
a more developed, calm and skilled player.
Ellie played a very important role in this year’s
success, earning her the MVP award.
Fifth former Sophie Abeles grew this year
and exceeded our expectations by playing not
only her right-side position, but the setter’s
position as well. She will take over as setter
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Meredith Day, Joelle Schultz and Ellie Williams

for our 2015 team. Giuliana
row. We are looking forward to
MVP: Ellie Williams
Gentile (fourth form) was
her growth next year as she will
MIP:
Joelle Schultz
always positive and willing
be an all-around player. Lexa
Coaches’ Award:
		
to learn. She was always
Slaugh (fourth form) and
Meredith Day
willing to lend a hand or
Trinity Schlotterbeck (second
give an encouraging pep talk. Fourth former
form) played opposite each other. They
Meredith Day’s role was vital. She was able to
mirrored each well and are very promising
step in without missing a beat and played every players. Joelle Schultz (third form) came in
position well. She received the Coaches’ Award this year ready to get the job done. She has
for displaying a positive attitude and always
exceeded expectations and never complained
giving 100 percent.
about anything. Joelle received the Most
Melissa Carter (fifth form) moved from
Improved Player award. The team wouldn’t
soccer to volleyball this year. She integrated
have been the same without her.
well and played an important role in the back
Good luck to our sixth formers next year.

Fall Sports
JV Volleyball

Coach Megan Wilberton
With a record of 5-10, the JV Volleyball
learned many lessons this season. Our team
captains Shirley Mao (third form), Yusra
Ahmed (fifth form) and Widad Khokhar
(fourth form) helped the newer players
learn the fundamentals of the game.

With ice water in their
passion for hitting, resulting
MVP: Yusra Ahmed
veins, our setters Kira
in a formidable offense.
MIP: Imani Mustaf
Davis (fourth form) and
Coaches’ Award:
		 Defensively, Yusra Ahmed,
Shirley Mao ran the offense
Widad Khokhar, Casey
Widad Khokhar
with hustle and grace.
Kwon (third form), and
Daria Smoliarchuk (fifth form), Aimee
Nicolette Ferris (third form) dominated
Egwudobi (third form), Kayla Brown
the court with their perseverance. And,
(fourth form), Olivia Windle (third form)
Imani Mustaaf (third form) blocked like a
and Sophie Shi (fourth form) discovered a
seasoned volleyball champion.

Golf

Coach Nick Gurol
It was a great and exciting year for Saint James
golf. Our team members were young and full
of curiosity and enthusiasm for the game.
Expectations for this season were certainly
not optimistic with the loss of six seniors last
year. However, the golfers looked at this as an
opportunity to step up and fill the roles of the
sixth form students before them.
One of these golfers was Colin Sappenfield
(fifth form). He spent the entire summer
working on his game, and it showed. He
improved more than any golfer throughout
the year and turned in some clutch scores to
propel us to a couple of hard fought victories.
Third former Andrew Shen was another
new face who helped to fill the void.
Throughout the year, Andrew was by far our
most consistent, solid golfer. Not one to wear
his emotions
MVP: Andrew Shen
on his sleeve,
MIP: Colin Sappenfield
he was not
happy unless
he shot in the

Coaches’ Award:

Ben Holland

Collin Sappenfield, Andew Shen and
Ben Holland

30s, which shows how determined he is to be
the absolute best. I look forward to seeing him
grow as a golfer in the next few years.
Finally, we have sixth former Ben Holland.
Ben was on the team last year. He provided
insight into what it takes to be successful, and
really helped many of the kids grow as golfers.
It was like having another coach on the team.
Ben struggled on the
course at times, but
really pulled it together
when we needed him
most. His contribution
to the team this year
was truly invaluable.
The match against
Spring Mills best
embodies what this
team was all about.
It was a very windy

day at White Tail Golf Course, and it was
becoming apparent towards the end of the
round, that the score was going to be close.
Ben was having perhaps his worst outing of
the year, where he recorded a couple of very
high scores. Eventually, he was able to calm
down and record a solid score that kept us in
the running. Andrew Shen “chipped in” from
around 30 feet away for birdie and celebrated
with a rare emotional fist pump. Finally,
Colin Sappenfield recorded his best score
of the year. When the scores were tallied, we
realized that we were tied. So, we had to look
to the fifth best golfer. Our own Elliot Pajer
(sixth form) blew away the other number five
golfer, giving us the win.
It truly was a great year. I look forward to
seeing this young team grow as gentleman and
as golfers.
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All in the Family: Alumni and their Children Keep the
Saint James Tradition Alive
From the enjoyment of time-honored
recipes to annual holiday gatherings, family
traditions come in many forms. For many in
our community, a Saint James education is
also an established family tradition. We were
delighted to discover that 14 alumni have
one or more children who are currently
enrolled as students.
To celebrate this passing of the torch to a
new generation of young Saints, we asked
parents and their students to pose on the
hallowed steps of Claggett Hall during
Parents’ Weekend. While not everyone was
able to pose for the photograph (see inset
photos), we were impressed with the number of families for whom
Saint James is a tradition. Parents (at least one of whom is an alum)
with students who currently attend the School, are listed below.
Carter Pennington

Nick Tiches

Sam Townsend

Mr. and Mrs. Francis D. “Del” Carden, III ‘85 (son = James, SJS ‘18)
Mr. and Mrs. B. Mark Dickinson, III ‘80 (son = Breese ’14, daughter = Louise ’16)
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Fulton ‘85 (daughter = Grace ’15, Claire ’17)
Mrs. Susan Hudgins ‘85 and Mr. William Hudgins (son = William “Dell” ’17)
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Lyles ‘86 (son = Hayden ’17, son = Elliott ’19)
Mr. and Mrs. Grant P. Moerschel ‘83 (son = William ’19)
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence L. Moss, III ‘83 (son = Trey ’16)
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Pennington, Jr. ‘70 (daughters = Meghan ‘03, Katherine ‘13 and Carter ’17)
Mr. Eric D. Riser ‘87 (sons = Alec ’16, Carson ’18)
Mrs. Leigh R. Sappenfield ‘89 and Mr. Michael A. Sappenfield (son = Colin ’16, daughter = Maddie ’19)
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle F. Schindel ’84 (son = Levi ’16)
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher L. Schlotterbeck ‘91 (son = Issac ’17, daughter = Trinity ’19)
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Tiches, II ‘81 (daughter = Christiana ’11, son = Nicholas ’15, daughter = Alexia ’18)
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Townsend ’76 (son = Samuel ’18)
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Alumnus Lester Blackett Relives the Glory Days &
Plans a Bright Future for Caribbean Children
One of the highlights of working for
Saint James School is getting to know our
alumni. Throughout the year, graduates
of all ages visit Saint James. Many younger
alums reconnect with old friends and
faculty at the annual performance of Saint
George and the Dragon. Others take part in
Alumni Weekend festivities. We are also
honored to receive alumni who visit during
the year, not for a special occasion, but
simply to update us on their lives and to
reminisce about their time at Saint James.
Lester Blackett (’72) is just such an alum.
Mr. Blackett visited on Friday, September
19th. He shared stories that entertained
everyone who had the pleasure of meeting
with him.
Mr. Blackett was born and raised on a
small island in the Caribbean Sea. Nevis,
his home, and the island of Saint Kitts,
form the Federation of Saint Kitts and
Nevis. The island is renowned for its
beauty and as the birthplace and early
childhood home of Alexander Hamilton.
The story of Blackett’s affiliation with
Saint James begins on the island. As
a teenager, he became acquainted with
William (Dave) Illig (‘73), the son of
William B. Illig (’51), when the Saint James
student and his family visited Nevis for
vacation in the late 1970’s. The Illig family
got to know the young islander and were
so impressed that they made provisions for
him to attend Saint James School for his
senior year of high school.
To say that Blackett made the most
of his year at Saint James would be an
understatement. He sang in the choir,
participated in community service work
in Hagerstown and played guitar. He not
only impressed faculty members with his
acute intellect and academic prowess, he
astonished coaches on the soccer field with
moves many had never seen.
“I could hit the ball with the back of
my heal,” he laughed, “sending it over
my head, over my opponent’s head, and
then move around them to sieze control

again. No one at Saint
James had ever seen
anything like it!”
Blackett’s resume
is an impressive one.
Following graduation
from Saint James,
he attended Brown
University from 197275. He then returned
to Nevis Island to
teach high school
science before earning
his degree in Civil
Mr. Blackett relives his days as a soccer star.
Engineering.
fond memory. But, when I I think about
The young man
the sum total of my experiences at Saint
then embarked on what was to become
James, it’s clear that the School informed
a long and distinguished career as a
my direction in life,” he continued. “The
public servant, putting his engineering
opportunities I was given enabled me to
skills to work for the Nevis Public Works
pursue my dreams.”
Department. He is now Director of the
Blackett is eager to remain connnected
Nevis Disaster Management Department.
to the School and to give back. The
In this capacity, his mission is to protect
island residents from natural disasters such impassioned alumnus holds a vision in
which children from Nevis Island would
as earthquakes, tsunamis, and hurricanes.
have the opportunity to attend Saint James
To this end, he has developed a variety of
School. “I received a scholarship because
educational trainings, safety protocols,
someone gave me a chance,” he said. “Now,
notification systems, an APP, videos, and
I want to help other sudents find similar
numerous web-based and social media
opportunities to attend school in the U.S.
resources for island residents for which he
This is a very big deal.”
has received international recognition.
“During my tenure, we have developed
a comprehensive disaster relief plan for
12,000 people within 36 square miles.
And, we have expanded our emergency
operations center and engaged the
police force to serve as a conduit for
the distribution of critical emergency
information,” shared Blackett.
Although Nevis is passionate about
public safety, he is equally fervent about
the importance of an excellent education.
He attributes his professional success to his
Saint James education.
“I remember playing soccer in the
tri-state competition for our conference,
and being voted Most Outstanding Player
in the league,” he recalled. “That is a
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Alumni Golf Classic

Golfers enjoyed the afternoon sun.

The winning team members savor the sweet taste of victory following a day on the course.

Younger Cars donated a Mercedes for
the “Hole-in-One” challenge.

Team Admission had a great day on the green
thanks to a little help from sponsor Roger Byrd and
Roger Tonwnsend ‘76.
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Ms. Gyra Chan ‘08 seizes the day.

Randy Finn ‘89 (far left), President of the Alumni Council, and his team put in a solid
round of golf.
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Alumni BBQ

The Alumni BBQ, held in late October, brought together Saint James families to enjoy an afternoon of football, food and gorgeous fall scenery.
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[class notes]
1952

Edmund B. Stewart is 80-years-old. He is
facing the reality of his declining capabilities.
He notes that 40-pound bags seem to weigh
twice as much and warns that getting old isn’t
for sissies, but it beats the alternative.

1997

Blake Harper and Lisa Hoyt were married
this year. See photo. From left to right:
Adam Shampaine ‘97, Glenn Vernon ‘98,
Blake Harper’97, A.G. Warfield’97, Chick
Meehan ‘65, Randy Screen ‘74, Tim Screen
‘75, and bride, Lisa Hoyt Harper.

1999

Please see Peter Fogle’s news under the year
2002.

1959

2002

Paul Knetsche happily retired in 2007 and
is still grinning. He wishes all of his friends at
SJS best wishes.

1966

Fred Hunt is failing the job of semi-retirement.
Somehow, being active past president seems like
more pressure than 30 years as president. He is a
part-time boat bum in Annapolis.

1967

Mark Gilder is proud
to announce the release
of his wife Sharon’s
debut historical romance
novel, The Rose Beyond
available on Amazon.
com. Sharon Allen
Gilder is the cousin of
1967 Saint James grad,
Richard Allen.

1975

James M. Jasper will be a visiting professor at
the University of Bucharest in spring 2015. His
new book, Protest, has just been published.
Robert Jeffrey Bohman and his wife Karen
have been happily married for 33 years.
Their daughter, Sarah is a CPA with KPMG
in Atlanta. Their son Bobby is with Home
Depot at corporate headquarters in Atlanta.
Both are Alabama grads, so Roll Tide! Robert
oversees all technical operations for the
I.T. Consulting Affiliate of a large public
accounting firm, Warren Averett. He also
serve as VP and Treasurer of a non-profit
called Lunches for Learning.
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Anne Sechler and her husband John, moved
to Frederick in 2012 and had their third
child, Kenneth. Anne is leading a Girl Scout
troupe for her daughter, working part-time
for Walter Development Corporation, and
keeping her family happy and healthy. John
started his new position in Washington, DC
in late 2012. They are enjoying being closer
to home.

1998

James Haas and his wife Margaret welcomed
a baby on October 15th, 2014. James is not
sleeping much since the birth of Eleanor
Louise. She weighed 7 pounds, and was 20.5
inches. She’s doing well, but has trouble
falling asleep—James is open to suggestions
from fellow alumni. Eleanor is pictured in
a Halloween costume
and at the Pumpkin
Patch. James reports
that she cost 59 cents a
pound (the going rate
for pumpkins), so she
cost $3.13 total, not
including tax.

Dana (Urquhart) Fogle and her husband,
Peter Fogle ’99, announced their daughter’s
birth. They welcomed Clara Octavia on
August 19th, 2014. She weighed 8 pounds
and 4 ounces, and was 20.5 inches. She is
welcomed at home by big brother Calvin.
See photo, above.

2003

Ben Naylor and his wife, Kathleen welcomed
their first child, William Gerard into the
world on April 21, 2014. All three are
enjoying life in a new home in Suffern, NY.
Kristen (DiGirolamo) and Davis Walsh
welcomed daughter Emma Jane Walsh on July
8th, 2014. See photo, below.

Luke Hilton and his wife announced the
birth of Joshua Lucas Hilton, born July 19th.
Joshua weighed 7 pounds and 15 ounces.

2004

John Gahan recently completed his teaching
contract in Kazan, Russia and has returned to
the States to pursue his Masters in Teaching
ESL at the University of Texas San Antonio.
David Hammond will marry Holly Cooney
on June 13, 2015. The couple met in college
and look forward to the next chapter together.
He, Carl Gilberg ‘04, and Tommy Davis ‘04
are still life partners in crime though.
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Whitney Kimmel earned her MBA from
the University of Miami on August 30th,
2014 and was named one of South Florida
Business Journal’s “Business People on the
Move” this summer.
Kappie Kopp is living in Savannah, GA with
her partner Maryellen and their son, Colin.
She is pursuing her Masters of Fine Arts in
service design at the Savannah College of
Art and Design, where she also serves as the
Content Manager and Senior Editor.
Tim Berger was promoted to Company
Commander at the Marine Corps Recruit
Depot, San Diego (MCRD-SD), for Mike
Company, 3d Recruit Training Battalion.

2005

Dr. Leona Leung married Dr. Eric Lopez
in Hershey, PA May 31st 2014. In attendance
were Elizabeth Carrill ‘05 (Maid of Honor),
Catherine “Leigh” Johnson-Stoddard ‘05,
and Sarah McWilliams ‘05.

2006

Ann Brown is an immigration attorney
with the Alan Gordon Immigration Firm in
Charlotte, NC.

2010

Mary Bacon graduated from Washington and
Lee University in the spring. She is attending
medical school at the University of Virginia
School of Medicine.
Sunny Bae graduated from Case Western
University. She is attending dental school at
the Case Western School of Dental Medicine.
Ellen Barr graduated from Furman
University in May. She is attending physical
therapy school at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine.

planning on getting married in May 2016.
She will finish her degree at Auburn
University in May.

GET IN TOUCH WITH US
The Office of Development
and Alumni Relations
wants to hear from you.
Send your news items to:

Carolyn (Ross) Cook married David Cook
(’08) in The Bahamas. They reside in
Pittsburgh, PA. Carrie is starting a job as a
Pediatric ICU nurse at Children’s Hospital
of Pittsburgh. She is looking into graduate
school for her nursing DNP degree.

Amy Painter
Director of Communications
Saint James School
17641 College Road
Hagerstown, MD, 21740

Brigid Donovan graduated from New York
University in the spring and is starting a
job as a second grade teaching assistant at a
charter school in Los Angeles, CA.

or, send an e-mail to:
alpainter@stjames.edu

Rayza Carvalho is engaged to Pedro Mansur
of Los Angeles, CA and both are residing in
Los Angeles. She is starting a fashion line
called Alexandrino which will be premiering
at Spring Fashion Week in New York City.

Meg Steuer graduated from William and
Mary in the spring and is now at Johns
Hopkins University earning her BSN
(Bachelor of Science in Nursing).

Caroline Murphy graduated from
Sewanee: The University of the South
this spring. She is now working at Proctor
Academy in Andover, NH as a history
teacher, coaching field hockey and lacrosse
and working in a dorm.

Ian Tsang graduated from St. Olaf College
with a dual degree in music and psychology.
Ian is currently living in Minneapolis, MN.
He is planning on going to graduate school
to become a clinical psychologist. He also
recently recorded an album with his band.

James Post graduated from Dickinson
College in the spring and has started a job
as a fifth grade teaching assistant at Anna
Julia Cooper School as part of the Episcopal
Service Corp in Richmond, VA.

Caitlin Wilson graduated from the
University of North Carolina, Wilmington in
the spring and is moving to Vail, CO in the
next couple of months to teach kids adaptive
skiing and snowboarding.

Will Smith is finishing up his undergraduate
studies at Elon University and is looking at
attending law school.
Callan Spicher graduated from Elon
University in the spring and moved
to Louisville, KY and started a job at
General Electric.

Other

Milo (trustee emeritus) and Wendy
Coerper are still going strong. Milo is in his
90th year and has children, grandchildren
and a first great grandchild.

In Memoriam
Elizabeth Orwig, the mother of Laurel Mylonas-Orwig Weijer ’04,
(who was also Anne Weatherholt’s sister), passed away.
Ellender Morgan Edwards, the grandmother of Claire O’ Connell
’11, and Sheri O’Connell’s mother, died in September.
George H. “Haps” Bruggman, the father of Thomas Bruggman ‘71,
died Sept 12th, 2014 in Towson of complications from a fall. He was
91. Mr. Bruggman is also survived by two daughters, Laurie Wingate of
Ruxton and Carol Mitchell of Dallas, and 10 grandchildren.

Lauren Bowyer is engaged to Cody
Raffensperger of Atlanta, GA and is
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Saint James Seeks
2015 Award Nominations
Alumni Award

Background: Each year, the Saint James School Alumni
Council honors an alumnus or an alumna who has
distinguished himself or herself with outstanding service
to the School and to society. We invite alumni and friends
to nominate candidates for this award. When considering
a candidate for nomination, particular emphasis should be
placed on the criterion of service to Saint James School - such
as active service as a Class Agent, Trustee, or Alumni Council
member, or active leadership with Alumni Weekend planning,
Annual Fund or other alumni events.

Exceptional Service Award

Background: The Exceptional Service Award honors
individuals who have provided exceptional service to the
School and its Alumni, although such individuals were neither
alumni nor faculty of the School. The award is presented at
the discretion of the Alumni Council and nominations are
considered on an annual basis. Additional support materials
are welcomed and should be included when submitting the
Nomination Form.
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Kerfoot Society for Distinguished Faculty

Background: Established to recognize faculty members who
have distinguished themselves above and beyond the call
of duty, the Kerfoot Society for Distinguished Faculty was
originally suggested by Jeremy H. Biggs ‘54 when he served
as President and Chairman of the Board of Trustees. He
expressed that “a good part of the soul of the School is, and
always has been, the wonderful and long-serving faculty,
who have been important to its history and to the lives of its
students.” We invite you to nominate retired faculty members
who have provided a minimum of 10 years of service to Saint
James School.
Nomination and selection criteria include:
a. Performing his or her duties in an outstanding manner.
b. Being of strong moral character and serving as a positive
influence on students.
c. Serving as a mentor to his or her students.
d. Showing dedication and loyalty to the School community.
e. Exhibiting outstanding service as a coach and/or
providing exemplary service as an advisor for non-athletic
activities (examples: yearbook advisor, Mummers’ Society
advisor, etc.)
h. Nomination is open to teachers, librarians, and Chaplains.

Individuals Eligible for Kerfoot Induction:
Craig and Elizabeth Allen
Norman Dill
Robert Dinsmore
Benjamin Drake
Robert Grab
Beverly Lamb
Aleda James
Margaret Pennington
Walter McKinley
Don and Mary Woodruff
Roger Ross
Additional support materials are welcomed and should be included with the
Nomination Form.

How to Submit Your Nominations
Deadline: The deadline for submission is January 15, 2015.
Nomination forms may be downloaded via the web:
www.stjames.edu/alumni/alumni-council/alumni-council-awards
and sent via mail, fax or email.
Mail:		 Office of Alumni Relations
		 Saint James School
		 17641 College Road
		 Hagerstown, MD 21740.
Fax:		 301-739-0043
Email: mmmcguigan@stjames.edu or gnchan@stjames.edu
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My Favorite Saint James Memory
by Millie McKeachie ‘01

Who am I now? I’m an English teacher
with a deep scar on my knee. But that
all goes back to Saint James School, the
place that first made me want to be a
teacher and a coach. Ever since I had
the opportunity to board as a student at
Saint James, I have wanted to remain in a
similar atmosphere: one in which teachers
and students constantly grow because they
consistently challenge and support the
people around them. So, when I graduated
from Davidson College in 2005, I started
teaching and coaching in a private school,
and have continued teaching and coaching
in private schools since then, witnessing
the good that comes from communities
where teachers and students grow because
they challenge and support each other. For
me, my boarding school memories of such
challenge and support begin on the field.
The score was 1-1. It was half-time of
the annual field hockey match-up between
rival boarding schools Mercersburg and
Saint James, and it was the last game of my
senior year. During my junior season, we
had only been victorious in one game. So,
that had been a tough year. It had been a
constant challenge to keep up team moral.
Our senior year, however, had been more
successful in terms of wins and losses. We
had a winning record going into the game
against Mercersburg that day, and we were
well aware that the previous season of losses
had made us better players. All of those
difficult games made us stronger, and we
had developed our mental and physical
skills. Still, we knew that Mercersburg
would be a tough game, and they had
already beaten us early in the season.
So, as we headed to our traditional hill
for the half-time speech, I reflected on the
past couple of years with the field hockey
team. On my face, a bit of sun mixed with
sweat from the game, and I relished that
46 | Review | Fall 2014

good, tangible feeling of working outside
with people I loved. I was surrounded by
teammates who cared for each other, and
we had a large and supportive crowd. I
could hear the future of Saint James field
hockey, as the JV team cheered loudly
for us. Coach Brunnabend began one of
her famous inspirational speeches; and,
as she talked about the game, and about
the season, memories of the last few years
floated through my head. I couldn’t help
but think about what a special gift Saint
James had been for me.
Three years earlier, during the spring
of my freshman year in high school,
my mom and I had traveled up to Saint
James, Maryland from Charleston,
South Carolina. My family had moved
to Charleston from Baltimore after my
seventh grade year, and after two years in
a city without field hockey and lacrosse,
I wanted to look at boarding schools. I
missed the joy that comes as a result of
working hard and playing on a team. But
when my parents finally agreed to let me
look at boarding schools, I found that I
was nervous about the possibility of being
away from the people I had known as my
community, my family. So, as my mom and
I drove through the rolling hills of Western
Maryland on our trip to Saint James, my

stomach turned with the curves of the road,
and the nerves began to hit: how would I
survive without my family? What would I
do on the weekends? What if the teachers
were extremely strict and harsh, like those
old boarding school matriarchs I had read
about in Bronte stories? My head spun
with indecision—should I even go through
with the interview?
A train whistle suddenly distracted me
from my fears, and we turned into the
Saint James gate. Trees lined the arch
that led to a central circle on the campus.
Surrounding the circle, colorful flowers
bloomed, and beautiful brick buildings
stood regal in the mid-morning light. I
will never forget this first image of my
school. When my mom and I stepped
out of the car, Father Dunnan, the
Headmaster, changed the direction of his
steps in order to welcome us to campus.
As he told us about Saint James, we could
immediately tell that he was proud of his
School, and of his students. He knew
the students’ names as they walked by,
and he easily chatted with them about
their classes, their sports, and their
dorms. The students went out of their
way to say hello to us on their walks in
between classes. I noticed teachers and
students walking together and chatting,
smiling even. I wasn’t used to this kind of
interaction between students and faculty,
but I immediately wanted to be a part of
it. I had forever been a child who enjoyed
the company of my friends, but one who
also enjoyed interacting with adults. It had
seemed to me that this kind of studentto-teacher relationship had all but died in
our society. I felt at home having found a
boarding school where personal and intergenerational discussion thrived.
After touring Saint James, I knew it was
the place for me. I loved the idea of seated
dinners with students from all grades and

Classmates

with teachers. I couldn’t wait to play field
hockey, basketball, and lacrosse; and,
though I wasn’t necessarily looking forward
to it, I thought I would probably need
those nightly study halls to keep up with
my work. Chapel seemed to me a peaceful
way to start the day, a way to remind myself
that while academics and athletics were
important, they were not to be worshipped.
I could hardly wait to have a roommate,
and I wondered where she would be from:
New York? Saudi Arabia? Germany?
Virginia? South Korea? All of these were
possibilities. I did share a room with a girl
from Germany, and this living situation
allowed me to realize how similar we really
were, despite our diverse experiences and
backgrounds. “Diversity” is such a buzz
word in our society these days, so I hesitate
to throw it around as if to put a plug in for
something that can be bought or contrived.
At Saint James, it was real. Students from
different cultural and socio-economic
backgrounds actually did bake cookies
together on the weekends. We did take
hiking trips together, eat at the same lunch
table, help each other with homework, and
split roommate duties, like cleaning. At
boarding school, “diversity” is more than
an extra-curricular club: it’s a fact of life,
and sometimes a very difficult one.
The same dorm parents who knocked on
our doors to remind us that we needed rest
in order to stay healthy during a busy week
were the same teachers who shared their
homes to us on the weekends. My initial
fear about what I would do on the weekends
was quickly quelled: weekend opportunities
at boarding school abound. In a single
weekend, there might be a trip to Baltimore
to watch a lacrosse game, a trip into
Washington DC to see Hamlet performed
on stage, and my personal favorite: the
boarding school “Open House.” This
special tradition was, to me, what made the
community feel like a second family. After
a long week of classes, tests, away games
with wins and losses, a Friday night often
meant a relaxing respite from the hectic
schedule, and oh how we looked forward to
it and reveled in its inevitable return. As

these teachers opened their front doors,
they opened up a world of opportunity
for board and card game competition:
Dipolomacy, Spades, Ping-Pong, Taboo,
and Trivial Pursuit were just a few of
the favorites. These games, along with
baking, movies, and conversation provided
common ground for adults and teenagers.
In a world where this common ground is
often easily dismissed, where teenagers
often hide from adults, and where adults
refuse to go find them, boarding schools
recognize that youth has much to learn
from age and age has much to learn from
youth.
Because these teachers made me a part
of their extended families, I trusted them
in the classroom. They were not merely
authority figures, but real human beings.
Just as board games were common ground,
so was the process of learning. They too
worked late into the evening study halls,
preparing lesson plans and grading.
My assistant lacrosse coach was also my
chemistry teacher. And, since I knew him
on several levels, I didn’t hesitate to ask for
extra help. Because my field hockey coach
was also my dorm head, she captivated me
with her coaching. She showed every day
that she cared for her players not only as
players but as a people.
And so, as I sat on that half-time
hill during my last field hockey game,
surrounded by a team I dearly loved,
I listened to our coach’s words. She
reminded us that if we were going to be
victorious, we would have to gut through
the pain of wind-sprints, rush the ball on
defense, communicate when passing, and
ultimately, we would each have to work
for the other. With one final cheer before
play resumed, we belted out the word
that we would try to define in our style of
play: “Team.” We then took our field with
a new confidence instilled in us by our
coach and her inspirational words. We
were ready to win.
Not even two minutes later, I was playing
defense when a Mercersburg player swiftly
swung her stick into my knee. The wood
cut deeply, and blood oozed down my leg.

Under the referee’s orders, I had to leave
the game, but I begged the trainer to send
me back on the field. She looked at me
and said, “You might need stiches, but
I’m going to let you make this decision.”
And ultimately, this is why Saint James
was so good for me. A balanced life of
interaction between peers and adults
had allowed me to learn how to make
decisions on my own. I felt confident
about the right time to take risks, and I
understood that the consequences of my
decisions would be my responsibility.
Making decisions didn’t mean that I
was all-powerful, or that I would never
make mistakes. But, I knew that the very
definition of growing up meant that I
would have to make difficult decisions on
a daily basis. And so I took a risk that day,
deciding to go back into the game.
I asked the trainer to butterfly band-aid
me up and wrap the knee; and, I ran back
onto the field. To this day, the scar on my
knee reminds me of that final game. I can
recall each of my teammates’ goals in our
4-1 victory. One of the shots sailed sweetly
into the top right corner of the cage. I’ll
never forget my coach jumping and highfiving on the sideline, or our headmaster’s
traditional presentation of the sunflowers
to our senior class. To this day, that scar
on my knee reminds me of Saint James.
Recently, I was blessed enough to return
to Saint James as a teacher for three years.
Those three years allowed me to experience
once again all the aspects of the community
that I loved so much as a student. In the
English classroom, because of the small
classroom size, I was able to work one-onone with students in order to help them
formulate original thesis statements and
write strong papers. In the dorms, I hosted
open houses, and we played lots of Taboo
and baked lots of cookies. On duty, I had
to remind girls that giggling was fine, but
that they needed their rest too. I even
coached a field hockey team who, during
their last home game of the season, was
tied against Mercersburg at half-time. The
Saints went on to win 4-1; and, after the
game, I showed them the scar on my knee.
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Get A Jump On the New Year
Contribute to the 2014-15 Annual Fund

The new year is nearly here.
Why not get off on the right foot by supporting our
students with your contribution to the Annual Fund?

Giving from Last Year

100% of Trustees Gave
The Annual Fund provides our students with financial aid,
visual and performing arts programming, student enrichment
activities and a wide range of athletic opportunities.

96% Faculty & Staff Gave
77% Current Parents Gave

How to Give

34% Alumni Gave

You may give my mail, by wire transfer or online.
http://www.stjames.edu/giving/ways-to-give
Or, you may return the enclosed envelope with your gift.
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The average Alumni gift
from last year was $375.

Saint James School Calendar
Highlights: Winter 2015
January 17: College Forum (required for fifth formers)
January 19: Admission Open House
January 23: Board of Trustees meeting
January 29-February 2: Winter Long Weekend
February 7-8: Choir MAESA Evensong at National Cathedral;
Sunday a.m. service at Christ Church Episcopal, Rockville
February 13: Variety Show
February 20: Choir at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Hagerstown
February 25-28: Winter Exams
February 28-March 15: Spring Break
April 2: Maundy Thursday
April 3: Good Friday
April 12: Choir Evensong at St. Paul’s in Washington, DC
April 16-20: Spring Long Weekend
April 21: AIMS College Fair
April 24: Board of Trustees Meeting
April 24-26: Alumni Weekend

Saint James School
17641 College Road
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740

A room with a view: the central circle as seen from Claggett Hall.
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